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Podcast General Description: 

followHIM: A Come, Follow Me Podcast with Hank Smith & John Bytheway 

Do you ever feel that preparing for your weekly Come, Follow Me lesson falls short? Join hosts Hank 
Smith and John Bytheway as they interview experts to make your study for The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints’ Come, Follow Me course not only enjoyable but original and educational. If you are 
looking for resources to make your study fresh, faithful, and fun--no matter your age--then join us every 
Wednesday. 
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Part 2: 
Brother Alvin Jackson unpacks vivid Second Coming imagery and covenant power in Section 133, then 
shows how Section 134 champions constitutional government and religious freedom amid persecution 
and calls disciples to courageous, informed civic engagement. 

D&C 133-134 followHIM Podcast Page 1



Timecodes: 

Part 1 -  
● 00:00 Part 1 - Brother Alvin Jackson 
● 02:31 Episode teaser 
● 04:24 Alvin Jackson’s bio 
● 07:41 Come, Follow Me Manual 
● 09:09 Opening of Section 133 
● 12:12 Suddenly vs. quickly 
● 14:35 The importance of gathering 
● 18:29 Solemn assemblies 
● 20:30 Metaphor of the Bridegroom 
● 23:16 Give up that summer cottage 
● 26:28 The call to repentance 
● 29:12 Establishing Zion at home, ward, and stake 
● 32:31 Information about Moroni 
● 35:08 Preparing the way before a king 
● 39:36 What does 144,000 mean? 
● 42:04 You decide which side you are on 
● 45:46 Zion and Jerusalem 
● 48:23 Freedom and agency 
● 51:57 “An aspirational document” 
● 54:14 The Lord’s activities are never addictive 
● 57:07 The Red Sea, part II 
● 1:00:49 Satan rules through division 
● 1:04:05 We are all on the same team 
● 1:06:32 Lost tribes 
● 1:10:07 End of Part 1 - Brother Alvin Jackson 

 
Part 2 - 

● 00:00 Part 2 - Brother Alvin Jackson 
● 02:55 How to make wine  
● 04:13 A Top Ten scripture 
● 06:19 Pack your bags 
● 08:38 Graves opening 
● 11:19 God uses the unlikely 
● 13:56 Growing up in the Baptist Church 
● 15:56 The Doctrine and Covenants presented  
● 19:52 Principle of protection of the innocent 
● 23:39 King Noah was a “bad dude” 
● 27:19 Brother Jackson’s greatest blessings and greatest warnings list 
● 30:38 The Constitution as forerunner 
● 33:55 “Almost all men …” 
● 35:54 W.W. Phelps article 
● 37:31 How should Saints interact with their government? 

D&C 133-134 followHIM Podcast Page 2



● 42:34 The Founding Fathers’ character 
● 45:18 Advice for parents 
● 47:31 We cannot be subtle any longer 
● 52:04 How to honor sacrifice  
● 53:49 Brother Jackson bears his testimony of Jesus Christ 
● 58:49 End of Part 2 - Brother Alvin Jackson 

 
 
 
References: 

“America’s Freedom Festival.” Americas Freedom Festival at Provo . Accessed November 11, 
2025. https://www.freedomfestival.org/ .  

Barron, John. “Amazon.Com: Mig Pilot: The Final Escape of Lieutenant Belenko.” Amazon. 
Accessed November 11, 2025. https://www.amazon.com/Mig-Pilot-Escape-Lieutenant-
Belenko/dp/0070038503 .  

“Black Soldiers in the U.S. Military During the Civil War.” National Archives and Records 
Administration. Accessed November 11, 2025. https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/blacks-
civil-war?utm .  

Bytheway, John. “When Times Are Tough Five Scriptures That Will Help You Get through Almost 
Anything.” BYTHEWAY, JOHN | Deseret Book. Accessed November 11, 2025. 
https://www.deseretbook.com/product/4906378.html?srsltid=AfmBOorR3NglACIojrRLT7CcIIW
DINHz26jPvV1_hj80Q4LrWoePwe-M .  

Christensen, Danielle. “How the Angel Moroni Statue Has Changed in Appearance Over the 
Years.” LDS Living, August 3, 2020. https://www.ldsliving.com/how-the-angel-moroni-statue-has-
changed-in-appearance-over-the-years/s/93193 .  

“Congress Submits the First Constitutional Amendments to the States.” U.S. Senate: Congress 
Submits the First Constitutional Amendments to the States, August 7, 2023. 
https://www.senate.gov/about/origins-foundations/senate-and-constitution/congress-submits-first-
amendments-to-states.htm .  

“Doctrine and Covenants 133–134.” Come, Follow Me Manual - November 17–23: “Prepare Ye 
for the Coming of the Bridegroom,” January 1, 2025. 
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/come-follow-me-for-home-and-church-
doctrine-and-covenants-2025/47-doctrine-and-covenants-133-134?lang=eng .  

Draper, Richard D. “The Apocalyptic Witness of the Messiah.” The Apocalyptic Witness of the 
Messiah | Religious Studies Center. Accessed November 11, 2025. https://rsc.byu.edu/sperry-
symposium-classics-new-testament/apocalyptic-witness-messiah .  

D&C 133-134 followHIM Podcast Page 3

https://www.freedomfestival.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Mig-Pilot-Escape-Lieutenant-Belenko/dp/0070038503
https://www.amazon.com/Mig-Pilot-Escape-Lieutenant-Belenko/dp/0070038503
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/blacks-civil-war?utm
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/blacks-civil-war?utm
https://www.deseretbook.com/product/4906378.html?srsltid=AfmBOorR3NglACIojrRLT7CcIIWDINHz26jPvV1_hj80Q4LrWoePwe-M
https://www.deseretbook.com/product/4906378.html?srsltid=AfmBOorR3NglACIojrRLT7CcIIWDINHz26jPvV1_hj80Q4LrWoePwe-M
https://www.ldsliving.com/how-the-angel-moroni-statue-has-changed-in-appearance-over-the-years/s/93193
https://www.ldsliving.com/how-the-angel-moroni-statue-has-changed-in-appearance-over-the-years/s/93193
https://www.senate.gov/about/origins-foundations/senate-and-constitution/congress-submits-first-amendments-to-states.htm
https://www.senate.gov/about/origins-foundations/senate-and-constitution/congress-submits-first-amendments-to-states.htm
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/come-follow-me-for-home-and-church-doctrine-and-covenants-2025/47-doctrine-and-covenants-133-134?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/come-follow-me-for-home-and-church-doctrine-and-covenants-2025/47-doctrine-and-covenants-133-134?lang=eng
https://rsc.byu.edu/sperry-symposium-classics-new-testament/apocalyptic-witness-messiah
https://rsc.byu.edu/sperry-symposium-classics-new-testament/apocalyptic-witness-messiah


Elder D. Todd Christofferson of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. “Come to Zion.” General 
Conference October 2008 - The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, October 2, 2008. 
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2008/10/come-to-zion?lang=eng .  

Elder Dallin H. Oaks. “Transcript of Elder Dallin H. Oaks Speech on Religious Freedom.” 
newsroom.churchofjesuschrist.org, October 13, 2009. 
https://newsroom.churchofjesuschrist.org/article/oaks-religious-freedom .  

Elder David A. Bednar of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. “Put on Thy Strength, O Zion.” 
General Conference October 2022 - The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, October 2, 
2022. https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2022/10/46bednar?lang=eng .  

Elder Gary E. Stevenson of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. “Divinely Appointed 
Responsibilities, Heavenly Blessings.” BYU Speeches of Brigham Young University, August 14, 
2025. https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/gary-e-stevenson/divinely-appointed-responsibilities-
heavenly-blessings/ .  

Elder Kazuhiko Yamashita of the. “When to Receive Your Patriarchal Blessing.” General 
Conference April 2023 - The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, April 2, 2023. 
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2023/04/44yamashita?lang=eng .  

Elder Neal A. Maxwell of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. “‘A Wonderful Flood of Light.’” 
BYU Speeches of Brigham Young University, January 31, 2024. 
https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/neal-a-maxwell/a-wonderful-flood-of-light/ .  

Elder Ronald A. Rasband of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. “Standing by Our Promises and 
Covenants.” General Conference October 2019 - The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
October 5, 2019. https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-
conference/2019/10/29rasband?lang=eng .  

“Geology Studies .” Brigham Young University. Accessed November 11, 2025. 
https://geology.byu.edu/0000017c-f2fd-dd9b-a7ff-f2ff80950001/volume-44-rigby-hanger-pdf .  

“George Mason, the Man.” George Mason, the Man | Antonin Scalia Law School. Accessed 
November 11, 2025. https://www.law.gmu.edu/about/mason_man .  

Harper, Stephen C. “Doctrine and Covenants 134: Doctrine and Covenants Contexts.” BYU 
Studies. Accessed November 11, 2025. https://byustudies.byu.edu/online-book/doctrine-and-
covenants-contexts/1355 .  

Hatch, Trevan G., and Eric D. Huntsman. “Palm Sunday: The True King Comes to Jerusalem.” 
Palm Sunday | Religious Studies Center of Brigham Young University. Accessed November 11, 
2025. https://rsc.byu.edu/greater-love-hath-no-man/palm-sunday .  

D&C 133-134 followHIM Podcast Page 4

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2008/10/come-to-zion?lang=eng
https://newsroom.churchofjesuschrist.org/article/oaks-religious-freedom
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2022/10/46bednar?lang=eng
https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/gary-e-stevenson/divinely-appointed-responsibilities-heavenly-blessings/
https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/gary-e-stevenson/divinely-appointed-responsibilities-heavenly-blessings/
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2023/04/44yamashita?lang=eng
https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/neal-a-maxwell/a-wonderful-flood-of-light/
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2019/10/29rasband?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2019/10/29rasband?lang=eng
https://geology.byu.edu/0000017c-f2fd-dd9b-a7ff-f2ff80950001/volume-44-rigby-hanger-pdf
https://www.law.gmu.edu/about/mason_man
https://byustudies.byu.edu/online-book/doctrine-and-covenants-contexts/1355
https://byustudies.byu.edu/online-book/doctrine-and-covenants-contexts/1355
https://rsc.byu.edu/greater-love-hath-no-man/palm-sunday


Holland, Jeffrey R. “A Promised Land.” Homepage - The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, June 1, 1976. https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/1976/06/a-promised-
land?lang=eng .  

Hyde, Orson. “The Work of Reformation—The United States’ Army—Labors of ‘Mormon’ 
Missionaries—Judgments of God, Etc .” Orson Hyde: The Work of Reformation, Etc (Journal of 
Discourses). Accessed November 11, 2025. 
https://journalofdiscourses.com/6/2#:~:text=The%20great%20object%20is%20to,Amen .  

“John Adams on How Absolute Power Intoxicates Those Who Excercise That Power (1814).” 
Online Library of Liberty. Accessed November 11, 2025. https://oll.libertyfund.org/quotes/john-
adams-on-how-absolute-power-intoxicates-those-who-excercise-that-power-1814 .  

King, Martin Luther. “Read Martin Luther King Jr.’s ‘I Have a Dream’ Speech.” NPR, January 16, 
2023. https://www.npr.org/2010/01/18/122701268/i-have-a-dream-speech-in-its-entirety .  

Lewis, C. S. “The Problem of Pain.” Chapter 8. Accessed November 11, 2025. 
https://www.amazon.com/Problem-Pain-C-S-Lewis/dp/0060652969 .  

Matthews, Robert J. “The Restoration of All Things: What the Doctrine and Covenants Says.” The 
Restoration of All Things | Religious Studies Center of Brigham Young University . Accessed 
November 11, 2025. https://rsc.byu.edu/sperry-symposium-classics-doctrine-covenants/restoration-
all-things-0 .  

McConkie, Bruce R. “Millennial Messiah the Second Coming of the Son of Man.” Amazon: The 
Millennial Messiah: The Second Coming of the Son of Man, p. 383. Accessed November 11, 2025. 
https://www.amazon.com/Millennial-Messiah-Second-Coming-Son/dp/0875794076 .  

Millet, Robert L. “The Second Coming of Christ.” The Second Coming of Christ | Religious 
Studies Center of Brigham Young University. Accessed November 11, 2025. 
https://rsc.byu.edu/sperry-symposium-classics-doctrine-covenants/second-coming-christ-0 .  

Millet, Robert L. “What We Believe.” BYU Speeches of Brigham Young University, September 
26, 2024. https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/robert-l-millet/believe-4/ .  

“A More Perfect Union.” BYU ScholarsArchive. Accessed November 11, 2025. 
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/streaming/2/ .  

President Russell M. Nelson and Sister Wendy W. Nelson. “Hope of Israel.” Homepage - The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, June 3, 2018. 
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/broadcasts/worldwide-devotional-for-young-
adults/2018/06/hope-of-israel?lang=eng .  

President Russell M. Nelson President of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
“Peacemakers Needed.” General Conference April 2023 - The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

D&C 133-134 followHIM Podcast Page 5

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/1976/06/a-promised-land?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/1976/06/a-promised-land?lang=eng
https://journalofdiscourses.com/6/2#:%7E:text=The%20great%20object%20is%20to,Amen
https://oll.libertyfund.org/quotes/john-adams-on-how-absolute-power-intoxicates-those-who-excercise-that-power-1814
https://oll.libertyfund.org/quotes/john-adams-on-how-absolute-power-intoxicates-those-who-excercise-that-power-1814
https://www.npr.org/2010/01/18/122701268/i-have-a-dream-speech-in-its-entirety
https://www.amazon.com/Problem-Pain-C-S-Lewis/dp/0060652969
https://rsc.byu.edu/sperry-symposium-classics-doctrine-covenants/restoration-all-things-0
https://rsc.byu.edu/sperry-symposium-classics-doctrine-covenants/restoration-all-things-0
https://www.amazon.com/Millennial-Messiah-Second-Coming-Son/dp/0875794076
https://rsc.byu.edu/sperry-symposium-classics-doctrine-covenants/second-coming-christ-0
https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/robert-l-millet/believe-4/
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/streaming/2/
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/broadcasts/worldwide-devotional-for-young-adults/2018/06/hope-of-israel?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/broadcasts/worldwide-devotional-for-young-adults/2018/06/hope-of-israel?lang=eng


Saints, April 2, 2023. https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-
conference/2023/04/47nelson?lang=eng .  

President Russell M. Nelson President of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. “The 
Everlasting Covenant.” General Conference October 2022 - The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, October 1, 2022. https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/liahona/2022/10/04-the-
everlasting-covenant?lang=eng .  

President Russell M. Nelson President of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. “The 
Lord Jesus Christ Will Come Again.” General Conference October 2024 - The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, October 6, 2024. https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-
conference/2024/10/57nelson?lang=eng .  

Skinner, Andrew C., and K. Kelly Ogden. “Verse by Verse: The Old Testament, Volume 1.” 
Amazon: K. Kelly Ogden, Andrew C. Skinner. Accessed November 11, 2025. 
https://www.amazon.com/Verse-Old-Testament-1/dp/1609075919 .  

“Thomas Jefferson Center for Constitutional Studies.” Blogger. Accessed November 11, 2025. 
https://www.blogger.com/profile/12175150851078975963 .  

Welch, John W. “Symbolism in the Parable of the Willing and Unwilling Two Sons in Matthew 
21.” Symbolism in the Parable of the Willing and Unwilling Two Sons in Matthew 21 | Religious 
Studies Center of Brigham Young University. Accessed November 11, 2025. 
https://rsc.byu.edu/let-us-reason-together/symbolism-parable-willing-unwilling-two-sons-matthew-
21 .  

 
 
Biographical Information: 

 
Alvin Jackson serves as president of Dowdle Studios and Land that I Love, a non-profit subsidiary of 
Dowdle Studios, which is committed to creating awareness, excitement, and understanding about 
America’s true history. Al began his career in Washington, DC in government relations. After 16 years he 
and his family moved to Utah where he served in the Utah State Senate. Al earned his bachelor’s degree 
in aviation business administration from Embry-Riddle University and his MBA from Johns Hopkins 
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Hank Smith:  00:00:00 Coming up in this episode on followHIM. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson: 00:00:04 Before I joined the church in 1994, I used to think that the 
establishment of this country wasn't for us. I used to have the 
attitude, why am I celebrating independent state when my 
ancestors were in bondage at the formation of this country? 
And then when I joined the church, my eyes were open. As I'm 
reading Doctrine and Covenants 98 and Section 101 where the 
Lord specifically highlights that he raised up these wise men for 
specific purpose and that our founding documents are inspired. 

Hank Smith: 00:00:41 Hello everyone. Welcome to another episode of followHIM. My 
name is Hank Smith. I am your host. I'm here with my co-host 
John Bytheway, a pool of living water on parched ground. John, 
that is you. 

John Bytheway: 00:00:57 Never been called that 

Hank Smith:  00:00:59 I'm sure many of our listeners have sat in their car or had their 
children in the car and listened to a John Bytheway talk and I 
would describe it that way. Living water on parched ground. 
Hey John, we are very honored to have Brother Alvin Jackson 
with us Brother Jackson. Thank you for being here. Thank you 
for coming on followHIM. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson: 00:01:19 So happy to be here. I love your podcast. I love both of you. I 
was telling John before we got on that he went on a lot of road 
trips with my family because instead of listening to music or 
watching movies back in those days it was put a movie in and 
get the kids quiet. But no, my wife's like, no. We're listening to 
these hours and hours and hours of John Bytheway, and love 
the story of Lahonti and of Amalickiah coming down. 

John Bytheway: 00:01:51 Don't come down from your mountain. 
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Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:01:52  Don't come from your mountain. That's exactly right. And so 
we, we still talk about that to this day and when I told the kids 
that I was gonna be on this podcast, they thought way cool. 

Hank Smith:  00:02:01  John is as humble as you'd ever hope, but he has blessed a lot of 
lives and he just says, well, you know, we do what we can. 

John Bytheway:  00:02:11  Right back at you. 

Hank Smith:  00:02:13  Hey John sections 133 and 134. Not super well known sections. 
They're not one you automatically think of and they come out 
of order. I know you've taught these before. What are we 
looking at? What are you looking forward to? 

John Bytheway:  00:02:31  133 was gonna be an appendix, an ending to the Book of 
Commandment. That's interesting to think of where it was and 
how we're gonna take the gospel to the world. But 134 is a 
really interesting section because it speaks of how we're going 
to work with governments and laws in general. America was 
new at the time and still trying to live up to what it was 
designed to be. Looking forward to all of that. 

Hank Smith:  00:02:58  Yeah, I'm learning from an expert John. The date of section one 
is November 1st, 1831. The date of section 133 is November 
3rd, 1831. So apparently just one day happened between those 
two and we've been studying all of that all this year. Brother 
Jackson, as you've looked at these sections, what are we gonna 
do today? I know you've worked in the aerospace industry, so 
give us a 30,000 foot view. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:03:24  It's interesting to note that it was written just one day after 
section one and it just kept getting moved back to its rightful 
place. You think about the Book of Mormon, it starts with a 
question, just like most of Doctrine and Covenants, it starts with 
a question and it has to do with the gathering and what do the 
elders need to be doing to be involved in the gathering. And 
then the Lord in his magnificent wisdom lays out for them the 
reason you all need to get engaged is because I'm coming back 
sooner than most people think and I'm coming back in a big 
way. So it's your job to go out and prepare the people for this 
magnificent return that I'm planning right now. Then 134, it tells 
us how we live in government. So we've got the preparation for 
the Lord's Second Coming, how we live in a republic and how 
we adhere to the laws and the magistrates of the land. 

Hank Smith:  00:04:24  Yeah, one of the articles of faith honoring, obeying and 
sustaining the law. John, I need to tell you that I first heard 
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about Brother Jackson from a member of our team, Annabelle 
Chamberlain. Annabelle is very complimentary of many people, 
but this was more than that. Annabelle told me that this is 
someone who absolutely needs to be on our show. We take 
Annabelle's opinion very seriously here. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:04:48  She is a delightful young lady. 

Hank Smith:  00:04:51  She is and she does a lot for us here on our show. John, tell me 
what we know about Brother Jackson. I know you and he get 
along famously because of the common love of airplanes. 

John Bytheway:  00:05:05  He received a bachelor's degree in aviation business 
management from Embry Riddle, which the airplane people will 
know, oh that's a big aviation university, and an MBA from 
Johns Hopkins University. He is in a business now where he's 
committed to creating awareness and excitement and 
understanding about America's true history. Hank, I have to 
hand it to you again. You got the right guy for today, especially 
for Section 134. He moved to Utah, he had been a lobbyist for 
about 16 years with names like McDonald Douglas, Boeing and 
Northrop Grumman, which caught my ear 'cause those are all 
aviation companies. Actually served in the Utah State Senate for 
a long time. Moved his family here to Utah for 16 years. They 
have seven children. Where are you living now, Brother 
Jackson? 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:05:54  We live in Chevy Chase, Maryland. We do have a place here in 
Salt Lake City. So we spend a lot of time out here 'cause my 
wife's from here. I've got a boy that goes to University of Utah. 
He's playing basketball there. He is following in the footsteps of 
his older brother, Frank, who went to Lone Peak High School 
here. McDonald's all American, went to Duke for a year and 
then played in the NBA for five years. He's currently here and he 
is gonna go to China in November to play some more basketball. 

John Bytheway:  00:06:23  No kidding. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:06:25  That's where we are. But we live about 20 minutes from the 
White House. We love living in DC because of the history. 

John Bytheway:  00:06:32  Now Brother Jackson, you told us to call you Brother Jackson, 
but tell us how you're currently serving in the church. You have 
a different title than brother, don't you? 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:06:40  Yes, yes. I'm currently serving as a stake president in the 
Washington DC young single adult North Stake. We have eight 
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units. I was a bishop in the YSA ward before I was called a stake 
president. So we've been working with young people for the last 
nine to 10 years. Knew Annabelle when she was a single lady 
and Austin, her husband, Chamberlain, my wife and I. It's so 
funny we didn't know we were that dumb until we started 
working with young single adults. They're the smartest people 
in the room. 

Hank Smith:  00:07:13  Yeah. I teach at BYU and I often have to somehow disguise my 
face from going, wow, you just really taught me something I've 
never known. Yeah, they do that all the time. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:07:25  They are very smart, super intelligent. It's clear all of them were 
held and reserved to come to the earth now when the world's 
at its worst because of their valiancy, they are well positioned 
to turn their light on and really make a difference in the world 
and they are. We love serving with them. 

Hank Smith:  00:07:41  It's a difficult world for them but they are up for it. They are up 
for the challenge. They were born for this. Let's get started. I'm 
gonna read from the Come, Follow Me manual then really we 
wanna turn the time over to you Brother Jackson, guide us 
through this lesson. This is how it begins. In 1833, mobs 
attacked and destroyed the church's printing press. Among the 
print jobs in progress at the time was the Book of 
Commandments, the church's first attempt to compile God's 
latter-day revelations into one volume. The mob scattered the 
unbound pages and although courageous saints preserved some 
of them, only a few incomplete copies of the Book of 
Commandments are known to have survived. What we now 
know as section 133 of the Doctrine & Covenants was meant to 
be the appendix to the Book of Commandments like an 
exclamation point at the end of the Lord's published revelation, 
it warns of a coming day of judgment and repeats the call found 
throughout modern revelation, flee worldliness as symbolized 
by Babylon, build Zion, prepare for the second coming and 
spread this message unto every nation and kindred and tongue 
and people. The original plans for the Book of Commandments 
were not fulfilled, but this revelation is a reminder and a 
witness that the Lord's work will go forward for he shall make 
bare his holy arm and all the ends of the earth shall see the 
salvation of their God. Beautiful. Okay Brother Jackson, we are 
ready to learn. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:09:09  Great, thank you so much. You go back and read the opening 
part of section 133. It says, at this time there were many things 
which the elders desire to know relative to preaching the gospel 
to the inhabitants of the earth and concerning the gathering 
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and in order to walk by the true light and be instructed from on 
high on the 3rd of November, 1831, and this is Joseph Smith 
writing, I inquired of the Lord and received the following 
important revelation and we've already discussed how it was 
originally written as an appendix but kept moving back over 
time. The answer that the Lord gives comes in an interesting 
order as the Lord proceeds to talk about his pending Second 
Coming, highlighting the reason why the elders need to be 
involved in the gathering. That's one thing that I just love about 
the church that was so attractive to me when I started taking 
the discussions. 

  00:10:05  We're very good at teaching the why behind things. The Lord 
says, I'm gonna answer your question but I'm gonna tell you 
why. First, growing up in a Baptist faith, it was in a home where 
my parents old school you do as I say, no questions, no if ands 
or buts. There was no why. It was you either do this or I'm 
gonna knock you out. When I started taking the discussions in 
the church, I love the why the scriptures here are so illusionary. 
Jesus will be coming back in a very dramatic fashion and there's 
a lot of references to John the Revelator in the Book of 
Revelations, particularly Revelations chapters 12 and 14, which 
we will reference. The message is clear, there's no time to 
waste. The Revelations urgent tone emphasizes that Christ soon 
will come back to judge an apostate world which we refer to as 
Babylon. Any thoughts to that point. 

Hank Smith:  00:11:08  John I've said this before, but my great-grandfather wrote a 
hymn in which he said, come to Zion, come to Zion, Babylon the 
great is falling. 

John Bytheway:  00:11:21  Your great-grandfather wrote that. 

Hank Smith:  00:11:23  Yeah. Yeah. 

John Bytheway:  00:11:24  Wow. That's cool. 

Hank Smith:  00:11:26  A lot of it comes from this section. Go ye out from Babylon or 
the world, get away from there. You mentioned the book of 
Revelation, Brother Jackson. There's a great verse in Revelation 
where the Lord is speaking to the people in the great and 
spacious building. It's in Revelation 18:4. I've read the Book of 
Mormon where it says the great and spacious building falls and 
great was the fall thereof. Part of me is like, yeah, that's what 
you deserve. But in Revelation 18:4, the Lord says, come out of 
her my people that you receive not of her sins or her plagues. 
There's a tone of I love you. Get out of there. 
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John Bytheway:  00:12:12  I gotta write that down. I like what Brother Jackson said about 
the urgency of it in verse two, the Lord who shall suddenly 
come to his temple. We have all heard throughout the Doctrine 
& Covenants a phrase like I come quickly sometimes I jokingly 
say, you keep on using that word. I don't think it means what 
you think it means because they've been saying quickly for 200 
years. Some of the commentators I've read like Elder McConkie 
says quickly means suddenly, in a time you think not. Quickly 
can mean without warning. So when I see suddenly I think it's 
time to be prepared now. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:12:49  Yeah, that's right. It references if you look down in the 
footnotes, you look at Malachi chapter three verse one where it 
says, behold I will send my messenger and he shall prepare the 
way before me. And the Lord whom he seeks shall suddenly 
come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant whom 
he delight in behold he shall come saith the Lord of hosts. The 
question I have for you all is who is the messenger? He says, 
behold, I will send my messenger and he shall prepare the way 
before me. Who is he referring to there? 'cause I was reading 
that and wondering is he referring to Joseph Smith? Malachi 
three verse one, which is footnoted to... 

John Bytheway:  00:13:31  The messenger of the covenant. I love this. There is an answer 
from D. Kelly Ogden. He's a retired religious education professor 
and Andy Skinner that we've had on the podcast before. So I'm 
looking at page 456 in Verse By Verse the Old Testament. This is 
what he says. As we have seen a prophet's name or title often 
has something to do with his message. Just as Malachi in 
Hebrew means literally my messenger, the Lord would send into 
the world a messenger or a covenant, a standard, an ensign to 
prepare the way before him. We may see a composite 
fulfillment of this great prophecy in the coming of John the 
Baptist, Elijah and others in the ministry of Joseph Smith and in 
the gospel itself. Orson Pratt and Sidney Rigdon for example, 
were told in these latter days that they were preparing the way 
of the Lord just as John had done. Jesus Christ of course was the 
messenger of the covenant spoken of by Malachi in whom we 
certainly delight. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:14:35  Good answer. The section begins with a warning to prepare for 
the second coming of the Lord. And verse four, prepare ye, 
prepare ye, sanctify yourselves, gather together. And of course 
we love the word gather because our late prophet President 
Nelson, whom we are gonna miss dearly, he says, the gathering 
is the most important work taking place on the earth today. 
Nothing else compares in magnitude. Nothing else compares in 
importance. We're the Lord's missionaries, his disciples, we are 
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engaged in the greatest challenge, the greatest cause, the 
greatest work on earth today. And we see throughout the 
scriptures the Lord continually challenges us to gather, gather, 
gather. When you look at verse five, he admonishes us to 
separate yourself from the ungodliness of the world. You just 
can't have one foot in the world and one foot in the kingdom. 
It's just unsustainable. The gray areas are quickly dissipating. 
You're either in or you're out. There's no squishiness. We are 
seeing a separation of the wheat and the tares and the Lord is 
admonishing us in verse five, to separate yourself from the 
ungodliness of the world and come over to his side. 

John Bytheway:  00:15:51  President Nelson brought into our, well, we knew about 
gathering, but just brought it into our conversations so much 
more and I'm deeply grateful for one of his first talks in 2018 
that you already mentioned of talking about the greatest thing 
you can do. 'cause I think it affected some of my kids and my 
daughter who served a mission, she thought, oh I might, I might 
not. But I think President Nelson's message of gathering had a 
big impact on her thought process and decided, yeah, I think I 
will serve. I'm so grateful for that. When I see the scriptures, 
what do you think, Hank? You see a series of scatterings and 
gatherings, don't you? But here's a big one at the end, a big 
gathering. 

Hank Smith:  00:16:30  Right. President Nelson has brought this to the forefront of our 
minds. It's something that I think I had some ideas on before he 
became the president of the church and then he put it into 
focus. It all became very clear that the Lord made a promise, 
especially through the prophet Isaiah, that you will be scattered 
but I haven't forgotten you. One day I will bring you back. One 
day. Right? And it was millennia later when he called on a farm 
boy and said, it's time, it's time to keep a promise. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:17:07  That's so powerful because the prophet also, President Nelson, 
talked a lot about the Lord is hastening his work as he did two 
conferences ago and he's hastening his work on both sides of 
the veil, which happens to be the theme and vision that we 
want to convey to our young single adults is we are anxiously 
involved in missionary work and then getting folks to the 
temple, which leads us into, well verse five. It says, go ye out 
from Babylon, be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord. So 
come out of Babylon and get yourself clean. Get yourself right, 
get yourself sanctified through the gift of the Holy Ghost. And 
then in verse six, call your solemn assemblies and speak often 
one to another and let every man call upon the name of the 
Lord. Can your weekly attendance at church serve as a solemn 
assembly in your opinion gentlemen? 
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John Bytheway:  00:17:59  It's certainly a solemn event to contemplate what Jesus did for 
us and take the sacrament. I don't know if that meets the 
formal definition of a solemn assembly that seems to have a 
specific purpose, but what do you think Hank? 

Hank Smith:  00:18:13  Yeah, I think that there are capital S Solemn Assemblies and 
there's lowercase solemn assemblies. When we get together we 
can have these solemn assemblies, but we do have meetings 
such as when we get a new president of the church called 
solemn assemblies. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:18:29  Can we go to Doctrine & Covenants section 88 verse 117. I'm 
just fascinated by this notion of solemn assemblies. So come out 
of Babylon, clean yourself be ye clean that bear the vessels of 
the Lord and then call your solemn assemblies and speak often 
one to another. And so you go to 88:117, it says, call your 
solemn assembly as I have commanded you and in verse 118, 
and as all have not faith, seek diligently and teach one another 
words of wisdom. Yea seek ye out of the best books words of 
wisdom, seek learning even by study and faith. Organize 
yourselves, prepare every needful thing and establish a house, 
even a house of prayer, a house of fasting, a house of faith, a 
house of learning, a house of glory, a house of order, a house of 
God. So come out of Babylon, hold your solemn assemblies. Be 
involved and the Lord admonishes us, where we, what we need 
to be about and that's being in a house of order and a house of 
God. The temple. 

John Bytheway:  00:19:33  I love it. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:19:34  Let's go down to verse eight here and we now get to the answer 
of the original question. The first seven verses the Lord 
highlights that he's coming back, he's coming to his temple 
quickly, come out of Babylon and then in verse eight he tells us, 
send forth the elders of my church unto the nations which are 
afar off unto the islands of the sea. Send forth unto foreign 
lands, call upon all nations first upon the Gentiles and then 
upon the Jews, which is very interesting to me because when 
you look at the New Testament, it was let's take the gospel to 
the Jews first, then on to the Gentiles. Here we are reversed. 
Any thoughts about that? 

Hank Smith:  00:20:18  How many times do we hear in the scriptures the last shall be 
first and the first shall be last. We're gonna take the gospel to 
the Jews, then the Gentiles, and then the last days it's gonna go 
from Gentiles to Jews. 
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Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:20:30  Verse nine, go ye forth into the land of Zion. Further instruction 
and the borders of my people may be enlarged and that her 
stakes may be strengthened and that Zion may go forth unto 
the regions about establishing Zion. And in verse 10, this is an 
interesting statement here the Lord makes here, awake and 
arise and go forth to meet the bridegroom. Prepare yourself for 
the great day of the Lord. There's that analogy to the 
bridegroom which was talked about quite a bit in the last 
General Conference. That whole the parable of the bridegroom. 
There in verse 11. Watch therefore for ye know neither the day 
nor the hour, but be prepared. From the conference talk in 
October '24, President Nelson says, the Lord Jesus Christ will 
come again. It was really a hopeful message, not a day to be 
feared. He says, brothers and sisters, now is the time for you 
and me to prepare for the Second Coming of the Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. Now is the time for us to make our 
discipleship our highest priority, in a world filled with dizzying 
distractions how can we do this? And he goes on and talks 
about regular worship in the temple that will help us to be able 
to do that. Any thoughts gentlemen? 

John Bytheway:  00:21:46  There's a few metaphors I think for the Second Coming. One is a 
thief in the night. You have no idea. One is a woman in travail 
where you've got a pretty good idea because you can tell that 
there are signs. This one too, the bridegroom. You see the 
footnote there to Matthew 25, this parable of the wise and 
foolish virgins. They know a wedding's coming, they know it's 
close, but they're just not quite ready. That's a great one to add 
to that list of different metaphors. Won't take us by surprise. 
We will know it's coming and as President Nelson said be 
prepared. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:22:24  Adding to that John, when the prophet tells us we are the 
people that need to prepare the world for the Second Coming, 
the world is wicked enough in my opinion, for the Savior to 
come back. I mean we're, we're pretty darn close, but I don't 
think the world is prepared yet. That's why we're being 
admonished to be part of that come out of Babylon, be ye clean 
that bear the vessels of the Lord so I can use you. Gather 
together with other like-minded people, Latter-day Saints, other 
Christians, link arms and go out into the world and proclaim my 
gospel first to the Gentiles and then to the Jews, lays it out 
beautifully for us. This is our roadmap, this is our playbook, our 
blueprint for getting prepared and helping the world be 
prepared for the Lord's Second Coming. 

Hank Smith:  00:23:16  I'm interested in the juxtaposition or the spectrum of Babylon 
and Zion. You can't have both. I'm sure you remember Elder 
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Maxwell saying, let us once and for all, establish our residence 
in Zion. Give up the summer cottage in Babylon. That yes, I have 
both feet in Zion, but occasionally I go to Babylon to be 
entertained, right? I go to Babylon to see a show. I go to 
Babylon to embrace what's over there. Just for a little while. I 
have found that Babylon today can be, I live in Zion, but 
occasionally I go into social media and spark contention and 
fight and comment back and forth. And then I come back and I 
live in Zion in my home and on Sundays, that could be a 
temptation to go over to Babylon and fight over whatever 
Babylon is choosing to fight about today. John, what do you 
say? What are we gonna be outraged about today? Let's go over 
there and find out. 

John Bytheway:  00:24:22  And you're behind a screen name. People don't know who you 
are, so it's tempting for some of those social media entities to 
go and say things you would never say if you were with a group 
of people. 

Hank Smith:  00:24:35  Yeah, I think it's now rage sales. 

John Bytheway:  00:24:37  Outrage. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:24:39  Yeah, that is interesting. I find myself wanting to respond to 
people and they're only just, they're just words, right? We get 
so offended and so hurt by just words and you know, nobody's 
entitled to go through life protected from insult, from hurt 
feelings. That's just the occupational hazard of being in society. 
We've allowed ourselves to let words really govern us and I love 
the messages that we hear in conference and from the prophet. 
Be a peacekeeper. Don't go down to individuals levels. Stay, stay 
above the fray and approach everything with love and charity. 
That's hard to do. That is so hard to do. You go on social media 
and people love to refer to us as Mormons and that we're not 
Christians and the tendency is to want to fight back. Our tree is 
known by its fruit. The best thing that you can do to counter the 
rhetoric is results. Live your life in a way that bears fruit and 
wear Jesus Christ on your sleeves. 

John Bytheway:  00:25:45  Hmm. 

Hank Smith:  00:25:45  I love it. Sometimes we think I can't go to bed. There's someone 
wrong online. You're not gonna change any minds. I like what 
you said there. Your daily interactions are gonna matter more 
than your online opinions. 
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John Bytheway:  00:26:03  Yeah, well put. I love what you said, just being above the fray. 
When I see how our church leaders respond, I think I need to be 
more like that. They're always like that above the fray and we're 
focusing on Christ and we're telling everyone to focus on Christ. 
That's a good way to respond. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:26:23  Yeah, you're not gonna change minds and persuade people by 
telling them off. You're really not. What did Lincoln say? An 
ounce of honey will catch more flies than a pound of gall. Let's 
go down to verse 14 here. He admonishes us again to go ye out 
from among the nations, even from Babylon, from the midst of 
wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon. Down in verse 16, listen 
ye elders of my church together and hear the voice of the Lord 
for he calls upon all men and he commandeth all men 
everywhere to repent. We're to go out and in the kindest way 
possible, call people to repentance. Have you all thought about 
what that looks like for you personally? That thought just came 
to me as I just read that calling people to repentance. How do 
we do that in the world that considers the truth in some regard, 
hate speech or unsafe, but at the same time you want to help 
people see the err of their ways or come to the light and from 
the darkness. How do you do that in this world where folks are 
so sensitive about believers and nonbelievers and so forth? 
What are, what are your thoughts gentlemen? 

John Bytheway:  00:27:41  My first thought, Hank and Al went to the Bible Dictionary. I 
love its definition of repent. It's a new view about oneself, 
about God and about the world. The word repentance, it almost 
implies you're shaking a finger at somebody. When you see 
repentance as, let me show you a new way to view yourself, to 
view the world and to view God. That's a very happy, hopeful 
kind of exciting thought to repent. If you put it that way, what 
do you think, Hank? 

Hank Smith:  00:28:12  Yeah, I think so. Some of the times that I've been personally 
called to repentance are when I'm around someone who is 
behaving in a way that I want to be more like them. For 
example, I've traveled with John before and I've seen him the 
way he interacts with people. I've seen the way he talks to his 
wife and his children and I think to myself as I'm just watching 
that I need to do better. Here's October 2008, Elder D. Todd 
Christofferson. This talk is linked in the manual. Come to Zion, 
listen to what he says. Zion is Zion because of the character 
attributes and faithfulness of her citizens. He quotes Moses 
seven, the Lord called his people Zion because they were of one 
heart and one mind and dwelt in righteousness. There was no 
poor among them. And then this statement as I read it, he's not 
calling me to repentance, but this statement sure does. 
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  00:29:12  If we would establish Zion in our homes, branches, wards and 
stakes, we must rise to this standard. It will be necessary to one, 
become unified in one heart and one mind. Two to become 
individually and collectively a holy people and three, to care for 
the poor and needy with such effectiveness that we eliminate 
poverty. Those three acts, he's pointing out, he's not calling me 
to repentance directly but he is and then he finishes this way. 
We cannot wait until Zion comes for these things to happen. 
Zion will only come as they happen. I need to be more unified 
with the Saints. I need to be more holy and I need to do more to 
care for the poor and needy in my own sphere of influence. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:30:05  You just highlighted some of the messaging that we've been 
getting from the brethren or regarding particularly I'm thinking 
about Elder Stevenson's talk regarding the four divinely 
appointed responsibilities. First living the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Second, proclaiming the gospel which is missionary work. Third, 
uniting families for eternity. And then four, caring for the poor 
and needy. If our focus as that Zionist community, if we can 
focus on the four areas, we can make a real difference in the 
world. 

Hank Smith:  00:30:39  Just our behavior I think can call people to repentance, not in a 
mean shameful way, but when you see someone behaving in a 
way that is inspiring, I am compelled to be more like them. 

John Bytheway:  00:30:53  One of the things that is so motivating to me, I've tried to use it 
when I have a chance to give a talk or something is talk about 
someone like that and then you don't have to say, you should 
be like this person. You just tell the story of the person and with 
your audience go, wow, the Spirit supplies the I need to do that, 
you know? The Spirit supplies that I need to be better about 
that when you talk about someone who is a great example to 
you. We all know what we're not living up to. And so I like that 
idea Hank. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:31:27  I do too. Thank you for your comments. Those are great. Let's 
go down to verse 17. I'm gonna say something here that I think 
will be interesting for our listeners. It says here in verse 17, for 
behold the Lord God hath sent forth the angel crying through 
the midst of heaven saying, prepare ye the way of the Lord and 
make his path straight, for the hour of his coming is nigh. The 
first thought is, well who is this angel? And I look down and I see 
in 17a Doctrine and Covenants 27:5. The Lord highlights who 
that angel is and it says here in verse 27:5, behold this is 
wisdom in me. Wherefore marvel not for the hour cometh that I 
will drink of the fruit of the vine and with you on the earth and 
with Moroni whom I have sent unto you to reveal the Book of 

D&C 133-134 Part 1 followHIM Podcast Page 12

https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/gary-e-stevenson/divinely-appointed-responsibilities-heavenly-blessings/


Mormon containing the fullness of my everlasting gospel to 
whom I have committed the keys of the record of the stick of 
Ephraim. 

  00:32:27  The Lord there is referring to Moroni. So then I did a little bit of 
research on Moroni 'cause we all know about him and Joseph 
Smith and the plates. And then I stumbled across a speech from 
1854, the July 4th celebration. People think I'm nuts here. I'm 
reading back to speeches from 1854 and there was a 
celebration in Salt Lake City and Orson Hyde gives this speech, 
it's found in the volume six of the Journal of Discourses. He says 
this, quote, in those early and perilous times, and this goes back 
John, to my love for American history, our men were few and 
our resources limited. He's referring to the Revolutionary War. 
Poverty was among the most potent enemies we had to 
encounter. Yet our arms were successful and it may not be 
amiss to ask here by whose power victory so often perched on 
our banner. It was by the agency of that same angel of God that 
appeared unto Joseph Smith and revealed to him the history of 
the early inhabitants of this country. 

  00:33:35  This same angel presides over the destinies of America and feels 
a lively interest in all our doings. He goes on to say he was in the 
camp of Washington and by an invisible hand led our fathers to 
conquest and victory and this to open and prepare the way for 
the Church and the kingdom of God to be established in the 
western hemisphere for the redemption of Israel and the 
salvation of the world. This same angel was with Columbus and 
gave him deep impressions by dreams and by visions respecting 
this New World under the guardianship of the same angel, or 
Prince of America, have in the United States, grown, increased 
and flourished like the sturdy oak by the rivers of water. That's 
who Moroni is according to Orson Hyde. Thoughts gentlemen. 
Am I nuts here? What do you think? 

John Bytheway:  00:34:29  When I see the language in verse 17, an angel crying through 
the midst of heaven. That's one of the last verses in the book of 
Revelation. I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven 
having the everlasting gospel. I'm always reminded and this'll hit 
home of the Washington DC temple where you've got Moroni 
with the trumpet in his right hand and some angel Moroni have 
their left hand empty. But this angel Moroni has the plates in his 
left hand in the Washington DC temple. And I think could that 
be that meaning of having the everlasting gospel having it in his 
arms right there? What do you think? 

Hank Smith:  00:35:08  That's great. Joseph Smith definitely saw that angel from the 
book of Revelation as Moroni. If the original Nauvoo temple had 
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Moroni horizontal flying through the midst of heaven, having 
the everlasting gospel. I'll mention one thing here from verse 
17, but I really like what you're saying here, Brother Jackson 
about Moroni in the history of America and him saying, well not 
only am I going to bring this, this gospel forth, this church forth, 
but I'm gonna bring this government forth that can sustain this 
church. Which the soil, this church can be built in. The reference 
of verse 17, prepare ye the way of the Lord and make his paths 
straight is an Isaiah reference that is used for John the Baptist. 
From what I understand in Jesus' day, if a king was going to 
make a journey, he needed to send out a road crew in front of 
him. 

  00:36:05  Right? Here in Utah we have UDOT, my friend Jeff Lewis works 
for UDOT. They make sure the roads are smooth, but in Jesus' 
day there is no Israel-DOT. There is no holy land-DOT to go and 
fix all the roads. He has to send out a road crew in front of him 
to make sure that the road isn't washed out or the rocks are 
made smooth. John the Baptist is this road crew. You can both 
correct me here, but I believe that when Jesus shows up on the 
scene, John the Baptist already has a number of followers. Jesus 
doesn't have to do the grassroots, John just says, I've got your 
people. Here they are. Take 'em. You must increase. I must 
decrease. I've never thought of this, but I can see the Book of 
Mormon and Moroni being that John the Baptist figure the 
second time that when the Lord comes again, there's already a 
people prepared for him by Moroni in the Book of Mormon. 

John Bytheway:  00:37:04  I like it. The idea of a forerunner is going before the king and we 
often call John the Baptist a forerunner. My wife and I when we 
were first married had a Toyota Forerunner and we wanted to 
get the license plate that said Elias 'cause Elias was a 
forerunner. We thought that would be so funny, but somebody 
already had it. But I like the way of preparing the way of the 
Lord. It sounds like we're being called upon to do that again. 
Yeah He won't be born in a manger this time. He's gonna come 
a little differently this next time and we have to prepare for 
that. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:37:37  When you get to verse 18, it's similar to Revelations chapter 14 
verse one. I'll read 18. It says, when the Lamb shall stand upon 
Mount Zion and with him 144,000 having his father's name 
written on their foreheads. In Revelations 14:1 it says, and I 
looked and lo, a lamb stood on the Mount Sion with an S and 
with him and 144,000 having his father's name written in their 
foreheads. And that 144,000 are also referenced in Revelation 
7:4 as part of the vision recorded in the book of Revelation, 
John witnessed many important events that would occur prior 
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to the Savior's Second Coming and he saw the 144,000 faithful 
high priests from all the tribes of Israel being ordained to 
administer the gospel and bring people to the church. 144,000. 
If you take the 12 tribes and you divide it in 144, you get 12,000 
from each tribe. Is that what the Lord is referencing here or I 
had a conversation with one of our institute teachers, CES, his 
name's Michael Cottle. Hank, I think you know him and he just 
adores you. 

Hank Smith:  00:38:57  Oh, Brother Cottle and I are fast friends. I love Mike Cottle. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:39:02  He is great. He sent me this text 'cause we were talking about 
this and he says, as of December 31st, 2024, the church has 
3,608 stakes. Each stake has three presidency members. If we 
average the number of wards to be eight in a stake, they would 
have 24 bishopric members who are all high priests, one 
patriarch and 12 members of the high council. That comes to 
144,320 high priests. Isn't that fascinating? 

John Bytheway:  00:39:34  That's a fun text to get. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:39:36  Yes, exactly. Book of Revelations. It's a tough read for me 
because it used such illusionary language and beautiful 
language and it's hard to understand sometimes. What are you 
all's thoughts about the 144,000 and who are they? 

John Bytheway:  00:39:53  I think they're elders of Israel or maybe high priests, but I don't 
think we have to limit that number and say there's only gonna 
be this many or I think it's a symbolic number. There's going to 
be probably more than that, like you just said in your number, 
of high priests that have the Lord's name written in their 
foreheads. But it's symbolic of this is gonna happen. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:40:13  Yeah this is gonna happen. I love that. 

Hank Smith:  00:40:16  I'm with you John. I think the number is a symbol that this is the 
saved community. These are those who believe in Jesus. That 
idea of having the father's name written on your forehead in 
the book of Revelation. You take one or the other, either you 
get the mark of the beast or you have the father's name written 
in your forehead. The idea there is an ancient idea of ownership 
that the beast will brand you as a slave, but the Father or God in 
the book of Revelation seals you in your forehead, a much more 
kingly idea. So you can be branded a slave by Babylon or 
anointed a king by God. So it seems that these are those who 
have come out of Babylon and are part of this community of 
Zion, I would say. 
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Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:41:08  Yeah, I appreciate that. And going on to what you said there, 
you look at verse 19 and there's the reference again to the 
bridegroom. It's those who are with, and I think you're right, the 
144,000 is symbolic of those who are gonna be standing on the 
Lord's side. 'cause we know in this world of contention and 
chaos and good versus evil, we know we've read the book and 
the end, the Lord's gonna win. Well the question for us 
individually is what side do you want to be on? Do you want to 
be on the winning side or the pending losing side? So we have a 
choice with regard to using our agency to strive to be the best 
that we can, to be good and to do good so that when the Savior 
comes back, we can look forward to his return with anticipation 
in a positive direction that we're on your right hand, we are 
here, we're out of Babylon. And that's where you want to be. 

John Bytheway:  00:42:04  Your statement, decide which side's gonna win. We need to 
decide which side is going to win and be on that side. Reminds 
me of an experience I had. I kept hearing that Elder Jeffrey R. 
Holland had said something like that, that the history of the 
world's already been written and that the final victory has been 
posted or something like that. And I couldn't find it anywhere. 
And I used every research tool I could think of and I just couldn't 
find it. Hank, I did something I had never done before and I'm 
not recommending this especially, but I picked up the church's 
phone number of the main switchboard and I didn't know what 
would happen and I just said, hi, can you connect me to Elder 
Holland's office? To my surprise, I was shocked and amazed 
when they said, yeah, just a minute. I went, what? 

Hank Smith:  00:42:51  Wait, what? 

John Bytheway:  00:42:51  A wonderful person, a secretary answered and I said, hi, I am 
looking for this statement, something about the history of the 
world's been written and final score's been posted. I can't find it 
anywhere. She said, huh, I'm not familiar with that. Let me get 
your email address. So I gave her my email address and thought, 
well, we'll see what happens. And I get this email and it says, 
dear John, which is kind of the story of my life, but that's 
another talk. Dear John, Oddly enough, that is something I said 
probably at a mission conference or somewhere where it wasn't 
recorded. Would you like me to restate it and authorize it's use? 
Jeff. 

Hank Smith:  00:43:34  Wow. Wow. 

John Bytheway:  00:43:37  I emailed back like, oh man, I'm so sorry to bother you. I didn't 
mean to. Thank you. That'd be great. But I'm sorry to bother 
you. 
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Hank Smith:  00:43:45  And please forget my name and please forget 

John Bytheway:  00:43:47  Yeah, I, no, no, no. Exactly, I was at the galley proof stage. I 
couldn't wait any longer and it didn't, it hadn't come yet. Two 
days before I had to turn it in, I got this email from Elder Holland 
with this beautiful quotation, do you wanna hear it guys? 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:44:05  Yes, please. 

John Bytheway:  00:44:07  Okay. Quote, the future of this world has long been declared. 
The final outcome between good and evil is already known. 
There's absolutely no question as to who wins because the 
victory has already been posted on the scoreboard. The only 
really strange thing in all of this is that we are still down here on 
the field trying to decide which team's jersey we want to wear. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:44:30  That's so good. 

John Bytheway:  00:44:31  Isn't that good? 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:44:33  I gotta have that quote. That is an incredible quote. 

John Bytheway:  00:44:37  The fun part is that when I gave this to Deseret Book, they said, 
what's your source? And I said, well, it's Elder Holland. So the 
editor had to put, I love this Hank this, the only time it's ever 
been in one of my books. Personal correspondence from Elder 
Jeffrey R. Holland. 

Hank Smith:  00:44:53  Of course, between John Bytheway and Jeffrey R. Holland. 

John Bytheway:  00:45:00  Hank you cannot believe how many Seminary and Institute 
teachers over the years, Hey, where did you get that? When I 
have to tell them, well, the only printed source I know of is my 
book. 

Hank Smith:  00:45:09  Right. John, if I remember right, that book is called When Times 
Are Tough by John Bytheway. 

John Bytheway:  00:45:17  That's right. With my personal correspondence from Elder 
Jeffrey R. Holland. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:45:23  That's pretty cool. 

Hank Smith:  00:45:23  Some people are just lucky. 

John Bytheway:  00:45:26  Oh man, that was so fun. How gracious of him to do that. It was 
even better than I thought. The idea that we are trying to 
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determine which team's jersey we want to wear, how absurd 
that would be since we know that the Lord will prevail and will 
be victorious. That's why I loved it so much. 

Hank Smith:  00:45:46  Brother Jackson you said something earlier. I'd like to go back to 
throughout this section we hear, flee to Jerusalem and flee to 
Zion, get away from Babylon, go to Jerusalem, go to Zion. We 
can talk about Jerusalem next year, John. Old Testament, the 
following year, New Testament. This is a good chance for us to 
talk about Zion and the land on which it's built, the country, the 
United States. You've done some homework on the history of 
this country. I think we'd love to just learn from you, what do 
you see in the United States and its founding that would be an 
ideal place for Zion to be built? 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:46:29  Wow. It starts with being built on the premise of freedom. That 
whole wonderful gift that the Lord gives us. The gift of agency 
and how it ties to the Atonement. That the Lord very much 
cares about what kind of government we live under because he 
wants us to live in a government where there's maximum 
freedom so we can choose for ourselves and we can choose the 
worship for ourselves. Before I joined the church in 1994, I used 
to think that the establishment of this country wasn't for us. I 
used to have the attitude, why am I celebrating Independence 
Day when my ancestors were in bondage at the formation of 
this country? And then when I joined the church, my eyes were 
open. As I'm reading Doctrine and Covenants 98 and section 
101 where the Lord specifically highlights that he raised up 
these wise men for a specific purpose and that our founding 
documents are inspired. 

  00:47:24  I struggled with that 'cause I'm thinking, well, I was taught that 
these men were flawed. I mean really, really flawed. They 
owned individuals, there's so many stories that are out there 
that I've come to find out now were not true. Because if you 
can't attack the doctrine, then you go after the personalities of 
these men or you make up stories about them. As I started 
doing my own research, I have to give credit to my mother. She 
would always say, go do your own research. I would encourage 
others to do that. Don't just take someone's word for it. Actually 
study it out for yourself. So as I became a voracious learner and 
reading about these men and reading in the Doctrine and 
Covenants and then there's specific scriptures in first and 
second Nephi that talks about the special nature of this country. 
It all ties to the Atonement, Hank and John, if we're free to 
choose, we're held accountable for our own lives. 

D&C 133-134 Part 1 followHIM Podcast Page 18



  00:48:23  This whole notion of self-government, which is at the the 
foundation of living in a republic in a free society, we're then 
accountable for our own sins and we can't blame others who 
we're in bondage to or if we've got an unrighteous king like King 
Noah, that's forcing us to do these things. No, the Lord wants us 
to be able to make decisions for ourselves so that we can 
choose Him. And that's why America is such a special place. Not 
only provided the environment for the restoration of the gospel 
because we have freedom of religion, but it also protects that 
beautiful gift that the Lord gave us and agency, moral agency to 
choose for ourselves to choose him or choose the other guy. A 
long-winded answer to your question, Hank, but that's my story. 

Hank Smith:  00:49:12  The more I've learned about the gospel, the more I've seen the 
Lord honors agency. If you're going to choose to become like 
Him, it has to be freely chosen because if it's not, you're not 
actually like Him because he freely chooses His life. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:49:31  That's right. I think the gospel of freedom goes hand in hand 
with the gospel of Jesus Christ. I don't think you can have one 
without the other. We are a global church, but it all started and 
emanated right here in America. Just look at the Revolutionary 
War. We weren't supposed to win that war. There's no way. 
And here you got George Washington and this ragtag team of a 
collection of individuals from all walks of life, including black 
Americans who fought in the Revolutionary War. That's another 
thing. What was it for them that encouraged them to get 
involved in something that most of their friends and relatives 
and so forth were in bondage, but they still fought. They also 
fought in the Civil War. So if America's good enough for them, 
Hank and John it's good enough for me. 

John Bytheway:  00:50:21  I love this idea of agency. Before we pushed play Brother 
Jackson, we were talking about Lehi kind of dividing everything 
into two, kind of a dichotomy of God created things to act and 
things to be acted upon. We have power to act. And Hank what 
you said, it reminded me of Daniel Peterson who was talking 
about a world religion that wouldn't let their youth mix because 
somebody might break the law of chasity. Daniel Peterson said 
it so beautifully. He said, yeah, if you allow the different sexes 
to mix, there may be some immorality. But he said there could 
be another result freely chosen virtue, which is a very good 
thing. And I love that the way he put that there are people who 
will freely choose virtue, but they have to have that choice. 
What did Elder Renlund say? God doesn't want us to keep the 
commandments. He wants us to choose to keep the 
commandments. That idea of having a choice is an American 
idea that you're talking about. 
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Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:51:26  It's empowering. Isn't that empowering? Don't you feel 
powerful that you've got control over your destiny? That the 
doors locked from the inside as CS Lewis said, and we just have 
to turn the handle and walk through because we control that 
destiny. We talked about this before we hit record, that those 
ideals and principles found in our founding documents, even 
though these men were flawed, those are the ideals that we 
aspire to. Those are the standards that we aspire to. We're still 
a work in progress. 

John Bytheway:  00:51:57  You used a word just now that I think Martin Luther King called 
the Constitution an aspirational document. It's like these 
principles are perfect. We're not there, but they are principles 
to aspire to. It took us a while to get there and we're still getting 
there in some things, but the document is talked about in the 
Doctrine and Covenants as being inspired, which is inspiring to 
think about that. Yeah. We've got work to do to live up to what 
this document spells out for us. 

Hank Smith:  00:52:27  Yeah. Brother Jackson, you hit something that hurts my heart. 
Occasionally when I'm in a lesson and I hear someone say, Satan 
wanted to save everyone, I think, why are you believing him? 
Believe what the Lord said about him. This is Moses chapter 
four, verse three. Satan rebelled against me. He didn't want to 
save everyone. He sought to destroy the agency of man. That's 
what he wanted. He wanted agency destroyed. I don't know 
why we believe him. He says one thing and his motive is 
completely different. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:53:02  Completely different. A counterfeit. You think about the war in 
heaven, which was over agency. It continues today on the Earth, 
it's still a fight over agency. I love that quote that you 
highlighted from Elder Holland about, we're still trying to decide 
what jerseys we wanna wear when we know. 

John Bytheway:  00:53:19  It should be obvious. Yeah. 

Hank Smith:  00:53:22  We know the end. Have you both noticed that almost 
everything the adversary pushes anyone towards results in a 
loss of agency. Addiction. Prison. 

John Bytheway:  00:53:36  It's like addiction and agency on different sides of a continuum. 
Satan doesn't play fair. He'll tell you, this is no big deal. 
Everybody does it. You'll like it. Then as soon as you listen to 
him, he'll say, you horrible person. How dare, you are the worst. 
You know? Because like you said, Hank he speaks out of two 
sides of his mouth and gotta know that, those tactics. 
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Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:54:03  Do you feel like he has turned up the temperature because he 
realizes that his reign is coming to an end and that he is just 
unleashing havoc on the world today? 

Hank Smith:  00:54:14  Yeah, absolutely. I've also noticed that nothing the Lord asked 
me to do is very addictive. I sometimes wish it was, but I have to 
choose it every time. I'm not addicted to paying my tithing. I'm 
not addicted to fasting. I'm not addicted to going to the temple. 
I have to freely choose it every single time. What did you say? 
The war continues. The war on agency. 

John Bytheway:  00:54:40  We just changed locations. Yep. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:54:42  Yeah, that's right. That's why we're doing this podcast so we can 
help people. I mean this is another tool to go along with the 
scriptures, the temple, the conference talks, which I've fallen in 
love with again because I read 'em as I walk on the treadmill 
because I don't have John Bytheway's metabolism so I've got 
my treadmill on the highest level, I'm walking uphill and before 
you know it, I've been 35, 40 minutes on the treadmill 'cause I 
dove right back into the conference talks, loving those 
conference talks. 

John Bytheway:  00:55:15  Yeah, you can lose track of time 'cause sometimes I'll listen, I'll 
miss my exit. Suddenly I'm in Idaho going, wait, I was supposed 
to turn off in Farmington. What? How'd I get here? You know? 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:55:25  Right. I've loved studying this. Let's go to verse 20. For behold, 
he shall stand upon the Mount of Olivet and upon the mighty 
ocean, even the great deep and upon the islands of the sea and 
upon the land of Zion. So metaphorically, the Savior will be 
standing across the different continents, a reference we'll 
discuss later as it relates to the actual surface of the earth. So if 
you switch over to Zechariah chapter 14, verses two to four. At 
His Second Coming, the Lord will fight for Israel, for I will gather 
all nations against Jerusalem to battle and the city shall be 
taken and the houses rifled, and the women ravished and half 
of the city shall go forth into captivity and the residue of the 
people shall not be cut off from the city. Verse three, then shall 
the Lord go forth and fight against those nations as he fought in 
the days of battle. 

  00:56:25  And his feet in verse four shall stand in that day upon the 
Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east and the 
Mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the 
east and toward the west, thus shall be a very great valley and 
half the mountain shall remove toward the north and half of it 
toward the south. There's that illusionary language, that 
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imaginatory language of the Savior and His Second Coming. And 
then you jump down to verse nine, and the Lord shall be king 
over all the earth: in that day shall there be one Lord and his 
name one. 

Hank Smith:  00:57:05  The beauty of Zechariah here is that everything is going wrong. 
We've got our backs against the wall we're going to lose. Then 
like the Red Sea, the mountain splits there is a way out. So it 
does seem to be a reenactment. The Red Sea part two. 

John Bytheway:  00:57:28  Oh, I like that. Yeah. Which is our way out. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  00:57:32  Going back to the sports analogy of what team we wanna be on. 
Jesus Christ is our best player and oftentimes he's sitting on the 
bench waiting for us to put him in the game. The best player 
shows up when things are quite bleak. Then in verse 21, And he 
shall utter his voice out of Zion and he shall speak from 
Jerusalem and his voice shall be heard among all people. And it 
shall be a voice as a voice of many waters. Have we heard that 
reference before? And as a voice of a great thunder, which shall 
break down the mountains and the valley shall not be found. 
That great and dreadful day. This focuses on, these two verses, 
the great part, awesome. He's coming back in glory and power. 
Verse 23 and 24, we're gonna talk a little bit about America 
here. 

  00:58:25  23 and 24. He shall command the great deep and it shall be 
driven back into the north countries and the island shall be 
become one land and the land of Jerusalem and the land of Zion 
shall be turned back into their own place in the earth shall be 
like it was as in the days before it was divided. Interesting. As I 
did some research on that, that's an interesting notion for me 
because about a hundred years likely 125ish per the lineage 
that's laid out in Genesis chapter 10 after Noah and his family 
come off the ark, the one landmass was divided, noted in 
Genesis 10:25, Peleg means division. And the scripture reads 
and unto Eber were born two sons, the name of one was Peleg; 
for in his days, the earth was divided. According to scripture, 
Peleg was the great, great grandson of Shem who was a son of 
Noah who was on the ark. 

  00:59:32  And there's an article that I found from President Holland that 
he wrote in 1976. In commemoration of the bicentennial. He 
says, quote, holy scripture records that after the waters had 
receded off the face of this land, it became a choice land of the 
Lord. Wherefore, the Lord would have that all men should serve 
Him who dwell upon the face thereof, which is a reference to 
Ether chapter 13, verse two. Such a special place needed now to 
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be kept apart from other regions, free from the indiscriminate 
traveler as well as the soldier of fortune. To guarantee such 
sanctification the very surface of the earth was rent. In response 
to God's decree, the great continent separated and the ocean 
rushed in to surround them. The promised place was set apart 
without habitation. It waited for the fulfillment of God's special 
purposes. This is Jeffrey R. Holland, A Promised Land, which he 
wrote in June 20th, 1976 Ensign article on page 23. That quote 
comes directly from that, which highlights that notion there, 
that the days before it was divided at the end of verse 24. 

Hank Smith:  01:00:49  I am one who reads the scriptures figurative first, literal second. 
So when I see this division take place early, just after Adam and 
Eve, I think of the fall that there was unity on the earth. Then 
there's this dramatic fall. It's just division, Satan rules by 
division. And the Lord is begging his people to be one. I feel like 
here he comes, he's coming back to his people, he's coming 
back to the earth. Unity is a result of that, that everyone is 
turned back and the earth is like it was before the fall that the 
lion and the lamb lie down together. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  01:01:33  I like that perspective a lot. Thank you Hank. 

John Bytheway:  01:01:36  And I like that idea of it sure does take the Holy Ghost to read 
some things, doesn't it? When you're doing that approach, is 
this figurative or literal? I feel like Laman and Lemuel asked 
Nephi about that too. And sometimes Nephi said, well actually 
it's both. But yeah, I love the idea of a division and unity there. 
The way you explained that, Hank, that's the one I would prefer. 
I'm anxious to see what really happens. 

Hank Smith:  01:02:05  All right. Now if it's literal, I am excited to see it. 

John Bytheway:  01:02:09   Yeah, that's gonna be something, yeah. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  01:02:11  To follow up on that because I do, I hear you. I read it 
figuratively and literally because of my study of America and it 
being the promised land in terms of a place where the 
restoration could come about, the Lord had to separate it from 
the landmass. And if you look at 2 Nephi chapter one, verses six 
to eight, the key verse is in number eight, it says, and behold, it 
is wisdom that this land should be kept as yet from the 
knowledge of other nations. For behold, many nations would 
overrun the land that there would be no place for an 
inheritance. That connects to these verses that we've just read 
here. When the Lord comes again, he's gonna bring it all back 
together. And how he does that, who knows. But you look in 2 
Nephi, chapter one verses six and seven, where Lehi talks about, 

D&C 133-134 Part 1 followHIM Podcast Page 23

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/1976/06/a-promised-land
https://rsc.byu.edu/let-us-reason-together/symbolism-parable-willing-unwilling-two-sons-matthew-21
https://geology.byu.edu/0000017c-f2fd-dd9b-a7ff-f2ff80950001/volume-44-rigby-hanger-pdf


wherefore I Lehi prophesy according to the workings of the 
Spirit, which is in me, that there shall be none come unto this 
land save they shall be brought by the hand of the Lord. So 
when you think about the pilgrims, we were taught in school 
that they came here for religious freedom. They were already 
experiencing that in Holland 'cause they had left England to go 
to Holland. And they were already exercising their right to 
worship as they please. But as they thought about it further, 
they were admonished by the Lord through prayer to come to 
America. So if you read further in verse six there from 2 Nephi 
chapter one, verses six and seven, wherefore this land is 
consecrated unto him who he shall bring and if it so be that they 
shall serve him according to the commandments. That's the 
gospel according to Al Jackson. 

Hank Smith:  01:04:03  We'll take it. That's what we want today. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  01:04:05  Great, thank you. And then you look here in verse 25, and the 
Lord, even the Savior shall stand in the midst of his people and 
shall reign over one flesh, which is so beautiful. I mean, that 
goes back to what we talked about before, that we all become 
part of the same team. We just wanna get to the ballpark early. 

Hank Smith:  01:04:25  That's beautiful. The more I read Section 133, the more I'm 
seeing, how well do you know your Bible? Almost every verse 
has a reference to either Zechariah or the Book of Revelation so 
far. And other places we're going, oh wait, there's the parable 
of the ten virgins right there. Oh wait, there's Zechariah. Oh, 
there's the Book of Revelation over and over. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  01:04:50  That's a commercial for reading scriptures every day, isn't it? 
Right? The Lord speaks scripture, doesn't he? I wish I was more 
consistent at reading every day as I tell every, all my young 
single adults. But when you do, your mind's just enlightened. 
And what I love about what the church does, these footnotes 
are gold. Gold in terms of being able to cross reference. And 
that takes time. It takes time to do that. And most people don't 
have the kind of time that is, we just gotta make it a priority to 
give the Lord some time. As Elder Rasband instructed us in the 
last General Conference, we hop over to verse 26. This goes 
back to what you said before, Hank, about the division and 
bringing us together under the Savior where there's no ites. You 
look at verse 26, they who are in the north country shall come 
in remembrance before the Lord and their prophets shall hear 
his voice and shall no longer stay themselves. 

  01:05:48  That north country reference really refers to where the enemies 
of Jerusalem would occupy a geographical region to the north of 
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Israel. And Judah, which is primarily associated with Babylon 
and the Assyrian empires, these empires emerged from the 
north, invaded the land, destroyed Jerusalem, and then took 
the Israelites into exile. So that term also appears in prophecies 
of the restoration with a promise of the return of the exiles 
from the north to the land of Israel. I think it's symbolic of those 
who were scattered, forgotten, or lost, that the Lord 
remembers them in compassion and brings them all together 
under his tent. That Zion tent. 

John Bytheway:  01:06:32  Yes. That idea of, look at it symbolically first, the north countries 
is where the tribes were initially scattered. And by the time we 
get to Nephi, he's saying now they're in the four quarters of the 
earth. They're all over. But we still can refer to the north 
countries as those that are lost or hidden or concealed and that 
they're gonna be gathered. We can call it the north countries, 
but that symbolically means wherever they are. Am I right on 
that, Hank? 

Hank Smith:  01:06:58  Oh, I think so. Article of Faith 10. You can always remember it 
'cause it's about the 10 tribes. We believe in the literal 
gathering of Israel and the restoration of the ten tribes. The ten 
tribes is the northern kingdom. The Lord has not forgotten 
them. There's a beautiful reference in the end of 1 Nephi where 
the Lord says, I can't forget you, can a mother forget her 
newborn? I have engraven you on the palms of my hands. For 
the northern country, the restoration is 2,500 years after they 
are scattered. Seems the rest of the world has long forgotten 
about scattered Israel, even through the apostasy. There's no 
one talking about scattered Israel until Moroni appears to 
Joseph Smith in 1823 and says, God made a promise 2,500 years 
ago, and you're the kid that's gonna bring it. That's gonna help 
him keep his promise. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  01:07:55  And when they do come back, what we look at as desert is 
gonna have to produce some water to take care of all these 
people's needs. Am I correct? And so then we get to the John 
Bytheway scripture, which is a perfect description of him. It 
says, and in the barren deserts, there shall come forth pools of 
living water and the parched ground shall no longer be a thirsty 
land. How do you all read that? 

Hank Smith:  01:08:20  Brother Jackson you told me that one of the things you loved 
when you were investigating the church was the knowledge you 
could get. That seems to be verse 29. I am thirsty for this 
knowledge and the church offering this to me. Would you say 
that's what happened? 
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Bro. Alvin Jackson:  01:08:36  Absolutely. I just would go to gospel essentials when we had 
that class, I'll never forget my teacher, Kathleen Flake, taught 
that class. It was like manna from heaven because growing up 
Baptist, you show up at church. My mom was very faithful in 
taking us. She got me prepared. So when I heard the fullness of 
the gospel that I would gravitate towards and then accept it, it 
was just that I'm just drinking from a fire hose and I'm enjoying 
it. As I'm reading the Book of Mormon, understanding the 
Doctrine and Covenants, the Pearl of Great Price, latter-day 
revelations through the prophets, through our General 
Conference talks. It was exciting for me. And it still is. It still is. 
As I'm learning every day, what does Christ tell us? He's the 
living water. 

Hank Smith:  01:09:27  Right. What a beautiful metaphor. I think it's why Latter-day 
Saints look forward to General Conference. It feels like parched 
ground and I'm getting a drink of pure water. 

John Bytheway:  01:09:39  We've got probes on Mars as we speak. What are they looking 
for? Water. 'cause if there's water, there could be life. Then if 
there's water, we could go there perhaps and survive. Mankind 
could go there. Jesus used the best metaphors. He never said, 
I'm like gold or I'm like diamonds. But he did say, I'm like light. 
I'm like bread. I'm like water. Profound. 

Hank Smith:  01:10:07  And it seems that there's an apostasy, a lack of knowledge of 
God, of ordinances, of priesthood authority. The highway opens 
up, here comes the church, and it brings all of this living water 
to parched ground. This is beautiful language. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  01:10:27  It is beautiful. 
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John Bytheway: 00:00 Welcome to part two with Brother Alvin Jackson Doctrine and 
Covenants 133 and 134. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson: 00:09 You look down in 32 to 34, it's the blessings that are afforded to 
us all. And there shall they fall down and be crowned with glory, 
even in Zion, by the hands of the servants of the Lord, even the 
children of Ephraim. And they shall be filled with songs of 
everlasting joy. Behold, this is the blessing of the everlasting 
God upon the tribes of Israel and the richer blessing upon the 
head of Ephraim and his fellows. 

Hank Smith:  00:39 Ephraim seems to be the tribe that's holding the family reunion. 

John Bytheway:  00:43 The gatherer. 

Hank Smith:  00:45 Yeah the gatherer. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson: 00:47 That's right. Yeah I've got a boy, my basketball boy, my NBA boy 
is from the tribe of Issachar, which was interesting. 

John Bytheway:  00:55 Wow, how cool is that? Yeah. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson: 00:58 Yeah. So we're like, who is Issachar? So we ran home and 
started doing our studies 'cause the patriarch didn't know. 
We're thinking, man, please be something positive. So as we we 
read it, we were like, wow, that describes him perfectly. 

John Bytheway:  01:13 No kidding. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson: 01:14 Yes. The Lord knew. This kid is an interesting kid. He was just, 
first of all, hit the genetics lottery. I mean he's got a body like 
Adonis can jump out the gym and shoot the ball. He is quite 
talented. Everything he does, he does really well when it comes 
to athletics. He's Issachar, which is interesting. 

Hank Smith: 01:33 That is really cool. Let's keep going. 

D&C 133-134 Part 2 followHIM Podcast Page 1

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2023/04/44yamashita


John Bytheway:  01:36  Yeah. We still have another section too. 

Hank Smith:  01:39  I want you to get to 134. So we can just pepper you with 
questions about the government. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  01:45  You go down to 37 and 39 and the Lord again highlights, Hey, 
and this gospel shall be preached unto every nation, kindred 
tongue and people. Then he starts out in this section 
highlighting the why. I'm coming again. Get ready, prepare 
yourselves so that you all can go out in the world and gather 
and create Zion. And we wanted the parable of the bridegroom. 
Then he ends by saying some of the same things he said 
throughout the scriptures. Bring them, the gospel is gonna be 
preached to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. What 
do you think about 46 to 48? It talks about, and it shall be said, 
who is this that cometh down from God in heaven with dyed 
garments. Yea from the regions which are not known clothed in 
his glorious apparel, traveling in the greatness of his strength. 
And he shall say, I am he who speak in righteousness mighty to 
save. And the Lord shall be red in his apparel and his garments 
like him that treaded in the wine vat. What do y'all think of 
that? He's gonna be wearing something different than white, 
isn't it? 

Hank Smith:  02:55  Yeah. Yeah. Pretty incredible. When you go back to Israel and 
you learn about the process of making wine, they couldn't use 
heavy, heavy rock to crush these grapes because it would crush 
the seed and make the wine bitter. They would use their bare 
feet because it's just the right pressure to juice one of these 
grapes but not crush the seed. But when you're done, your 
clothes are covered. Here he is giving that same symbol. I did 
this alone and his clothes are covered in that symbolic blood. 

John Bytheway:  03:37  Boy makes you feel reverent just thinking about it. Ugh. Imagine 
seeing that much red on someone's clothes. I mean, that makes 
me feel reverent. Like wow. 

Hank Smith:  03:51  So again, I don't know if it's literal or figurative. I think those 
fans of the University of Utah and Frank Jackson might really 
like verse 48. It's a beautiful idea that here he comes and having 
performed his atoning sacrifice, his garments show us that, his 
clothes show us his identity. 

John Bytheway:  04:13  I don't wanna skip verse 45 guys, if you don't mind because one 
of my top 10 scriptures I think, I've never actually made the list I 
just say that all the time, is 1 Corinthians 2:9. This sounds like an 
echo of that in verse 45. Since the beginning of the world hath 
not men heard nor perceived by the ear, neither hath any eye 
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seen, oh God, besides thee how great things thou hast prepared 
for him that waited for thee. You guys know that verse. When 
Paul wrote that it's like imagine the greatest thing you can 
possibly imagine and it's better than anything you can even 
conceive for those that love the Lord or in section 45 that wait 
for him. 

Hank Smith:  04:58  I'm really impressed with the weaving in and out of the Bible 
here in this section. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  05:06  Right. And going back to what you said and his voice shall be 
heard, I have trodden in the wine press alone and have brought 
judgment upon all people and none were with me. 

John Bytheway:  05:17  That was earlier in this section? 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  05:19  That's in verse 50. 

John Bytheway:  05:21  Because yeah, he called it a wine vat and here called it a wine 
press. 

Hank Smith:  05:25  He can say, because I did this, I alone am in the place to judge 
all people. I now have this skillset or the tools I need to look into 
your heart and soul. It's really poetic and symbolically it's rich. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  05:46  He descended beneath all things, which means he can lift us up. 

John Bytheway:  05:51  There's a literal interpretation of that too when you think about 
the Dead Sea being the place on earth and that Jordan that 
feeds that. So he'd literally to be baptized, descended below all 
things and then reminded Joseph Smith in Liberty Jail that he 
had descended below all things of being imprisoned and falsely 
accused as well. So it's cool to think, wow, it's in more than just 
one way. He descended below all things. 

Hank Smith:  06:19  And it's not necessarily a guilt trip John likes to say, pack your 
bags we're gonna go on a guilt trip. In verse 53, I see him saying, 
I know your afflictions, in their afflictions he was afflicted. I've 
gone into your afflictions with you. I can save you in love and 
pity. I can redeem you and carry you. This is an invitation to 
come to the only one who can save. 

John Bytheway:  06:50  It's like Alma 7:11 and Alma 7:12 where he will know according 
to the flesh, how to succor his people because he will be here 
according to the flesh. He has lived here in a body. Therefore he 
will know how to succor us, which is cool. 
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Bro. Alvin Jackson:  07:09  Because he loves us right there in verse 52. And they shall 
mention the loving kindness of their Lord and all that he has 
bestowed upon them according to his goodness and according 
to his loving kindness forever and ever. It gives you hope, but 
you gotta be in the scriptures to read this, to know it for 
yourself. 'cause if you don't, then you're going into battle with a 
toothpick and a bandaid as opposed to putting on the whole 
armor of God, which includes studying these scriptures so that 
these words can resonate with you and the Lord can speak to 
you and you realize and learn about his dealings with men and 
his goodness and his love for us, and that he knows us 
individually. He knows what our struggles are and what our 
problems are and our afflictions and he can help us. 

Hank Smith:  08:03  The scriptures do, they pay you back your investment and then 
some. They pay dividends. 

  08:09  Well put. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  08:12  When you go over to 56 here, this looks like it almost language 
similar to the morning of the first resurrection and the graves of 
the saints shall be open and they shall come forth and stand on 
the right hand of the land when he shall stand upon Mount Zion 
and upon the holy city, the New Jerusalem and they shall sing 
the song of the Lamb day and night forever and ever. What are 
your thoughts about that verse gentlemen? 

John Bytheway:  08:38  Just talking about graves being open. I just love the idea of the 
resurrection and that graves are a temporary thing. They take 
up a lot of real estate, but one day those will all be emptied. It's 
so fun to think of those who have passed on of being with them 
again all because of the victory of the Lamb. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  09:00  That's right. In verse 57 and for this cause that men might be 
made partakers of the glories which were to be revealed. The 
Lord sent forth the fullness of his gospel, his everlasting 
covenant. There's covenants, again and love this notion of 
covenants and each covenant that we make with the Lord binds 
us to him even more. Referencing a talk that Elder Rasband 
gave in two conferences ago about those additional covenants 
bring us closer to the Lord and then President Nelson 
highlighting how that covenantal relationship empowers us. 
And he says, does it make life easy? He says, absolutely not. But 
it makes life easier the more covenants that you make with the 
Lord. And he's referencing not only our baptismal covenants but 
also getting to the temple to make those additional covenants 
with the Lord that they empower us. And as Elder Soares has 
talked about, to give us that covenant confidence, people look 
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at me and probably would think, man, Al sure is arrogant. No, I 
am covenant confident. That's what I am. 

John Bytheway:  10:09  In 1 Nephi chapter 13, it talks about things which are plain and 
most precious being removed, but then the line that sometimes 
we skip that adds and also many covenants, things that are plain 
and most precious and also many covenants. And I've heard 
Robert Millet say the restoration of the gospel was in fact a 
restoration of covenants, which I thought, oh, good point. So we 
can have covenant confidence. There's a verse that I've always 
loved that it actually goes back to Ammon in the Book of 
Mormon where it says that he did cause them to flee by the 
strength of his arm. But this is the same Ammon who said, I will 
show forth my power and then corrects himself and says, or the 
power that is in me. And in section 35 of the Doctrine and 
Covenants, it says, their arm shall be my arm. Then it says that 
they will thresh the nations by the power of my Spirit. And that 
verse is repeated there in 59, by the weak things of the world, 
the Lord shall thresh the nations by the power of His Spirit. So 
I've got my D&C 35:13 reference written next to that 'cause I 
love that. 

Hank Smith:  11:19  I am right with you there. The I'm going to use the weak things 
of the earth. Now it's not a very complimentary thing to say of 
us. The Lord is saying, look, I will take those that don't look like 
they can do much. These aren't the kings of the earth. I'm 
gonna take a farmer. I'm gonna turn him into a prophet. The 
weak things of the earth will be those who thrash the nations by 
the power of my Spirit. I sometimes will joke around when I 
teach that the Lord says to Joseph, I chose you so everyone 
would know it was me. I looked across the earth and found the 
one person that people thought there's no way and thought 
that's who I'm going to use. And the same thing goes for all of 
us. The Lord says, I'm gonna take these wonderful people who 
aren't the best. They're not the theologians, they're not the 
kings and the princes of the earth. And that's who I'm going to 
use to spread this gospel and fulfill the promise I made to 
Abraham. It really is a a fun idea though not super 
complimentary. Right. 

John Bytheway:  12:26  You're the weak things of the world. 

Hank Smith:  12:28   I chose you so everyone would know it was me. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  12:32  One attribute that I can think of when you both made your 
comments was humility. He's looking for someone that will just 
obey like in verse 71, behold and lo, there are none to deliver 
you for ye obey not my voice. When I called you out of the 
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heavens, ye believe not my servants. And when they were sent 
unto you, you received them not. That's one final warning that 
he gives us in D&C 133 and admonishes us not to be that guy or 
that girl. It's almost like the widow's mite, bring what you have 
and the Lord can multiply it. Such hopeful language in this 
section that we just read. Very enlightening. 

Hank Smith:  13:15  That is, it's a lot of fun to see all of the different scripture 
references. I think I could spend hours and hours looking at 
each phrase that comes from somewhere else in scripture. It 
really is kind of a curtain call. You can see why this would be the 
appendix. 

John Bytheway:  13:34  And you know what I've loved hearing from Brother Jackson is 
that as you investigated the church this to you as pools of living 
water, that is interesting to me. 'cause I've never been in that 
spot. I love hearing you talk about how you came to, how old 
were you when you started investigating the church? 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  13:54  25 and joined when I was 26. So are you saying, John, you didn't 
grow up in a Baptist church like I did? 

John Bytheway:  14:00   That's what I'm saying. I didn't, no. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  14:02  I mean great, great people. I loved every minute of it. It was 
more entertainment than opening up the scriptures and let's 
read the scripture and then let's apply it to our life. Yeah 'cause 
before that, I mean I didn't read a whole lot of scriptures before 
I found The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. I knew 
the Lord, but I know I'm a lot better now because of the Book of 
Mormon and latter day revelation. Is our church as exciting in 
terms of the music? Do we clap? No. It's a little different than 
how I was raised, but it's still fun nonetheless because I leave 
enlightened with knowledge that I can use in my daily life to 
help me be the best that I can be. 

Hank Smith:  14:49  I love it. And you can see that in verse 62. I gave you all this so 
you can repent and be sanctified. That's what it feels like to get 
that living water, to take it in. You feel like you're being 
sanctified. What a awesome section. Not a section that comes 
to mind when I'm out teaching or speaking. It's profound in its 
own right. Kinda like that section one John where you think this 
is good and then you get into it and you think, wow! 

John Bytheway:  15:16  You go this is amazing. Yeah and I love Hank that you 
mentioned these sections were given just a few days apart. 
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They're these huge worldwide encompassing sections of here 
comes the restoration. 

Hank Smith:  15:30  Yeah. 

John Bytheway:  15:31  And they're two days apart. 

Hank Smith:  15:33  Now Brother Jackson, when you and I were discussing you 
coming on to the show, you said, Hank, my expertise is really in 
government and American history and I looked and saw 134 is 
right up your alley there. So we would love to take from you 
today as you give us of your expertise. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  15:56  You're kind to say that I'm not sure I'm an expert, but I will do 
my best. I came upon 134, when you talk about revelation, this 
section wasn't a direct revelation from the Lord to the brethren. 
It was more like a declaration of our beliefs. 'cause you think 
about it, the environment when the church is being formed, the 
lay people are looking at the church membership as these 
people are weird. They're talking about this different 
government. We have a Republican form of the government, 
we have a democracy here. What in the heck are these Latter-
day Saints? What are they about? What are they for? Are they 
part of us? Are they against? I mean what's going on here with 
these folks? In Doctrine and Covenants 134, there's a general 
assembly of priesthood leaders that convene in Kirtland on 
August 17th, 1835. This is from the heading, to listen to Oliver 
Cowdery and Sidney Rigdon present the Doctrine and 
Covenants for their approval. 

  16:54  Oliver introduced the book and its contents to the assembled 
councils, after which the priesthood leaders unanimously 
testified of their satisfaction with the work. Then he proceeds to 
read a statement entitled of governments and laws in general, 
which is probably primarily if not exclusively the product of his 
mind and his writing. So the assembly accepted and adopted it 
for inclusion also. And thus we get section 134, which I 
indicated before is not a revelation, but it became canonized as 
part of the Doctrine and Covenants which mixes Republican 
principles of constitutional government and individual liberties 
emphatically including the rights of religious conscience. As you 
read these verses here, you're gonna, that the religious 
conscience, the freedom to worship as you please comes up 
over and over again with the church concerns for its 
ecclesiastical rights. I read in my studies nothing in it was new 
or objectionable to Joseph and as I highlighted before, it's an 
attempt to inform a misled and sometimes hostile public 
against the church because we are in harmony with the 
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mainstream American values at the time of the publication or 
the beginning of the church. 

  18:12  I believe as I indicated before, it was an attempt to convince the 
naysayers that we support and sustain a Republican form of 
government. It distances the church from parties or causes 
other than sharing the gospel and to me it's interesting that it 
came after section 133, which highlights the Second Coming of 
the Lord Section 134, not a revelation, but an acknowledgement 
that the Constitution we'll talk about this played a key role in 
preparing the earth for the restoration of the church by 
ensuring religious freedom in the United States. It's a rather 
redundant section as it repeats often this notion of religious 
liberty. When you look in verse two, it says to each individual 
the free exercise of conscience or we're down in verse four, we 
do not believe that human law has a right to interfere in 
prescribing rules of worship to bind the consciences of men nor 
dictate forms of public or private devotion. So you've got this 
notion of freedom of conscience, which is repeated throughout 
this section, and as you can imagine, they face tremendous 
persecution at this time sometimes by the local government per 
statute. 

Hank Smith:  19:26  Well it's 1835, they have just been hurt in Missouri over and 
over. They have this crazy idea that they can live on the land 
they bought. 

John Bytheway:  19:38  Yeah, this crazy notion that I should be able to live on the land 
that I actually paid for and have the deed for. But I think too, 
this idea of no wait, we have a constitution that says about the 
free exercise of religion. Why is this happening? 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  19:52  Yeah, that's right. Throughout the text is this principle also of 
protection of the innocent and the punishment of the guilty or 
enforce the law of the same and that such as we'll administer 
the law and equity and justice, which is found in verse three. 
Going back to what you just said, John, why are y'all treating us 
like this? We are American citizens. The law says you're 
supposed to protect the innocent and punish the guilty and the 
guilty they're ravaging us at this point in time. So what are y'all 
gonna do? And then verse four, it talks about the civil 
magistrate should restrain crime but never control. Conscience 
should punish guilt but never suppress the freedom of the soul. 
That verse really captures the essence of the entire Section 134, 
we have laws on the books you should restrain crime but at the 
same time protect the rights of individuals to worship as they 
please. 
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  20:52  This is America for heaven's sakes. This section 134 highlights 
that when you look at verse one here, it says, we believe that 
governments were instituted of God for the benefit of man and 
that he holds men accountable for their actions in relation to 
them both in making laws and administering them for the good 
and safety of society. That whole notion of self-government, 
when you think about the principles of liberty contained in the 
Constitution, it allows men to act according to their moral 
agency, making them going back to what the word here says, 
accountable for their own sins. In the day of judgment Doctrine 
and Covenants section 101 verse 78, it says, let every man act in 
doctrine and principle pertaining to futurity according to the 
moral agency, which I have given unto him that every man may 
be accountable for his own sins in the day of judgment. 

  21:53  Why is that scripture, it just jumped off at the page at me and 
why it's so important because this scripture reveals the 
importance of self-government as it relates to the principle of 
individual accountability. I found a talk that President Oaks 
gave. He highlights this notion. He says, quote, the most 
desirable condition for the effective exercise of God-given moral 
agency is a condition of maximum freedom and responsibility. 
In this condition, men are accountable for their own sins and 
cannot blame their political conditions on their bondage to a 
king or a tyrant. This condition is achieved when the people are 
sovereign as they are under the Constitution God established, 
close quote, he said this in a talk commemorating the 
bicentennial anniversary of the Constitution. Thoughts 
gentlemen. 

John Bytheway:  22:52  Right off I go to the formation in the Book of Mormon of the 
reign of the judges. They use that same idea and Mosiah's 
looking around, Hey, my four sons just wanted to go back to the 
land of Nephi and go on missions. We should start a new form 
of government. We'll call it the reign of the judges. But it's not 
just that the sons were gone, it was that you need to be 
accountable for your own decisions, not make the king 
accountable for your decision. It sounds like that was part of 
going to the reign of the judges was personal agency and 
accountability. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  23:23  That's when the people want a king and he is maybe not. I don't 
think that's a good idea. And he holds up a poster of King Noah 
and he is like, well, maybe you've got a point. 

John Bytheway:  23:34  He holds up a poster. Remember this guy? Have you learned 
nothing? 
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Bro. Alvin Jackson:  23:39  King Noah was a bad dude. It's Mosiah chapter 29 where 
Mosiah proposes that judges be chosen in place of a king. 
Unrighteous kings lead their people into sin and that's when 
Alma the younger is chosen as the chief judge by the voice of 
the people considering where he came from and now all of a 
sudden he is chosen to be the chief judge by the voice of the 
people. That highlights for me the miraculous beautiful gift of 
the Atonement and redemption. Here's a young man who very 
similar to Saul, was persecuting the church, has a Saul to Paul, 
going to Damascus experience sees the error of his ways. That 
goes back to getting out of Babylon. You can't have a foot in the 
world and a foot in the kingdom of God. It just doesn't work. 
This whole notion makes the idea of the Atonement come alive 
for us as an individual. It enables us to the gift of freedom to 
choose for ourselves, making our own decisions to choose 
liberty to the great mediator or captivity which the other guys 
offers. So living in a condition of maximum freedom affords us 
that opportunity. 

Hank Smith:  24:59  Brother Jackson, I see them appealing to the law because they 
do believe it's inspired, instituted of God and it's not coming 
through. John, you said that this constitution is only at this 
point, what 50, 60 years old. Can you give the government over 
to the people? What do you see in your experience, Brother 
Jackson in government? You've been in the Capitol, you've been 
around the men and women who are elected government 
officials. When you look at what the Saints were hoping for and 
what they received and then come into today, what are we 
hoping for from our government as church members? 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  25:46  Man, we're hoping for, and I think we have been at the 
forefront with, and this is the beauty of what our church is 
doing, is we're linking arms with other faiths. We want the 
government to stay out of religion and to preserve our right to 
worship as we please, to keep our temples sanctified and 
operating according to God's will and not the government. We 
are fighting to keep government out of the religious spaces 
because it goes back to what we talked about earlier, that 
whole war on agency and that there are people that are 
conspiring minds who don't want us to have freedom. They 
wanna be able to control us. They want government to be our 
God, to replace God. You see it when you walk the halls of 
Congress. I firmly believe that most members of Congress are 
really there for the right reasons and that they are sometimes a 
little misguided. I wish every member of Congress could take a 
civics class before they took an oath of office so that they've 
really understood the whole premise behind the Constitution 
and that it the whole premise is divide power among the many, 
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so that's not concentrated in one body or one branch of 
government that it's spread out, so it avoids this whole notion 
of tyranny. If you've got power concentrated in one area, then 
we're back to the government that we escaped from in 1776. 
That makes sense. 

Hank Smith:  27:19  Yeah, exactly. In your work with government, what have you 
seen are the greatest blessings and what have you seen as the 
greatest cautions, warnings? 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  27:31  Oh man, that's a very good question. The keystone of 
preserving freedom is strong local government and what we've 
seen happen since the early 19 hundreds with amendments 
that have been added to the Constitution and Supreme Court 
decisions. We've had power go from we the people and placed 
in Washington DC. We look to Washington DC far too often to 
solve problems which should be done at the local level, and I 
saw this in state government. There were things that we 
wanted to be able to do here to help the people in a a more 
efficient way and encourage the formation of families and 
protect families, but we were told, Hey, because we get money 
from the federal government, we have to do it their way. I think 
that's the biggest threat to our republic and our democracy is 
the concentration of power in Washington DC as opposed to 
empowering us at the local level because solutions to problems 
are better created where they emanate. Just like you make 
decisions around your kitchen table. Absolutely. I do see that 
there are good people, they're just a little misguided in terms of 
the role that they think the government should be playing right 
now. The government was set up to protect the right to the 
people, to provide equal rights to the people, not provide equal 
things. We're doing more equal things as opposed to equal 
rights. 

John Bytheway:  29:04  That is a really good way to say it. I gotta write that down. I love 
the distinction. The government was created to preserve the 
God-given rights of people, to preserve these rights we establish 
governments, but I don't get my rights from the government. I 
get my rights from God. Right. Is that's the way we like to look 
at it. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  29:26  Yes that's right. 

John Bytheway:  29:26  To preserve those rights governments are instituted and then I 
love that the Bill of Rights was not telling the government more 
stuff it could do. The Bill of Rights was telling the government 
stuff it couldn't do. 
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Bro. Alvin Jackson:  29:39  That's right. Thou shall make no law, that's exactly right. 

John Bytheway:  29:43  They were negative rights I've heard it called. Government can't 
do this, government can't do this, government can't do this. If I 
remember my American history, George Mason wouldn't sign 
the Constitution because it didn't have a bill of rights. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  29:54  That is exactly right. During that time period, the state 
submitted 189 different provisions. James Madison, bless his 
heart, narrowed it down to 14 and then the Constitutional 
convention, the Congress at the time just accepted the 10. 
That's how we got the 10 Bill of Rights and then the founders 
before 1804 added amendments, 11 and 12. Then since then, 
John, we've added amendments, right? A bunch 13, 14, 15, 16, 
all the way up to 27, much of which took power from we the 
people and put it in Washington DC. 

John Bytheway:  30:36  Instead of the other way around like the first 10 did. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  30:38  That's exactly right. The Constitution serves as a forerunner or 
an Elias to the Lord's government by creating a provisional 
system of government that prepares the world for the more 
perfect rule of Jesus Christ and his kingdom. It's referenced in 
Doctrine and Covenants Section 38, verse 22. Wherefore hear 
my voice and follow me, and ye shall be a free people and ye 
shall have no laws but my laws when I come. The constitutional 
government that we're living under is a prelude to the kingdom 
that the Lord is going to oversee. This means a great deal to me 
as the restored gospel has really changed my thought process. I 
was ignorant to all these things. Since I've done my own study 
and read the scriptures and saw the revealed revelation through 
latter-day prophets, it's enlightened my mind. My goal and 
objective in life is to spread this to as many people as will listen 
because knowledge is power. 

Hank Smith:  31:46  Without going into any big details, I wanna ask you about verse 
six. They write, we believe that every man should be honored in 
his station. We'd say, woman honored in their station, rulers, 
magistrates, senators, representatives, they are there placed for 
the protection of the innocent. It seems that we can lose those 
two things. One that people want to be honored. Occasionally 
we have government officials who want to be honored but 
don't remember that they are there to protect the innocent. 
What have you seen in your time, spending time in 
government? Why do we, when we get a little power, as we 
suppose begin to exercise unrighteous dominion? 
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Bro. Alvin Jackson:  32:34  We do man. Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts 
absolutely. It's what John Adams said. The Constitution was 
written for moral and religious people. That's why we have to 
elect people who fear God. We're not electing perfect people. 
Nobody's perfect, but we wanna elect people who reflect our 
values so that they will look to God's law. When you put your 
hand on the Bible and you raise your arm to the square to take 
the oath of office, you're telling the Lord that hand that you put 
up is analogous. If you look at my hand, you see it's almost in 
the shape of a mountain. Then when you put your hand on the 
Bible as George Washington did, then you say, I'm gonna 
commune with God. I'm gonna go to the mountain, commune 
with the Lord. I'm gonna protect what I put my hand on in terms 
of the scriptures because a lot of what went into the 
Constitution came out of the first five books of the Old 
Testament. 

John Bytheway:  33:37  The law. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  33:38  That's exactly right. We want to elect people who respect the 
law and it becomes natural for them to protect the innocent. 
We've gotten away from that. As God has moved further and 
further and further away from our lives. 

Hank Smith:  33:55  It's not just the people in there now, we all have a tendency to, 
what did Joseph Smith say? Almost all men. 

John Bytheway:  34:04  It is the nature and disposition of, yeah, almost all. 

Hank Smith:  34:07  When they get a little authority, as they suppose. 

John Bytheway:  34:10  As they suppose. 

Hank Smith:  34:12  They immediately begin to exercise unrighteous dominion. We 
can forget why we're there. Being placed for the protection of 
the innocent. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  34:21  Yeah. That's a great scripture that you read there. Thank you for 
highlighting that. Let's look at the time period that they're in. 
They're looking for the rulers and magistrates to protect the 
innocent and punish the guilty who are persecuting them, who 
are not respecting their property, who are not respecting their 
right to worship as they please. It's really a plea to the 
government. We love the Constitution and this Republican form 
of government just like you all do. 
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John Bytheway:  34:49  Yeah. When you read this with the Missouri persecutions in 
mind, it changes how you read it, doesn't it? Hank that verse 
you just highlighted, verse six. You're like, Hey, 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  35:00  They even went to the length here. If you look at verse 12 here, 
not skipping over all these other verses, but the latter part of 
the verse pertains to the churches, acquiescence to the laws of 
the land as it pertains to slavery. The church, although we 
believed it wrong, would not interrupt that relationship 
between master and servant. Meaning we do not believe it right 
to interfere with bond servants neither preach the gospel to nor 
baptize them contrary to the will and wish of their masters, not 
to meddle with or influence them in the least to cause to be 
dissatisfied with their situations in this life, thereby jeopardizing 
the lives of men. Isn't that an interesting verse there that they 
added that? Did y'all read that? 

Hank Smith:  35:51  Yeah. That's what they had been accused of in Missouri. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  35:54  Right. 

John Bytheway:  35:55  WW Phelps wrote an article, Missouri was a slave state. The 
saints coming down there were opposed to it. He wrote this 
article which made it sound like, yeah, come here. Missourians 
got really upset about that. Am I getting that right? 

Hank Smith:  36:10  Yeah, and they felt like it was their moral duty to protect 
themselves and to drive out the Latter-day Saints, they're very 
clear here. You said that's what we believe. You went after us. 
We will not do that. I'm certain the Latter-day Saints don't 
support slavery. The idea that someone can say, I need to drive 
you out of my land because you are putting my life in jeopardy 
by teaching the gospel to these slaves. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  36:41  To our slaves. Right. 

Hank Smith:  36:42  We're not leaving the door open for that kind of violence. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  36:47  The last thing you want to do is teach a slave about freedom 
'cause then he'll want it for himself. That's disruptive to the 
institution, but the brethren felt they needed to put that in 
there to stay out of the crosshairs. They felt like they needed to 
put that in there and I understand why. 

John Bytheway:  37:05  Yeah, and WW Phelps did that too. 
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Hank Smith:  37:08  Yeah. Their enemies were using that as a way to excuse 
themselves from harming Latter-day Saints. Well, you're doing 
this, therefore we can attack you. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  37:18  Great scriptures, great language here. If you look back to the 
beginning of section 134, they basically highlight that it's not 
revelation. It says our opinion concerning the same. 

Hank Smith:  37:31  I wanna ask you a couple questions just from your expertise, 
Brother Jackson. In your mind, how should Latter-day Saints 
interact with their government? I don't know about our 
listeners. I'm a pretty busy person. I'm very involved in my 
church. I spend a lot of time in my neighborhood with my 
church members, with scripture, with John Bytheway, and I may 
neglect my duty towards government. What would you say to 
someone like me? I don't think I'm the only one, John, am I the 
only one? 

John Bytheway:  38:03  I feel the same way. I feel like there's so much that's out of my 
control about all I can do is vote in November and that's about 
it. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  38:10  Right. What you just highlighted the problem when you talked 
about outta your control because power has been concentrated 
at the state capitol and at the Capitol in DC so I would say a 
couple things. Hank and John, I would say first thing, and it goes 
back to what John said originally, that our rights come from 
God. That's the first thing that we need to teach, that our rights 
come from God, not government. The second thing we need to 
do is we need to make family time a high priority, quality family 
time, a high priority where we're teaching our children out of 
the scriptures and we're also teaching them stories of America. 
We're teaching them to love America. We're teaching them the 
atonement of Jesus Christ, and we do that on a daily basis. And 
the third thing we do is we study the Constitution from the 
viewpoint of the founders. 

  39:02  There's so many books out there that we can be studying. It 
takes a few minutes a day. You read your scriptures and then 
you read something about the Constitution. There's David 
Barton's written a whole slew of things. If you're a Cleon 
Skousen fan, he's got a ton of stuff. There's so much out there. 
Take a few minutes to understand the Constitution from the 
viewpoint of the founders. If you do those first three things, 
Hank and John, then you ask the Lord, where should I spend my 
time? Use me as a tool. Where do I go? And if you can do those 
first three things, freedom is a gift from God, not government, 
making quality family time a high priority, teaching your 

D&C 133-134 Part 2 followHIM Podcast Page 15



children these principles, and then third, learn them for yourself 
and then you will know where the Lord needs you to engage. 
Yeah. It's different for everybody. Me, it was, there was an 
opportunity to run for the Senate, was not even in the least bit 
interested. Got a phone call they said, Hey, Al are you 
interested? Went back and told my family, my kids are the first 
ones to say, wait a minute, you've been teaching this 
constitution ad nauseum for all these years and we're tired of, 
you need to put your money where your mouth is pops and run 
for office. So then that, that's when the decision was made. 

Hank Smith:  40:20  Wow. They called you out. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  40:22  They called me out. That's exactly right. 

John Bytheway:  40:26  It is pretty amazing. My brother told me that in his family, they 
had a tradition every 4th of July of watching the movie called A 
More Perfect Union. It's on demand on BYUTV. You watch the 
framers try to put together the Constitution and it's made me 
go, whoa, this is an experiment. They're sitting at a table in a 
tavern and James Madison's with George Washington and why 
don't we have a, we could have a branch over here that is the 
legislative branch and the executive branch, and they're sliding 
glasses around the table, figuring out the government that I live 
in. And I was like, wow, this was miraculous that this happened 
the way it did. So I like that tradition now. It does make me 
grateful. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  41:12  The good thing is a lot of them went to the same schools. They 
all knew the Bible in Hebrew and Greek, and they were students 
of history. They knew what worked and didn't work. They were 
able to bring all that collective experience from May of 1787 all 
the way to September 17th, five months of brainstorming 
sessions. Just like you highlighted. 

John Bytheway:  41:36  In the heat, no air conditioning. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  41:38  Right. Oh yeah and they kept the doors closed because they 
didn't want anybody to know what was going on. They didn't 
want any influence. They wanted to give people an opportunity 
to change their minds once they got more knowledge, as 
opposed to having the reporters there to say, hey, South 
Carolina stood firmly for slavery. But when you, when you do 
your study and research, you'll realize that almost everyone in 
that room knew that slavery was wrong and that how can we 
ask for freedom and the Lord's hand in helping us if we have 
slaves ourselves? So there was general agreement that was 
wrong. The question was how do we deal with it at the same 
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time that we're advocating for freedom as we're teaching a 
people to live self-government. 

John Bytheway:  42:25  I love that perspective. They're trying to throw off British rule, 
but at the same time, they've got these other issues and they all 
know it. 

Hank Smith:  42:34  This goes right into what I was going to ask, which is, here's 
verse one. We believe that governments were instituted of God 
for the benefit of man. From what I heard you say earlier is that 
these founding fathers have been kind of maligned in our day, 
but they weren't perfect. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  42:53  No, they weren't perfect. No nobody's perfect. 

Hank Smith:  42:56  How have you seen that happen and and how do we correct 
that? 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  43:01  Because of my affiliation with the Thomas Jefferson Center for 
Constitutional Studies, first of all, there was a report that was 
done in the 1960s. It's called the Reese Report, and it basically 
highlighted the plan through tax exempt organizations to 
change history, to hire their own scholars, to rewrite history so 
that it would advocate for those who wanted us to move away 
from a republic to socialism and communism, where you've got 
a few people at the top making decisions for everybody below 
them. Going back to this whole notion of power, all that 
information was available. It's out there, it's public. Benjamin 
Franklin, for instance, had 14 illegitimate kids and that he was 
the worst of the worst, a womanizer in Europe. When you really 
go back and read his writings and read what people thought of 
him, he was actually known as the father of morality. 

  44:01  There was more money spent going after him and changing the 
perception of him than any of the founders combined. 

John Bytheway:  44:08  No kidding. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  44:09  Because he was known as the father of morality. Crazy. It all 
goes back to just doing your own research, doing your own 
research and trying to understand these 'cause you have to look 
at what the Lord says here about he raised up these wise men. 

John Bytheway:  44:23  For that very purpose. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  44:25  Right. You can't have an inspired document if you're working 
with degenerates, perverts and hypocrites. There has to be 
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something to the nature of these men that was good. Yes, they 
were flawed. Hank, you're exactly right. 12 of the 55 who were 
in that room owned slaves, only 12 of the 55. There's a notion 
that all of them owned slaves now only 12 of the 55, they all 
knew, going back to what I said earlier, that it was something 
that was wrong and they had to figure out how do we keep it 
contained so that it doesn't spread, so it eventually dies out. 

Hank Smith:  44:58  You said earlier that when we can't fight against the principal, 
we fight against the person. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  45:04  That's right. We go after the personalities. 

Hank Smith:  45:06  Same thing happens to the early church leaders and founding 
fathers. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  45:12  Right exactly. If you can't attack the doctrine, you go after the 
personality. 

Hank Smith:  45:18  Brother Jackson, let's combine your two expertise here. You 
spend your, a lot of time with YSA as the stake president. You 
are knowledgeable about government and history. Those of us 
who are the parents of young single adults, how do we get them 
to not be apathetic towards government, not just in the United 
States. We have listeners all over the world. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  45:40  I talked earlier about the family devotional and how we started 
very early with our kids teaching them the leading features of 
the Constitution, teaching them the stories of America, reading 
them stories about George Washington and John Adams and so 
forth, and black Americans who were involved in making 
America what it is. At the same time, it's never too late to start 
teaching your kids these principles, but you gotta learn 'em first. 
One of the things that I've noticed is everybody has a family text 
string that they're on. Because our kids are out of the house 
now, my wife sends out a daily text devotional to the kids that 
includes a scripture, a quote from General Conference and 
some story about America that's pertinent to the sign of the 
times, and the kids, oftentimes, John, don't even respond, but 
you know they're reading it and then you're sitting at the beach 
with them one day and all of a sudden they bring up something 
that mom sent to them and they're like, oh, they are reading 
'em. 

  46:43  They are listening. Then my wife and I, we continue to go to 
these sacred places like Mount Vernon and we go to the 
Capitol. We went to Washington's Crossing, and we take 
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pictures of where we are and we send 'em to the kids and we all 
take pictures. Also, when we go to the temple and we send it to 
the kids, they're getting daily bombarded with these things and 
they start to ask questions and then start to realize and 
remember who they are, where they came from, and what they 
were taught. It's never too late to start telling our kids these 
little stories and particularly we're all moving into the age now 
where we're gonna be having grandkids. We gotta do the same 
thing with them. 

Hank Smith:  47:26  Who's gonna do it if you don't? 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  47:28  Well, that's exactly right. 

John Bytheway:  47:29  They're not gonna get it from the world. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  47:31  No, they're not. Satan's not subtle, so we can't be subtle 
anymore. We have to be bold. We have to be bold, and there's 
a way to do it that's loving. Your kids know that you care about 
them. With the YSA, it's about getting to the temple. It's about 
making and keeping covenants. Once you can do that, then 
they're more open to listening and learning about how they can 
make a difference in the world. 

John Bytheway:  47:55  Something that really helped me was going outside of the 
United States and serving a mission in what we sometimes call a 
third world country, seeing how most of the world lives. It was 
humbling. It made me grateful. I thought, I will never complain 
again. I think I did a couple of weeks later. Going to see and 
start to appreciate. It woke me up to, wow, what do we have 
that so many don't have in this constitution and in the Bill of 
Rights and things like that. When I was in high school, Hank, I 
read a book called Mig Pilot. A guy named Victor Belenco was a 
Soviet Union pilot. He flew a Mig-25 to Sapporo Japan to 
Hokkaido the northern most island of Japan and landed and 
basically said, I defect, and he gave this Mig-25 to Japan. One of 
the stories that I never forgot is they took him to a grocery store 
in the United States. 

  48:54  They had to hide his identity and everything. He thought, no 
way, this is all a show. There is no way he's walking down aisles 
of food. He said, I get to the meat area and oh, sure it's all 
wrapped in plastic and it says it's this many pounds and it's this 
much per pound, and it expires on this day. He's like, oh, I 
cannot believe the government made this sham because where 
are the guards? Where are the lines? There is no way this 
happens. He said to his driver, take me to the poorest part of 
town, and the driver said, okay, and there was a supermarket 
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there too. He could not believe the abundance. Reading that as 
a kid, it really helped me. He said, if there was a new shipment 
of shoes in the Soviet Union, there'd be a notice about it, and a 
couple of days there'd be a line and they'd all be gone in two 
hours. And I come into these grocery stores and I see this 
abundance and he just could not believe it. Took him weeks to 
believe this was really standard life. 

Hank Smith:  50:00  I had the opportunity to speak at the Freedom Festival. 

John Bytheway:  50:03  Yeah, that's right. 

Hank Smith:  50:05  In Provo, this last July. It was an incredible opportunity. Just as I 
was standing up to speak, I jotted down, and I wish I had my 
notes here, something I wanted to say at the end. I felt like it 
was inspired. At least I hope it was. It went something like this. 
As I was speaking to parents and grandparents, I said, if your 
children and grandchildren are going to think amber waves of 
grain are beautiful, it's because you showed them. If they're 
going to feel that pilgrim feet are beautiful, it's because you told 
them about them. If they're gonna find heroes proved who 
loved their country more than themselves, if they're gonna find 
those stories beautiful, it's because you told them to them. If 
they find the patriot dream beautiful, it's because you showed it 
to them. Brother Jackson, this is inspiring. Tell these stories. 
They won't hear them without you. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  51:09  That's right. Thank you for that. That was beautiful. I wish I had 
been there to hear that. How was it received by the audience? 

Hank Smith:  51:16  It was a great night. It was a little nerve wracking. There was 
quite a few people there, but... 

John Bytheway:  51:22  The only thing that could have made it better was an F 16 
flyover at the end. Right? 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  51:27   Yeah, that's exactly. 

John Bytheway:  51:28  Did you ask for one? 

Hank Smith:  51:30  But there's a reason we love, there's a reason that you can feel 
the power of patriotism of those songs. John we have listeners 
all over the world and we don't want to come off as those are 
not wonderful places to live. Here this is what Section 134 is 
about. That this land was established to protect the innocent. 
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John Bytheway:  51:55  It was set up in such a way that even though it sure didn't feel 
like it in Missouri, that religious freedom was a constitutional 
right. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  52:04  That's right. And those people, that's why we revere those folks, 
what they went through so that we can enjoy what we do 
today. And that's another thing we have to teach our kids, is the 
sacrifices that were made ahead of time. I tell my kids, yeah, we 
had slavery and it was awful. We don't condone it. It was awful. 
But guess what? We stand on their shoulders. We stand on their 
sacrifice. The best way to honor their sacrifice is to be the very 
best that you can be, to work hard, to persevere, to rely upon 
the Lord as opposed to complaining about what happened. Let's 
build on the sacrifice that they made. I mean, they, my parents, 
my, one of the things that my kids are so fortunate to have, our 
two parents, their grandparents during the civil rights 
movement grew up in the deep, deep South. 

John Bytheway:  52:58  Wow. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  52:59  And lived difficulties. And they tell us the best way to honor that 
sacrifice we made is to get good grades in school. It's to go out 
and get the best education you can because we sacrificed so 
that you all can have what you enjoy. Don't flitter it away. We 
don't need sob stories or you don't get empathy for injuries you 
didn't endure. We endured them. So move forward. 

John Bytheway:  53:26  Hmm. It reminds me, Hank of that line we've used here before, 
rather than be offended for them, let's be inspired by them. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  53:36  There you go. I love that statement. Wow. This has been 
awesome. I've really enjoyed this 

Hank Smith:  53:42  Well, we've enjoyed having you here. Let me just ask you one 
last question, if you wouldn't mind. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  53:48  Okay. Yes. 

Hank Smith:  53:49  Here you are educated, involved in your government and a 
faithful Latter-day Saint, a believer, a convert to the church. 
What's that journey been like for you? How do you feel about 
the church and the restoration? I think we've got a general idea 
of it, but I think our listeners would be interested to hear it from 
you directly. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  54:10  It is so delicious to me. I plead with our young people all the 
time, don't ever go inactive. I beg them. I said, you're gonna 
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need this church community. You're gonna need the 
relationship with the Lord through your covenants, they get to 
the temple 'cause life for you young people, it's hard. It's 
difficult, but as President Nelson said in last conference, better 
days are ahead. What the church does for me is put things in 
perspective because of the knowledge of the plan of salvation, 
but it also makes me excited about the future. I don't fear the 
future. I just think if you're prepared, you shall not fear. We've 
got all the resources and tools that we need to really make a 
difference in the world. It's exciting. The gospel of Jesus Christ is 
delicious to me. I love going to church. I work in the temple. 

  55:05  I love being in the temple. Does that mean my life is easy and 
I'm on a bed of roses? Absolutely not. I've got worries and 
concerns just like everyone else. Things don't always go right for 
me. But guess what? I can always lean into my covenants when 
things get difficult and look for opportunities to serve others. 
The church also is, it affords us the opportunity to serve others. 
It's that mechanism for us to be able to serve others. And I think 
that's where real happiness comes when you forget about 
yourself and you're helping other people, and we try to get our 
young people serving as much as possible in the communities to 
minister to one another and to magnify their callings because 
that's what's gonna bring enduring happiness. And I do know 
that my heart aches for those who want to be married. It's a 
difficult road, particularly for our sisters, but if they can make 
and keep their covenants and remain faithful, the Lord is gonna 
answer their prayers and everything's gonna be all right. 

Hank Smith:  56:03  The Lord promises a fullness of joy. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  56:06  Yeah, that's right. 

Hank Smith:  56:07  This has been very inspiring to see your humility and your 
kindness and then your love of American history and 
government, because you didn't mean to call me to repentance 
but you did just by your example. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  56:24  You're too kind. You two have been my heroes for the longest 
time. I thank you for this podcast for all that you all are doing to 
make a difference. And as you said at the beginning, we're just 
in this to help people make their lives better. That's a 
worthwhile endeavor. We need more of that in this world. So 
thank you. Let's bless some lives. 

John Bytheway:  56:45  So overwhelmed with gratitude so many times as I record these 
podcasts, just to be able to sit here and learn from some really 
amazing people. And you have so many titles you humbly 
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wanted to go with Brother, but Senator, wow and President, 
that's awesome. And thanks for teaching us today and talking to 
you reminded me of some of the things my dad said when he 
joined the church at age 24, about things he had never 
imagined existed that he learned about, and it's that living 
water that we've talked about. Thanks Brother Jackson. 

Bro. Alvin Jackson:  57:19  Thank you all. God bless you both. 

Hank Smith:  57:21  That's exactly right. Today has been living water on parched 
ground. 

John Bytheway:  57:25  You bet. 

Hank Smith:  57:27  Well, with that, we want to thank Brother Alvin Jackson for 
being with us today. We wanna thank our executive producer 
Shannon Sorensen. She is as patriotic as they come. We want to 
thank our sponsors, David and Verla Sorensen, and every 
episode we remember our founder who also loved this country, 
Steve Sorensen. We hope you'll join us next week. We're gonna 
cover more Doctrine and Covenants on followHIM. Thank you 
for joining us on today's episode. Do you or someone you know 
speak Spanish, Portuguese, or French? You can now watch and 
listen to our podcast in those languages. Links are in the 
description below. Today's show notes and transcript are on our 
website. FollowHIM.co. That's FollowHIM.co. Of course, none of 
this could happen without our incredible production crew, 
David Perry, Lisa Spice, Will Stoughton, Krystal Roberts, Ariel 
Cuadra, Heather Barlow, Amelia Kabwika, Sydney Smith and 
Annabelle Sorensen. 

President Russe...:  58:29  Whatever questions or problems you have, the answer is always 
found in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. 
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Hank Smith: 00:03 Welcome to followHIM Favorites. This is where John and I are 
sharing a single story to go with each week's Come, Follow Me 
lesson. John we are in sections 133 and 134 this week. You've 
told me that you have a story. 

John Bytheway: 00:16 Yeah, and it's one of my dear friends whose name is Bob. Bob's 
dad was a temple president in the southern United States. Bob 
loves to golf. You love to golf too, right? Hank? 

Hank Smith:  00:26 I do enjoy golf. 

John Bytheway: 00:27 Your dad was a golf pro. 

Hank Smith:  00:29 He was. 

John Bytheway: 00:29 Bob and his dad were golfing one day. All of a sudden, his dad, 
the temple president, his phone rang. The firemen were calling, 
the fire department. We've got a fire alarm at the temple. Now 
we respect the building. We're here, it looks okay, but before 
we leave, somebody's gotta go through the building and make 
sure everything's okay. They had to quit the golf game, run to 
the temple. My friend Bob says, I was wearing a blue shirt and 
black Bermuda shorts, if I remember right. He said I had to go 
through the temple and said, dad, we're not really dressed. Hey, 
we've gotta do it. We've gotta make sure. He told me the 
feeling he had walking in the celestial room, dressed like that. 
Just even thinking about it kind of makes me ahhh. 

Hank Smith:  01:19 It was a little off. 

John Bytheway: 01:20 Little bit. 

Hank Smith:  01:20 It felt off. Yeah. 

John Bytheway: 01:22 Yeah. It felt off he said. But everything checked out. We're so 
grateful. The fire department came and let us just go through 
the building. So it was a false alarm of some kind. He said I got 
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back in the car with my dad and I said, dad, that felt really, that 
was tough going in the celestial room dressed the way I was, 
and his dad said, yeah what do you think that means? It was a 
great learning moment. I'm reading this verse that says, be 
clean that bear the vessels of the Lord, in this case, it's be 
appropriately dressed. 

Hank Smith:  01:52  Well, it was probably a great lesson for him. 

John Bytheway:  01:54  It was an awesome, it's a lesson for me. I'm just thinking about 
it going, ooh, I understand how you would feel like, I'm in this 
holy place, I should dress in a way that reflects that. But he had 
to go in and check it out. So it was one of those ox in the mire 
type things. It teaches me something. Yeah, you wanna be 
appropriately dressed. 

Hank Smith:  02:14  I definitely would feel uncomfortable if I'm in my shorts 

John Bytheway:  02:17  Oh man. 

Hank Smith:  02:17  and my golf shirt, and I'm just gonna, hey, can you just walk 
around the celestial room? Go check things out? 

John Bytheway:  02:22  Ugh. 

Hank Smith:  02:23  And John, obviously the Lord's not offended. This has to be 
done. Reminds me of Isaiah 61. He has clothed me in the 
garments of salvation. He has wrapped me in the robe of 
righteousness. It's not about how you're dressed, but there is a 
feeling of being covered. Like you would say, the appropriate 
clothing for the sacredness of the place. 

John Bytheway:  02:47  Yeah, this scripture. Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the 
Lord. If I remember right, Hank, he was talking about carrying 
the implements of the temple, the vessels of the Lord. But here, 
it just made me think of how we wanna feel clean as we go into 
a place like that and just simply appropriately dressed. There's 
something to say for feeling like, I'm going to the presence of 
the Lord. I want to be appropriately dressed. 

Hank Smith:  03:12  Yeah, it was a clothing lesson, but more it was a spiritual lesson 
for him. I know Bob. He's a great guy. He's wonderful. John like I 
said, we are in section 133 and 134 this week on followHIM. 
We're with Brother Alvin Jackson. A lot of them call him 
President Alvin Jackson out in Washington DC. He's wonderful. 
He's going to take these sections apart in ways that you and I 
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had never seen. So join us over there and then come back next 
week, we'll do another follow HIM Favorites. 
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