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Podcast General Description:

Follow Him: A Come, Follow Me Podcast with Hank Smith & John Bytheway

Do you ever feel that preparing for your weekly Come, Follow Me lesson falls short? Join hosts Hank
Smith and John Bytheway as they interview experts to make your study for The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints’ Come, Follow Me course not only enjoyable but original and educational. If you are
looking for resources to make your study fresh, faithful, and fun--no matter your age--then join us every
Wednesday.

Podcast Episode Descriptions

Part 1:

What does it mean to give everything to the Lord and then receive it back as a sacred trust? Dr. Rosalynde
Welch explores Doctrine and Covenants 71-75, revealing how consecration transforms our hearts, our
resources, and our relationships in building Zion.

Part 2:

Dr. Rosalynde Welch continues to examine Doctrine and Covenants 71-75 and the concepts of
consecration, the sanctifying power of education and family, and the role of hospitality in building Zion.
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No Weapon That Is
Formed against You
Shall Prosper

PART 1 |

I

Coming up in this episode on followHIM.

I think he was disappointed in the reality of what he saw of
Zion. He also, | think, was disillusioned with church leaders. He
began to realize they were human. They weren't perfect. He
saw Joseph get into some disagreements. He saw the elders
bickering. They had a very difficult time getting home from Zion
with problems on the Missouri River, as you know, this further
disillusioned Ezra Booth.

Hello everyone. Welcome to another episode of followHIM. My
name is Hank Smith. | am your host. I'm here with John
Bytheway, John, a faithful and wise co-host who in time is
accounted worthy to inherit the mansions prepared for him.
John, | read that verse. | thought, John Bytheway's mansion in
heaven, if it goes by good works, humility, it's almost going to
be as big as my mansion. I'll be like, oh, yeah that is John over
there in my vacation home. No, John, you are a faithful and wise
person. There will be a big BTW right on the mansion of your

| like it. I am trying to live up to these adjectives, but yeah, BT
Dubs, they call me.

| think your mansion will be right on the side of the road.
Right? By the way.

By the way.

To somewhere else. Yeah.

John, we are joined today by Dr. Rosalynde Welch. Rosalynde,
welcome to followHIM.

Thank you, Hank. Thanks, John. | am so excited to be here with
you.
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John, Rosalynde comes highly recommended. She works closely
with one of our friends, JB Haws, Dr. Haws at the Maxwell
Institute. John, | don't know if you remember, but | asked JB, tell
me about Rosalynde Welch. Big smile. Praise up and down. We
thought we gotta have her on. John, Rosalynde, we are in
sections 71 through 75. Today. The lesson is called No Weapon
That Is Formed Against You Shall Prosper. Now, this one might
get overshadowed because we have a big, beautiful section
coming up in Section 76, but | don't want to get there just yet. |
want to stop and see these. John, | know one of these sections
is on Newel K. Whitney being a bishop. He's the second bishop
of the church. | know you've been bishop. What do you think of
when you think of these sections leading up to Section 76?

| think a lot of missionary work. | think of coming home from a
mission and setting a pattern. The Lord's going to use that
phrase, having a pattern of what a mission life is like and what
you're going to do when you get home. Let this be a pattern. |
think of a co-mission. He calls it being changed, trying to do
what the Lord wants. Your heart goes out to Newel K. Whitney,
you're going to be a bishop. He's probably, what's that? What?
How do | do that? All of those things | look forward to in here.

| wonder if Newel K. Whitney thought the last bishop you called,
you sent to Missouri, right?

Yeah. Can | stay here?

Yeah. Are you going to send me far away? Rosalynde, what are
we looking forward to today? What do you want to do?

Yes. We're going to talk a lot about missionaries and missionary
work. We're going to talk about bishops. I'm excited to talk
about the principle of consecration, which is not just a principle,
it's a covenant. It's a temple covenant. We know consecration
as the dedication of our means and our times to the Lord's
work. It's also a transformation of our relationship to the Lord
and our relationship to ourselves. We can't study this lesson
without discussing how Zion is built. We're going to talk about
how ordinary people can create relationships of accountability
and service by working locally in our own spheres. We work
together to build a global Zion. I'm excited to talk about what |
think might be a lesser recognized aspect of Zion consecration,
which is the idea of receiving. We think about consecration as
giving, but | think there's a really important aspect of receiving
that's a part of the consecrated life as well. | want to get into
that too.
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Wow. As I've covenanted to live the law of consecration, | don't
know if it's ever crossed my mind to receive. That's a great idea.
John we haven't had Rosalynde on the show before. Do you
have some background on her? Did we go into the FBI and look
for a background check? What do we know? What do we know
about this person?

Uhoh.
Yeah.

I'm so excited that we have you here. Let me introduce Dr.
Rosalynde Frandsen Welch is a research fellow associate
director at the Maxwell Institute. I'm going to ask you when I'm
done reading this to elaborate on a few of these things. She has
a PhD in early modern English literature from the University of
California San Diego, and a bachelor's in English from BYU. Her
current research focuses on Latter-day Saint scripture theology
and literature. Topics she explores in print and in podcasts and
including on the Maxwell Institute podcast, she hosts that. She's
the author of three books, and most recently, this is fun, she's a
co-author with Adam Miller, who we've had on the podcast. The
book is called Seven Visions, images of Christ in the Doctrine
and Covenants. She and her husband John have four nearly
grown children. They love exploring Utah's wild places together.
| want to ask you, tell us more about the series you're co-
authoring with Adam Miller.

This has been such a fun project. These books are books of
letters to each other. We choose seven texts from whatever
book of scripture. Our first one was Seven Gospels on the Book
of Mormon. This most recent one, Seven Visions is on the
Doctrine and Covenants. We choose seven chapters or seven
passages that tell us something about Christ. Then we'd simply
write letters to each other about those passages going deep
into the scripture, drawing on our own experience telling stories
from our lives. Adam and | have been friends for almost 20
years now, so our relationship goes way back. We think that
they're great books. We hope they're fun to read. They've
certainly been a joy to write.

Wow. Talking to Adam Miller, he speaks so beautifully and
eloquently, so do you. I'm looking forward to this. Can you tell
us, too, a little bit more about the Maxwell Institute?

Yeah, | would love to. The Maxwell Institute is BYU's Research
Institute for Religious Scholarship. We're named after Elder Neal
A. Maxwell, who was a giant of our people, a true disciple
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scholar who combined amazing intellect with a burning
spirituality and heart for Zion. He is our inspiration. We are a
community of about six full-time fellows. We bring in other
fellows from around BYU campus. Each of us work from a
different discipline. We're interdisciplinary. We have historians
and theologians and scholars of ancient languages, literary
scholars like me. What we share in common is that some aspect
of our work focuses on the restored gospel. Our director is JB
Haws, whom you mentioned a moment ago. We're so blessed
to have him. Check out our website if you want to mi.byu.edu.
Listeners who are interested can find out all about the
resources that we have to offer there.

Incredible minds. I'm just looking at some of the names here
that we've had on the show. John, we've had Mike McKay,
Lincoln Blumell, Adam Miller, JB Haws, Janiece Johnson,
Taunalyn Ford. We're going to have Dr. Fluhman on the show
soon. Jennifer Lane. These are some brilliant, wonderful people.
| love that | can say that, that | know them, that they are not
only brilliant, but they're good to the core, good faithful Latter-
day Saints.

| have the best job Hank and John.
Well, we are excited to add another scholar to our list here.

Rosalynde, it might be fun for people who are going, Welch, I've
heard that name before. Do you want to elaborate?

Yes, | would love to. | am so blessed as a daughter and as a
daughter-in-law. I'm Rosalynde Frandsen Welch. My parents are
Russ and Christy Frandsen, wonderful gospel scholars and saints
themselves. | want to give a big shout out to my mom, Christy
Frandsen and my sister Naomi. When | got the invitation to
appear on this podcast, | asked them to help me prepare. Both
of them are amazing teachers and love the scriptures. A lot of
the ideas that | share today were developed in collaboration
with my mom, Christy and my sister Naomi. I'm so thankful to
them. My married name is Welch. My father-in-law is John W.
Welch, often known as Jack Welch, who's a legendary Book of
Mormon scholar who founded the FARMS organization, has
done so much to spur interest, love, and excitement around the
Book of Mormon.

Oh, wow. You do have a fun job and a fun family. I'll read from
the Come, Follow Me manual. Let's get started. | love the title
today. No Weapon that is Formed Against You shall Prosper.
Pulling from Isaiah there, here's the introduction. Ever since he
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was a boy, Joseph Smith faced critics, even enemies as he tried
to do God's work, but it must have been particularly difficult in
late 1831 when Ezra Booth began publicly berating the church
because in this case, the critic was a former believer. Ezra had
seen Joseph use God's power to heal a woman. That was Alice
Johnson. | believe he had been invited to accompany Joseph on
the first survey of the land of Zion in Missouri, but he had since
lost his faith and in an attempt to discredit the prophet
published a series of letters in an Ohio newspaper, and his
efforts seemed to be working because unfriendly feelings had
developed against the church in the area. That's in the heading
of Section 71.

What should believers do in a case like that? While there is not
one right answer for every situation, it seems that often,
including in this case in 1831, part of the Lord's answer is to
declare the truth and correct falsehoods by proclaiming the
gospel. Yes, the Lord's work will always have critics, but in the
end, no weapon that is formed against it shall prosper. Wow,
wonderful. Looks like we're jumping into some very difficult
times probably inside the church with the growth. Then coming
in from the outside, Ezra Booth coming after Joseph Smith.
Rosalynde, where do we want to go from here? Do you want to
give us a little background? Do you want to jump right in?

That's important context with Ezra Booth. We'll talk more about
him here in just a minute. It was a tricky time. It was a tricky
moment right here we're at in December of 1831, wonderful
things are happening, difficult things are happening. In addition
to the Ezra Booth situation, there are two overarching projects
that are hovering over Joseph and the young church at this
point. One of those is the ongoing project of building Zion
through the law of consecration, getting this city that will
welcome the Lord back to earth, getting it up and running and
all the complications that come along with that, and the other is
the project to publish the revelations. The last section, section
70 was all about that. Joseph is involved ongoing in the Joseph
Smith translation project. He's got his head and his mind around
texts and around cities. You'll remember that a location had
been identified for the city of Zion in Jackson County, Missouri,
that designated as the central place of Zion.

As you mentioned, a group of elders, including Joseph and Ezra,
had gone to visit the city of Zion and laid a cornerstone for the
temple there. There was a small group of saints living there. The
Colesville Saints, the Colesville branch from New York had had a
difficult migration from New York to Ohio on the Copley farm.
Then they were ejected from that. They had made their way
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down to Zion. This group of refugees truly had left everything
behind, were now trying to make a life for themselves. Under
the leadership of Bishop Edward Partridge down there in
Missouri, they were preparing to welcome what they imagined
would be a larger influx of saints starting pretty soon, and the
saints were beginning to understand consecration. They had
received the law of consecration in section 42. Little by little,
line upon line, the Lord is teaching them more about how this
will actually be administered.

It's one thing to say we'll care for the poor and needy and
everybody will have what they need, but it's another thing to
really make that happen. To figure out how to equitably
administer a system like consecration. This practical application
is foremost on the minds of the saints there. There were lots of
challenges and lots of promises there during this whole time.
We know Joseph Smith continued to receive revelations on
church governments, doctrines of the restoration. Just the
month before in November, 1831, church leaders met together
and talked about whether or not these revelations should be
compiled and published. The Lord made it clear through Joseph
that this was very important, that having a written record of the
revelations was a crucial preparatory step for the building of
Zion.

Just one of those things sounds difficult, let alone all of them.
Oh, by the way, you need to build the New Jerusalem while
you're doing that, like while I'm doing that, that right there is
going to be a lot.

This Kirtland period was a period of immense revelatory
abundance and energy for Joseph. | think one of the reasons
why was that the Zion project was up and running right? The
Lord needed to give them a lot of instruction on how to build
the city. In addition to that, Joseph is deeply involved in his
Bible revision project, his new translation of the Bible. We can
see plainly in the Doctrine and Covenants that working deeply in
the Bible was a catalyst to revelation. For Joseph spending so
much time in the text of the word of the Lord opened his mind
to revelation.

What a fantastic principle. | can hear someone saying, how do |
get revelation? Well, apparently you spend time in the
scriptures because he's going through the Bible. Look at this
flood of revelation, Rosalynde, you've said it perfectly. He's
spending time in scripture enabling the Lord to answer
questions.
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| love the sequence of these things. The translation of the Book
of Mormon, the Book of Mormon is so full of the doctrine of
Christ, the real basics. Then when they started doing the JST,
started doing the Bible, all of this stuff came. It was so much
more. | love how many sections of the Doctrine and Covenants
came as a result of a question.

One of the books that | mentioned earlier, these volumes in our
themes in the Doctrine and Covenants series was written by a
scholar named Janiece Johnson, and she wrote on revelation.
She did a survey. According to her findings, 65% of sections of
revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants came in response to a
guestion. A clear majority, there may be even more. Those are
the ones that she was able to identify clearly asking good
guestions, particularly questions that are prompted by a deep
immersion in scripture. Sometimes even confusion can be good.
When you're reading the scriptures and you get a little confused
or you're not sure what's going on, that's not necessarily a bad
thing because that can be the moment that prompts you to ask
the question. This is precisely the pattern that we'll see. The
example par excellence is D&C 76, which you'll be getting to
next week, but again and again, Joseph, we'll see this in section
74 today, he comes across a scripture. He doesn't understand it.
He doesn't know how it should be interpreted. That is what
prompts a question. He takes that question to the Lord and
then that question becomes a catalyst for a revelation that
oftentimes will far exceed the original question.

It's one of those well-kept secrets. If you want revelation, you
get into the scriptures. It's so hard to connect in our minds. No, |
need revelation about this particular problem I'm facing. Yeah,
get into the scriptures. Rosalynde, what you said was so perfect.
You start to ask questions, but then the Lord has a tendency to
give you more than what you asked for.

Yes, the text is a springboard. It's a place that | can go to meet
the Lord. | can ask him my questions there. He can answer them
on any topic using the medium of the text as a way to open my
mind, touch my heart, and to convey ideas to me.

I'm going to have to hurry and write that down. Scriptures are a
place. They're a place where | go to meet the Lord.

| feel like we all have a little bit of law of Moses checklist in our
DNA. | read my scriptures check. | said, my prayers check, but
that's not the point. The point is the outcome of those. The
point is, now I've connected to the Spirit. Now the Lord can talk
to me better. Was it Elder Lynn Robbins who said, we make to-
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do lists, but it's harder to make a to-be list. . . What am | trying
to become? Doing those things helps us become something
different, puts us in a place, as you just said, where we can get
more inspiration, more help.

How would it be to think, oh, where could | go to talk to the
Lord? | need a place. Rosalynde just gave us. It's a place. Yeah.

There's a wonderful Catholic scholar of the Bible. Her name is
Sandra Schneiders and she talks about the scriptures as the text
of meeting. There's a little wordplay going on there. You
remember in the Old Testament, Moses and the Israelites, they
build the tent of meeting the tabernacle where Moses goes to
receive inspiration to see the Lord and to guide his people
directly face-to-face encounter with the Lord there in the tent
of meeting, she says, the scriptures are for us a text of meeting
the place where we go to find the Lord, to have an encounter
with him, to have an experience with him where we come to
know who God is. | love that idea. The text of meeting.

This is the text of meeting. Certain things are said on this show,
John, that | know I'll remember for the rest of my life. That just
happened.

| know, | better write it down or | won't remember.

Okay, Rosalynde with that, do you want to jump into the text
now? It sounds like Joseph Smith is very busy. Not only is it hard
to do the things he's asked, but also then to deal with
opposition. Not only do | have to do this very difficult thing, I've
got multiple people who are trying to ruin it the moment | try to
do it.

Here in early December, 1831, Joseph is juggling a lot. He's
really having to multitask. | think the Lord actually says, hang on
here, Joseph and Sidney. It's not time to multitask. Now you're
instructed now to set aside the Bible translation that you have
been working on off and on. They've had starts and stops on
this project, but here's another pause because right now you
need to focus on preaching the gospel in the nearby areas here
in northeast Ohio and specifically in order to counter the
influence of these letters that had recently been published by
Ezra Booth. I'm going to talk more about him in just a moment,
but he had written and published these letters in a newspaper
claiming that the revelations were fabricated, that the law of
consecration was just a scheme to take people's money. Joseph
and Sidney really needed to clear the air for Zion to go forward,
for the work to be able to continue, for people to hear the
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message and bring their lives, their resources, and consecrate
them to the Lord. People had to be able to encounter
missionaries in an environment that was free of falsehood. It
was time for Joseph and Sidney to go and preach, and the Lord
tells them, this is the moment. Set aside the Bible project, go
preach. They did. It was a mission for a season. This mission will
last a little over a month. They'll finish up in mid-January of
1832. Let's read a few verses here, shall we? In section 71, let's
read verse one then verses five and six. John, would you want to
read those verses?

Behold, thus saith the Lord unto my servants, Joseph Smith Jr.
and Sidney Rigdon, that the time has verily come that it is
necessary and expedient in me that you should open your
mouths in proclaiming my gospel, the things of the kingdom
expounding the mysteries thereof out of the scriptures
according to that portion of the spirit and power which shall be
given unto you, even as | will. Now behold, this is wisdom;
whoso readeth let him understand and receive also. For unto
him that receiveth, it shall be given more abundantly, even
power.

These are such rich verses full of words that are just pregnant
with meaning, but there are two of them that especially stick
out to me in these verses and those are the words receive and
mystery. Over the last couple of months, we've had some really
great discussions on this podcast about a fuller sense of
receiving. It's not just a mechanical taking of something that
somebody gives to you but truly to receive is to actively accept,
to love and to cherish what is given. | think about the words of a
confirmation, receive the Holy Ghost. Here the Lord says for
unto him that receiveth, it shall be given more abundantly.
What is it that's being received here? What is it that the Lord
wants to give us and is asking us to receive? Four years ago
when you had Brad Wilcox on the podcast to talk about these
sections, he had a wonderful discussion of these verses as
receiving grace.

That's a really powerful reading that when we receive the grace
that the Lord pours out upon us, we are able to receive even
more of it. With it, we receive power. In context of this section,
we can also see that what the Lord's talking about is the
commandments and revelations there in verse four, prepare the
way for the commandments and revelations which are to come,
for those who receive the commandments and revelations
which are given through Joseph and are being prepared for
publication now unto them will be given more, more
commandments, more revelations. | love the language. In
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section 59 talks about revelation upon revelation,
commandments not a few. The Lord wants to give us more and
more revelation and commandments. In order to get more from
him, we have to receive what he is giving us, and it's interesting
that verse in section 71, verse six, it might sound familiar, and to
him that receiveth it shall be given more abundantly, even
power, and if you look at the footnote there, it refers us to
Matthew chapter 13, which is this really interesting moment
where the disciples ask Jesus why he speaks in parables.

00:24:12 Do you remember the answer that he gives him there? Why he
speaks in parables.

John Bytheway: 00:24:18 First, he quotes the calling of Isaiah, which is so interesting.
Dr. Rosalynde Welch: 00:24:23 Yes.
John Bytheway: 00:24:25 The idea that if they can see with their eyes, hear with their

ears, understands with their hearts, they can be converted and
be healed, but it's that conceal reveal type of a thing. What |
love about that is that he gave the parable. | presume some
walked away, but then the disciples came up. Why are you
speaking in parables? So great. They came with another
question. They got more.

Dr. Rosalynde Welch: 00:24:51 They got another answer there. Yes, well done, John. | put you
on the spot. You knew exactly where | was headed with this.
Okay, you get an A for today. A parable is a powerful teaching
tool because it looks like one thing on the outside, but there's
something more on the inside. On the outside it looks like the
simple story, but there's a deeper spiritual meaning about the
kingdom of God on the inside. A parable is, it allows the Lord to
teach to different audiences as they're ready. For those who are
not prepared for the full spiritual meaning they won't get it.
They'll just get the simple outside story, but for those who
receive the message who are ready for more, there's more.
There's another meaning inside the parable and the meaning is
always about the kingdom of God, about the kingdom that the
Savior has brought and is bringing to us. | wonder if that's part
of what the Lord wants Joseph and Sidney to know here to
those who receive something that looks kind of ordinary more
will be given abundantly, even power. Another spiritual
meaning our eyes of faith will be opened. We'll see past an
ordinary looking exterior into something extraordinary on the
inside. We'll see the Lord's work unfolding on the inside.

Hank Smith: 00:26:27 Rosalynde, this is going to be a little bit odd, but my family and
I, we watch a little bit of the old Dr. Who series. | don't know if
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either of you have ever watched the old Dr. Who series. We
don't watch much of the new ones. When people meet Dr.
Who, he has this vehicle called a Tardis. Well, there's this phrase
because the Tardis on the outside looks like a police little
telephone box, something like that. I'm not sure what it's, but
you go inside. It's this vast place, machine, room, with like more
and more rooms, more and more rooms. Rosalynde | love that.
That's the parables. That's the Book of Mormon. You look at it
and go, oh, there's not much there, and then you go inside and
the phrase from Dr. Who is, it's bigger on the inside. It's
amazing.

It's bigger on the inside. Thank you. That is brilliant. | do know
Dr. Who and | had never thought to make the connection
between the Tardis and the parable and the kingdom of God.
It's the same principle. It's bigger on the inside, and if you have
the faith to receive the sort of ordinary looking outside, then
you can enter inside.

That's why other people can look at it Rosalynde and go, | don't
see it. They'll look at the Book of Mormon and go, it's an
obvious fraud. It's a... and you're going, no, no, no come inside.
Come inside. You gotta see this.

Come inside. Yes, exactly. The Lord is able to give us the
revelations that we are prepared to accept, but for those who
aren't prepared to accept more, they aren't held accountable
for it yet because they haven't received it. Those who can't
accept the outside, they're not prepared to accept the inside. In
a way, it would be unkind to hold them accountable for the
knowledge that they would gain on the inside. It's a way of
teaching us stepwise and allowing each individual to come to
the kingdom of God, to encounter the word of the Lord at the
moment when they're ready. Before they're ready it won't look
like anything. It'll look like just ordinary, nothing that they'll skip
over and then they're not accountable for it, but the time will
come when the Spirit has prepared them, that they'll look at it
and they'll see there's something more. They'll see the light
bursting from those seams, and then they'll be ready to receive
it, and then they'll be ready to enter and receive more. | think it
can be a very merciful way.

Rosalynde, this is a beautiful idea because look how often that
comes up. Joseph Smith is someone, many people look at him
and go, he's nothing to me. Nothing. Even something evil to me.
Yet you and | are going, no, no, no, no. When you're ready, this
revelatory prophet, this person, he will open up to you. You'll be
amazed. The Book of Mormon is the same way. The Pearl of
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Great Price is the same way, right? John, you've said that
before. No matter how we got it, read it.

Have you read it? Have you read it? Whoa. Yeah.

Well, Rosalynde, | love this principle. | have not been able to
talk about our family's love for Dr. Who on the show before. If
there's any other Dr. Who fans may have something to match
his Andy Griffith, his odd, odd love of the Andy Griffith show.
John, | might be a Dr. Who guy while you're an Andy Griffith

guy.

Well, you know Hank, Some's got it and some ain't. | had it. Had
to get rid of it.

Oh, Rosalynde, I'm so sorry that you have to deal with both of
us. Back to you. Keep going back to you.

Well, this idea of Zion as a Tardis, the Book of Mormon as a
tardis, the restoration as a tardis, it's the perfect transition. Now
to talk a little bit more about Ezra Booth, the person that we've
alluded to a couple of times through this discussion, | want to
put a caveat out there before | launch into this discussion of
Ezra Booth. This is something that | learned from my friend, the
historian Kate Holbrook, who passed away several years ago.
Many of our listeners may know her and her work. She was a
wonderful historian of the church of Latter-day Saint Women's
history in particular. She taught me something I'll never forget
about history, which is that a historian is accountable to deal
gently, faithfully, and truly with the reputations of the people
that she writes about. I've never seen a historian who takes
more care to make sure that she wrote with sensitivity and full
understanding and empathy about the subjects of her history.

I'm about to talk about Ezra Booth right now. I'm going to use
him as a negative example, but | want to say right up front that |
don't know his heart. | don't actually know what motivated him.
We do know that his letters were deeply destructive and they
were part of what led to the tarring and feathering of Joseph
and Sidney. We know that his actions hurt the church and hurt
the saints, but what | don't know is | don't know what his
motivations were and I'm grateful that | don't have to judge
him. | just wanted to put that out here. As | talk about Ezra
Booth, I'm taking some liberties. | acknowledge that and | allow
the Lord to be his judge. Who knows? Maybe someday I'll get to
talk to him and understand better what his intentions were and
where he was coming from.
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Rosalynde, we had Kate on the show four years ago. It was such
a wonderful experience. It reminds me what you just said
reminds me of what her friend, Dr. Melissa Inouye once taught
another of your friends, Dr. Taunalyn Ford. We're talking about
all your friends here, Rosalynde and ours, part of redeeming the
dead isn't just doing their temple work. It's speaking of them
redeeming their reputations. Thank you for what you just did.
We could be more gentle with everyone.

Here's a little bit more about who Ezra Booth was. He was a
farmer. He was a respected Methodist preacher in the area of
Kirtland where the saints came. That's important that he was a
churchman. He knew the Bible. He understood the gospel of
Jesus Christ. As you mentioned earlier Hank, Ezra was when he
witnessed Elsa Johnson's healing, as a preacher he would've
understood what it was that he was seeing. He would've
understood that he had seen a miraculous healing. He knows
the patterns of the Bible that spiritual gifts follow the believers.
As Christ said in Mark 18, he would've recognized the project of
building Zion as deeply rooted in the patterns of the Bible. He
would've known the Bible inside and out, known that the Bible
begins with a garden in Eden, that it ends in the book of
Revelation with a garden city, the New Jerusalem, and when he
heard of the revelations from the Lord that were directing and
guiding the saints to build the New Jerusalem, he would have
understood that this was a religious movement that was
following biblical patterns that made an impression on him.

He said, the impressions of my mind were deep and powerful
and my feelings were excited to a degree to which | had been a
stranger. He understood because he understood the Bible well.
His expectations were very high. He expected to see spectacular
fulfillments of these prophecies in the Bible that he had been
reading for his whole life, the book of Revelation, the book of
Isaiah, the New Jerusalem, this shining city of light to which all
the riches of the world stream from every corner of the globe.
He knew those prophecies. He knew what the Bible said about
the New Jerusalem. The question for him is not a question of
understanding, but | think it's a question of receiving a question
of receiving the reality. Remember verse five in section 71, now
behold, this is wisdom; whoso readeth let him understand. |
think Ezra Booth understood but and receive also, would Ezra
be able to also receive in the spiritual sense to accept and to
cherish and to treasure the reality of the Zion project for the
saints?

That was the spiritual question. Before Ezra Booth, he was
appointed to serve a mission to Missouri with Isaac Morley. He
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was there with Joseph and the other elders at the church
conference that was held on August 4th in 1831. It was on this
journey to Zion that Booth began to be disillusioned,
disappointed in what reality was showing him in the reality of
the fulfillment of these prophecies. It was a difficult journey. It
was very inconvenient. | lived for almost 20 years in Missouri.
It's the most beautiful place in the world, I'm convinced, but it is
hot. It is humid and there are insects. It is not a fun place to be
journeying and camping. In August when they arrived in this
incipient city of Zion, he says, the prospect appeared somewhat
gloomy, a curiosity but not worth going to Missouri to see. He
wrote later there were a few saints there.

It wasn't the streams of people coming that he might have
expected. There was little development, just a few backwood
buildings. It was not the city of golden streets and trees, the
garden city that he knew from Revelation. It was pretty
disappointing. | think he was disappointed in the reality of what
he saw of Zion. He also, | think, was disillusioned with church
leaders. He began to realize they were human. They weren't
perfect. He saw Joseph get into some disagreements. He saw
the elders bickering. They had a very difficult time getting home
from Zion with problems on the Missouri River. As you know,
this further disillusioned Ezra Booth. He had understood, but he
wasn't able to receive the reality of the gift that the Lord was
giving him. Shortly after he returned home, he turned away
from the saints and that's when he began publishing his series
of nine letters in the Ohio Star criticizing Joseph Smith and the
church. He brought his strong reasons to use the phrase of
Isaiah against the church. As we'll see those letters, they did do
a lot of damage in time.

Rosalynde, you said, we might see ourselves in him and I'm
already seeing myself. I've seen some amazing things. Then | run
into the reality of people and humanness. The messiness of you
got a 20, what? 25-year-old prophet. He sometimes acts like a
25-year-old human. What do | do with both the miraculous and
the human? Don't we all run into that? John? Rosalynde? Don't
we all run into the, I've experienced the miraculous. I've
experienced the human. What do | do with both of those?

| remember hearing a story about Stephen Covey where he was
given some assignment to work with some of the highest
leaders of the church or something like that. Somebody said to
him, well, you'll find out they're just human and don't lose your
testimony. He had the best response to that. He said, they
didn't give me my testimony and they can't take it away.

D&C 71-75 Part 1 followHIM Podcast Page 14



Hank Smith:

John Bytheway:

Dr. Rosalynde Welch:

Hank Smith:

John Bytheway:
Hank Smith:

John Bytheway:

00:38:14

00:38:14

00:38:25

00:40:01

00:40:38

00:40:39

00:40:42

Yeah.

Yeah. Our focus is on Christ. We will see the evidences of his
working through the us through we imperfect humans all the
time.

The question that confronted Ezra Booth and Zion, | think is the
guestion that confronts every single one of us each day at
church. Of course, can | receive, can | both understand and also
receive with love? The sometimes disappointing reality of
worshiping with other humans, of working with them, of having
these high ideals. Then bringing them down to earth,
implementing them in real life. It's hard. It's hard in our families
too. Maybe | get married and | go into marriage expecting a
romantic vision and ideal of my perfect soulmate who will be
able to intuit my needs at every moment in time. It's
disappointing when my husband is actually a human being. He
can't read my mind. He doesn't always say exactly what | need
to hear. He doesn't clean up the kitchen the way that | wish that
he would. It's disappointing. It can be disillusioning. The
guestion that faces me is, will | receive him? Will | receive the
gift of marriage? It's only if | can, right? Only if | can accept the
tardis that | can enter inside. Once | pass that step of accepting,
cherishing, loving, looking at with the eyes of faith, the very
ordinary reality in front of me, that's when the insides open up
to me. That's when | see the bigness, the largeness, the beauty
that's on the inside of these everyday relationships, these
everyday projects, these everyday problems that we all face on
a regular basis.

This is fantastic. That to me is right there. 2025 applicable to
everyone. You'll experience the miraculous and the divine and
the human. What are you going to do with those? because
there's Isaac Morley and Edward Partridge who embrace, who
receive, like you said, Rosalynde, and then there's Ezra Booth
who for some reason or another cannot enter in, cannot receive
because of maybe the humanity of the people around us. John,
you've said this before. God wants us to love our enemies, so he
puts them in our ward.

Did | say that?

Yeah. You said so many enemies, one convenient location.
Yeah. Oh, yes, yes. Maybe some others had this problem. When
| was a teenager, | read things, especially in section 76. These

are they that received not the gospel of Christ. | thought that's
not fair because my definition of received was heard. You said it
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earlier, Rosalynde. I'm grateful for that, that in the scriptures
receive means accept that you, like a wedding reception. You
receive guests so we call it a reception. You're receiving the
gospel. These are they who receive not the gospel means these
are they who chose not to receive, not to accept. Let's go back
to that verse. Let him understand and receive also.

There's also an element of forgiveness that's involved with
receiving. We accept it. We cherish it. We forgive it for not
being what we might've expected. Could Ezra Booth have
forgiven this little struggling seed of Zion for not being
Disneyland? Hank, you mentioned that this is applicable in
2025. Maybe it's more applicable than it has ever been in 2025
because | feel like we're on the cusp of real technological
revolution. We don't know what these new artificial intelligence
tools will bring us, but there are powerful, it seems at the least
they'll be able to deliver to us a kind of experience that is more
frictionless, more tailored to my expectations, more perfectly
meets my fantasies. That's beautifully colorful, that's slick,
palatable in every way. By comparison, our everyday experience
may come to seem more and more difficult, more effortful, less
exciting, more boring, smaller and drearier, and yet redemptive
relations can only happen there. It's only in the real embodied
world that we can administer and receive saving ordinances
that we can be in saving sealed relationships. It's only if we can
accept, forgive and receive the real world, that we can develop
our divine natures and come unto Christ.

All three of us work with young people. The expectation of what
marriage is going to be, marriage and children, what it's going to
be versus it's reality can be a gut check for them. Same for
missions. Do you remember thinking, | know what a mission's
going to be. Then you got there and thought this wasn't on the
called to serve video.

Yes, we are all Ezra Booth. The choice that confronted him is the
choice that confronts us urgently today.

Perfect.

This is a good moment to talk a little bit about the end of
section 71 where the Lord instructs Joseph and Sidney on how
they should respond to these attacks on the church, the letters
by Ezra Booth. | don't know about you, but | hear in these verses
I'm looking at verses seven through 11 or so. Maybe it's worth
just reading a little bit of that. Wherefore confound your
enemies, call upon them to meet you both in public and in
private. Inasmuch as ye are faithful, their shame shall be made
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manifest. Let them bring forth their strong reasons against the
Lord. Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you, there is no weapon
that is formed against you shall prosper, and if any man lift his
voice against you, he shall be confounded in my own due time.
Wherefore, keep my commandments. They are true and
faithful. Even so. Amen.

| hear a mood of confidence, of openness, of courage, not of
fearfulness, not of defensiveness, not of aggression. There's
definitely urgency. Preparation is needed. Now is the moment
when they need to act, but there's a way in which antagonism
to the church creates something good and what it creates is an
opportunity for moral choice. Those who encounter these
slanders and falsehoods by Ezra Booth now have a moment of
decision where they can decide how they are going to act.
Joseph and Sidney too have a moment of decision. How are
they going to respond? The Lord tells them, don't fear
engagement with your enemies in public or in private. In fact,
Sidney Rigdon did invite Ezra Booth to a public debate. Ezra
Booth declined, maybe in private would've been more effective.
Talk to him in the way that we've just been talking about his
experience in Zion, but don't fear. Trust that the Lord's work is
resilient, that the Lord's kingdom is reliable.

It's not fragile. The Lord's enemies will be confounded in due
time. That word confound is interesting to me because always
the Lord urges us not to engage in contention, but here he tells
Sidney and Joseph that they are to confound their enemy. |
wondered what that word confound was. | looked it up to
confound is to perplex, to point out the confusions or the
contradictions in somebody's claim or somebody's idea versus
contention, and in the Book of Mormon we see that contention
is violent, it's oppositional, so | think this teaches us something
valuable, which is that conflict and friction are unavoidable in
the real world as we've just been talking about. Reality is going
to confront us every day with somebody who does not agree
with us. Somebody who sees things differently. Darn it, they're
so wrong but nevertheless, they persist in being wrong and
seeing things differently from me.

Conflict and friction are unavoidable, but the question is how do
| work through that conflict in Christ's way? We're not to
engage in contention, but there may be a way in which we can
confound them that is gently and kindly, but pointing out points
of confusion or points of contradiction in their own claims,
helping them sort of see the flaws in their strong reasons. |
really liked how the Come, Follow Me manual asked us to
consider how Christ responded to his antagonists in the New
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Testament. We see him. He didn't fear conflict. He didn't fear
engagement with those who opposed him. He asked. In fact, he
did precisely what he instructs Sidney and Joseph to do. He
confounded them by asking strategic questions to expose their
motivations and to show contradictions in the deep logic of
what they were saying. Ultimately, of course, the way that
Christ responded to his enemies was with forgiveness on the
Cross.

He forgave his enemies. He loved his enemies. He loved them
truly. He loved them more truly than any person ever has, and
this question of how Christ responds to his enemies becomes
very personal. When | remember that the natural man is an
enemy to God, but that Christ loves his enemies. Christ forgives
his enemies. He loves me and he forgives me even when | put
myself in the role of an antagonist to him and to his work. If
you'll indulge me, the Maxwell Institute a few years ago
published a wonderful book called Proclaim Peace by Patrick
Mason and David Pulsifer, and it's all about peace building. It
really responds to President Nelson's plea for us to become
peacemakers. Peacemakers needed. This book responds to that
prophetic call. Here's what they say. Conflict is inevitable and
inherent in the opposition that's at the heart of creation. There
must needs to be an opposition in all things.

There's going to be conflict in the world, but here's what Patrick
and David say. When our decisions in conflict tend toward love,
forgiveness, and selflessness, the cycle is more likely to move in
the direction of the creative conflict that Martin Luther King
described as the constructive non-violent tension which is
necessary for growth, but when we are primarily motivated by
fear, anger, or selfishness, the conflict is more likely to move in
destructive directions when trapped in a destructive spiral. We
use the negative choices of our opponents, whether real or
perceived to justify our own behavior, but creative options are
always open to us regardless of the choices others are making.
Just because our opponents may be choosing a path that leads
to destructive engagement does not mean we are constrained
to respond in kind. Conflict is inevitable, but destructive conflict
is a choice. At times, we might actually be justified in
responding to violence with violence, but such responses will
ultimately never heal or transform our conflicts into
opportunities for creative growth. Only love can do that. That's
so wise. Conflict is inevitable, but creative responses to that
conflict are always open to us, and if those who oppose us go
negative, we're going to be tempted to follow suit. Say, well,
hey, | need to respond to them. | have to do something about
this, but it's not justified. Christ showed us how to respondin a
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Christ-like way by choosing creative and constructive, ultimately
loving responses to the conflict that is inevitable and that's the
message that | see here at the end of Section 71 as well.

Do either of you remember this story from Elder Holland? He
said, A sister missionary recently wrote to me, this is back in
2014, my companion and | saw a man sitting on a bench in the
town square eating his lunch. As we drew near, he looked up
and saw our missionary name tags. With a terrible look in his
eye he jumped up and raised his hand to hit me. | ducked just in
time only to have him spit his food all over me and start
swearing the most horrible things at us. We walked away saying
nothing. | tried to wipe the food off my face only to feel a clump
of mashed potato hit me in the back of the head, my word.
Sometimes it's hard being a missionary because right then |
wanted to go back, grab that little man and say, excuse me, but
| didn't, and then Elder Holland says to this devoted missionary,
| say, dear child, you have in your own humble way stepped into
a circle of very distinguished men and women who have, as the
Book of Mormon prophet Jacob said, viewed Christ's death and
suffered his cross and born the shame of the world.

Elder Holland goes on to say, how do we defend our faith? | bet
both of you remember this quote from him. He said, be strong.
Live the gospel faithfully, even if others around you don't live it
at all. Defend your beliefs with courtesy and with compassion,
but defend them. Reminded me so much of what you just said,
Rosalynde, don't go negative. | noticed in this section the Lord
doesn't attack anyone by name. He doesn't say now that Ezra
Booth, he is terrible. You need to go and tell everybody about
him and how terrible he is. It's proclaim the gospel. Be
courageous. Have discussions. I'll make sure that you're okay.
No weapon that is formed against you will prosper. What a
recipe.

Enemies of the church do bring strong reasons. | don't think
they're strong. | think they're weak, but they can be wielded
strongly. John and Hank, | would love to share a few of my
strong reasons of the strong reasons that | have for my faith and
my belief in the restoration. My strongest reason for faith and
commitment in the restoration and for consecration to the
kingdom of God is the Book of Mormon. It's message of
revelation. It's message that the Lord is overflowing with light
and that he wants to shower that light down on each one of us.
The Lord manifests himself to every nation. He invites each one
of us to come to him to be one in Him. For me, the Book of
Mormon is the strongest reason that | have for my commitment
to the gospel, the vision of Zion, the beautiful vision of Zion, of a
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covenant bound community, of one heart and one mind that
lives together in love that takes care of every need.

That is also one of the strong reasons that is at the heart of my
testimony. I'm inspired by that vision of Zion that keeps me
moving forward on the covenant path and finally the
restoration's vision of exaltation. It's the understanding it gives
us that we are made in the image of God, that our Savior grew
from grace to grace, grew in the fullness, and that we follow his
footsteps, that we too are made in the divine image, that we
are image bearers of God, that Christ can be within us, that
Christ can be among us. That is such an inspiring vision that |
haven't found matched in any other religious tradition which |
deeply respect. | feel a deep kinship with any person of faith out
there. | think we share more in common than we have different,
but nevertheless, these are strong reasons that | find only in the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and that's why the
church is my spiritual home and why it always will be.

| loved that testimony. That was awesome.

Rosalynde that was perfect, and | think you did exactly there
what the Lord would say. Let them bring their strong reasons.
You bring your strong reasons. You talk slowly and deliberately
and powerfully. Don't attack. Don't let your emotions take over.
Bring your strong reasons. Doesn't it remind you, John of the
blind man in John chapter nine, whether he be a sinner or not, |
know not. Here is what | know. | was blind now | see. Rosalynde
just gave us her own now | see.

Yes.

The way she delivered that reminds me. You could win an
argument and lose the relationship.

| hope anybody listening who thought, how do | defend my
beliefs against these attacks even within my own family? Why
don't you go back. Listen to that again and again.

Here's what | know.

Yep. Here's what | know. Rosalynde | am now seeing section 71
as a tardis, you have turned these 11 verses inside out and
made them so much bigger on the inside. We do need to keep
going. What do you want to do next? Should we just go to
section 727
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Yeah. Let's move on to section 72. In section 71 as we saw, the
Lord told Sidney and Joseph, it's time, now is the moment it's
time to set aside the Bible translation and go on a preaching
tour. So they did. They obeyed. Three days later they were in
Kirtland, which was their first stop there. They had a conference
of elders in this revelation, section 72. They received more light
and knowledge about Zion, about building Zion and about
implementing consecration. So over the last couple of months,
we've seen how the revelations have slowly taught the saints
about consecration. We all remember section 42, which is the
Lord's law, where he lays out what this way of life will look like.
Section 51, instructions to Edward Partridge on stewardships
and the Bishop storehouse. Section 68 was all about obtaining
land in Zion, how to have an orderly migration and flow of saints
there.

Now, here in section 72, it's time for a second bishop to be
called, because we're now a church with two centers. We have
a center in Kirtland, a center in Independence. We need a
second bishop. We need a bishop in Kirtland. We're going to
find out who that bishop will be. Find out what his duties are.
We'll learn a little bit about how accountability and
consecration work together. This section, section 72, is actually
a compilation of three different revelations to the elders and
members who were assembled there with Joseph and Sidney on
this day. Part one, more or less, verses one through eight talks
about the importance of a bishop to whom each steward can
render an account of his stewardship. A bishop is needed there
to be a face for accountability so that we account to the Lord
how we are using our stewardships. In part one, he names who
this new bishop will be.

It is Newel Whitney, whom we have met whom we love. We
recognize as a wise and faithful man with a strong testimony of
the gospel and a love for Joseph, the keeper of the store in
Kirtland, which will become now a storehouse for the saints.
Then in verses nine through 23, Newell's bishop duties are laid
out to keep the storehouse to receive and distribute the
consecrated properties so that all the needs of the saints can be
met. The elders who are out preaching and those who are
working on publishing the revelations, they're all a part of this
story of consecration. And then finally, the ending those last
verses, verses 24 through 26, helps the saints understand how
the migration from Kirtland to Zion can be done in an orderly
way.

As we've talked about, Zion was just a seed at this point, a tiny
fledgling little settlement, and it would be overwhelmed by the
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needs if huge congregations of saints flocked there. It needs to
happen in a slow and orderly fashion. The Lord teaches them
how that is to occur. So that's sort of from a bird's eye view.
What we've got here in Section 72, for me, above all, what
stands out from this section is its teachings on consecration. |
love the principle of consecration. I've really come to
understand it in a richer way over the past few years, largely as
the result of reading the work of two scholars who | know
you've had on the podcast before. Steve Harper and Joseph
Spencer. Each of them has thought deeply about consecration
as an historical practice in Steve's case and as a theological
concept in Joe's case. I've learned a lot from both of them, and
if it's okay, I'd love to share with you how | understand what
consecration is before we dive into the specifics of these verses.

Consecration, as | understand it, is a series of two actions. The
first action is that we lay down our property, all that we have
and are, before the Lord, we lay it at the bishop's feet. That's
step one. And then step two is we take consecrated property up
again as our stewardship. There's a giving of all that we are and
have. There's a receiving of those things as a stewardship.
Where | started, | had property. | had things that | owned. | had
things that were mine that | possessed. | laid them down. When
| take them up again, when | receive my stewardship, they're no
longer what they were. They're no longer possessions or
property. Now | hold them not as an owner, but as a steward.
And what kind of blew my mind was when Dr. Harper helped
me understand that often it would be the very same things.

Let's say that I'm a saint and | want to consecrate and I'm ready
to live the law of consecration. | have some tables, chairs, some
bedroom furniture, and | bring them to the bishop storehouse
and | consecrate them. | deed them to the church. | laid them
before the Lord, before the bishop. He receives those as my
consecrated offering. Then | have to go back home, but guess
what? | still need a table and chairs and | still need a bed to
sleep on. I'm still going to need these things. Those very same
items will now be given back to me by the bishop, but instead of
holding them as a possession, as something that | own and can
do with whatever | want, now | hold them as a stewardship. I'm
taking care of them. They belong to the Lord, but | am taking
care of them and I'm using them not only for my own good and
my own needs, but for the good of my entire community, for
the good of Zion.

It's the same table and chairs, it's the same bed, it's the same
household, the same furnishings, but everything has changed.
My relationship to those objects has 100% transformed. Who |
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am has also changed. | am no longer a sovereign owner who's in
charge of all these things and can dispose of them how | want
to. Instead, I'm a caretaker. I'm taking care of something
precious that belongs to somebody else. | was trying to explain
this to my son. We were talking about this recently. He's a
teenager. | was trying to think of a way that | could explain to
him what this change means, how it feels to be a steward
instead of an owner. | gave him this thought experiment. He has
a cousin Jacob, who has a really, really cool car. It's like a tricked
out Acura. He's put all this cool underglow lighting on the
bottom.

It's beautiful. It's just the coolest car ever. Miles my son has an
old broken down Honda Fit. It's a junkie, a junkie. | said, imagine
that Jacob is going on his mission. Your cousin is going on his
mission. He needs someone to take care of his car while he's
gone. He came to you Miles and he said, Miles, would you take
care of my car? You can have it. You can use it while | am on my
mission, but | want someone to be in charge of it and to watch
over it, to take account of it while I'm gone. Would you be
willing to do that? Miles was like, absolutely. Yeah. | would
much rather drive that cool car than my old car and | asked him,
how do you think you would treat Jacob's car differently from
your own car? Would it feel different to drive that car?

How would you deal with it differently? And he thought about it
for a minute and he said, well, | think | would be a lot more
careful with it because Jacob's going to come back from his
mission and this car actually isn't mine. Do | want to be
accountable to Jacob and make sure that | take good care of his
car, probably even more than | would with my own car?
because I'm not really accountable to anybody else for my own
possessions, but when I'm accountable to somebody else for
their possessions, I'm going to take really good care of it. | said,
what if while you were taking care of Jacob's car, one of our
other cousins had need of a car, and they came to you and said,
oh, hey, could | use Jacob's car for a little while? How do you
think you would respond to that?

He said, well, I'd probably feel like | have to lend it to them
because it's not really my car, and | know Jacob, if he lent it to
me, he'd also want me to lend it to the other cousin. I'd make
sure that they are careful with it, but I'd probably feel like |
needed to use it for the good of the whole family because it's
not just my car. It's the family's car that Jacob is letting us use.
So I'd probably be more generous with it. | had him think about
all these ways that our relationship to an object changes. When
we think of it, not as our possession, but as our stewardship.
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We are more careful. We take better care of it. We're more
generous with it. Maybe most importantly, we think of
ourselves differently. Instead of thinking, I'm this awesome guy
and | have this awesome car and this awesome car makes me
better than that guy over there who has a stupid car.

We can't think of ourselves that way, right? Because I'm not the
owner of that car. I'm taking care of it. It levels us and it
encourages us not to identify with our possessions in a way that
would make us prideful or that would make us feel like we're
better than somebody else because we have more than them.
In this way | see consecration as not only an economic order,
but maybe even primarily a spiritual order. It's a way to live
together in love and mutuality and equality and the way that we
relate to our possessions and use them for the good of the
community is important, but that's only one part of it. What
really matters is how | understand myself in relationship to my
brothers and sisters, to my Lord. Maybe that's why Lehi says to
Jacob and second Nephi too, that we can consecrate our
afflictions as well.

We don't just consecrate property, but we consecrate our
afflictions. | imagined what if | walked into Newel Whitney's
store and | said, Brother Whitney, I'm here to consecrate. | want
to give you all my heartaches, all my afflictions. I'm here to
consecrate this. Well, he might look at me like I'm a little
strange and wonder what I'm doing, but | think if he gave it
another moment of thought, he might understand what I'm
getting at, that we can consecrate our afflictions when we lay
them down. We no longer identify with them as something that
defines me or something that sets me apart. But instead, | take
up those same afflictions, those same problems and challenges,
but now as a steward, | think about how is it that these
afflictions and these challenges, these struggles that I'm going
through, is it possible that they could bless my community?

Is there any way that | could use these and hold these as a
stewardship and a gift that can build Zion? There is maybe from
those struggles, | can learn empathy, | can learn mercy. | can
learn understanding and love that | can then offer to my
brothers and sisters and can use to build up Zion in my ward.
There really may be ways that we can consecrate our afflictions
just as | would consecrate my property and it's all because
ultimately consecration is a spiritual practice. It's a spiritual
covenant and it changes who | am, how | relate to other people.

| was sitting here trying to think of a synonym for a steward.
You said it, a caretaker. | like that a lot that I'm taking care of it.
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| don't own it anymore. | love what you talked about identifying
with your possessions. The Lord's moving us closer to what did
Alma say to Corianton behold, you cannot carry them with you.
They're not really yours. The earth is the Lord's, the fullness
thereof. There will come a time when if we're defined by our
possessions, we'll lose them all. | remember somebody saying,
the only things you can really take with you are your character,
your intelligence, and your relationships. | would include, of
course, testimony in there. Why do we work so hard for things
we can't take with us sometimes at the expense of those we
can, which is a great question.

Yes, where your treasure is there will your heart be also. Where
we identify, that's where we're going to put our energy, and if
we identify as owners and possessors of property, that's where
we're going to put our energy. Those things can't come with us.
Instead, if we identify as a caretaker and a steward for Zion,
that builds relationships, that builds character, that builds a
relationship with God above all, that will come with me and can
come with me.

Rosalynde, as you and | were discussing getting ready for the
podcast for your episode, we talked about helping those who
are hurting. We have listeners all over the world who we adore
and John we think about it all the time. How can we share
something? What can we share? What can we do to alleviate
someone's pain? What you just shared about being a steward
over your own trials and saying, how can these benefit my
community? You both have read Viktor Frankl, a Man's Search
for Meaning. There he is in the concentration camp suffering |
think as much as any human being could suffer having been
taken from his family and the way they're treated. Then he said
that | had to find meaning in my suffering. | had to find purpose
in my suffering, and he wrote this. He said, suffering ceases to
be suffering. At the moment, it finds meaning. So many, we
suffer, it's not necessarily the suffering that's so painful is the
idea of is this needless? Is this doing anything for me?
Rosalynde, what you just taught is it would be odd to go to the
bishop storehouse and say, here's all my suffering, but when
someone testifies in a fast and testimony meeting, you know
they've suffered. It's almost that consecration, isn't it? That
they're handing over the lessons from that suffering, the
testimony and the faith from that suffering to all of us.

Yeah, I've been on both sides of that. When I've been the one
who's suffering it has made all the difference to think
something beautiful can come from this. | can serve somebody,
| can touch somebody, | can help somebody. Something useful

D&C 71-75 Part 1 followHIM Podcast Page 25


https://www.amazon.com/s?k=man%27s+search+for+meaning+viktor&hvadid=695224266381&hvdev=c&hvexpln=67&hvlocphy=9194181&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=6751275426048870934--&hvqmt=b&hvrand=6751275426048870934&hvtargid=kwd-340022043777&hydadcr=15552_13558506&mcid=6241b40d647533cc935689ba6c21729a&tag=googhydr-20&ref=pd_sl_1qj30rkhh6_b_p67

01:12:21

01:13:27

01:14:25

and beautiful can come from this experience that feels like
ashes. Tastes like ashes in my mouth and on the other side,
when somebody comes to me with the openness and
vulnerability and willingness to share what they're going
through, it makes me feel so supported. It makes me feel
trusted. | know that when the next problem comes around the
bend in my own life, they're a safe person that | can go to. |
know they'll receive me and they'll receive my sufferings. |
appreciate it and | treasure it. | receive it the way that we've
been talking about. | receive it when somebody comes to me,
shares with me their afflictions.

It's so empowering because it shows us that everybody has
something to consecrate in Section 72 as the saints are learning
bit by bit about what consecration will look like and how it'll
work. The Lord really emphasizes here that consecration is
about generosity, it's about responsibility, and it's about mutual
flourishing of all of us. I'd love to look at a few verses here and
maybe verses 10, 11 and 12 in section 72, so this is the bishop's
duty to keep the Lord's storehouse to receive the funds of the
church in this part of the vineyard, to take an account of the
elders as before has been commanded and to administer to
their wants. Who shall pay for that which they receive? There's
that word again. Receive receiving as a part of consecration
inasmuch as they have wherewith to pay, that this also may be
consecrated to the good of the church, to the poor and the
needy.

The Lord is explaining to them here, everybody can give.
Everybody has something to give. Everybody has something to
receive. | used to serve in my ward as the compassionate
service leader. That dates me because I'm not sure that's even a
calling that exists anymore in the Relief Society, but back in the
day, the compassionate service leader was the person who kind
of coordinated all of the service that the Relief Society would
give. Made sure that people were getting meals when they
needed them and kind of coordinated the signups. In some
ways it could be seen as a purely administrative calling. A lot of
making logistical arrangements and making sure that things
happened at the right time and in the right way. But | had a
friend, Sister Orgill, Marcia Orgill, who taught me something
that | will never forget after | had done a couple of these emails
where | sent out a signup sheet saying, please sign up for meals
or please sign up for babysitting or please come to this service
project.

She very kindly took me aside. She said, | have a suggestion for
you. | wonder what would happen if you acknowledged on
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every email or communication that you send out that
everybody can serve in some way because we have sisters who
aren't going to be able to give a meal. We have sisters who
aren't going to be able to babysit somebody's kids. They can't
come to the service project. Whether they have limited means
or limited energy or health problems. They might not be able to
serve in those typical ways and | wonder if they'll feel left out,
that they can't serve, right? feel like they're not needed. Not
really a part of the Relief Society. What if you included on every
plea for service, something like we acknowledge and remember
that a prayer, a smile and a kind word are precious acts of
service that strengthen us as a community and as a Relief
Society.

That moved me so much and | really for the first time thought
about how would it feel if | were a part of the Relief Society and
yet | couldn't participate in any of these service projects and |
felt like | had nothing to give. From that time forward, | always
tried to acknowledge that we all have something that we can
consecrate. Maybe it's you're a prayer warrior. You can send up
the most powerful prayers for the sisters in our Relief Society
who need it. Maybe you can give a smile. Maybe you can write
a note. These are all valued, necessary, and crucial forms of
consecration and no less important than the kind of acts of
physical service that some of us can give. If you are a person
who is able to give of your means, who's able to give of your
time and your physical energy, then by all means we need that
as well, but everybody has something that they can consecrate.

| love that you are equating this with the Bishop storehouse
because | believe that the Bishop storehouse is not limited to
cans of Deseret brand peaches, but it's all the talents of the
whole ward family, things that they can do. You just talked
about there's people who might have a gift of listening or a gift
of writing a thank you card who might not be able to move the
barbells out of your basement, but they might be so good at
some of those other things. | love to think of the Bishop
storehouses all the time and talents of everybody in the ward
that can be used.

It's not just a place, it's the aggregation of all the gifts and
experiences that all of the members of our ward have had that
can bless others. Exactly. Just like there are many ways to give,
there are also many forms of poverty, many forms of need. Of
course, material poverty is a pressing one. | think we have a
special obligation in Zion to attend to the poor and needy.
There are other kinds of poverty. There's a kind of social
poverty, somebody who doesn't have many friends or many
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connections or many resources in this world that we live in now
that's increasingly disconnected and and digitized. More and
more people are experiencing forms of social poverty where
what they really need is a friend. The Book of Mormon talks
about educational poverty, educational inequality. This was
something that my friend Daniel Becerra pointed out to me.

| had never noticed in Third Nephi chapter six, but as the
Nephites are on their final descent towards the calamities that
will, that will strike them, and it says that people began to be
distinguished by their ranks according to their chances for
learning. Some were ignorant because of their poverty. Others
did receive great learning because of their riches. There's
educational poverty. There are many different kinds of poverty.
There are many different kinds of resources that can be
consecrated to meet those needs. Maybe a wise relief society
president knows of a sister who has just experienced a
miscarriage. A miscarriage is a very difficult kind of loss because
it's not visible. Sometimes it's so personal, but maybe she
knows of another sister in the ward who recently experienced
the same kind of loss. Maybe she can wisely put that form of
spiritual poverty and that form of spiritual consecration
together. The sister with the experience can minister and meet
the needs of the sister who's hurting. Just as you say, John the
bishop storehouse that our relief society presidents also
valiantly draw from is much bigger than a place, than a grocery
store, than tithing fast offering funds. It incorporates everything
that we have to give, including the hardest things.

Coming up in part two of this episode.

| have a good sense for how much a book can tell me whether it
will be worth it to go back to it. | have those books that | want
to go back to again because | know there's going to be
something more there, and then there are those that you read
once and it's great. You move on from there. The Book of
Mormon is a book that has never failed me more than any other
text that | have ever encountered or spent time in. The Book of
Mormon gives back.
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No Weapon That Is
Formed against You
Shall Prosper

PART 2

Welcome to part two with Dr. Rosalynde Welch Doctrine and
Covenants 71 to 75. | love that verse in third, Nephi six 12 that
you mentioned. It's touched me personally because | have
former mission companions from the Philippines who have
benefited from the Perpetual Education Fund. Some of them
were going back to low income, low housing, low education.
Because of thank you, President Hinckley and the Perpetual
Education Fund, some of them were able to go back to school.
Now they are paying tithing and helping the poorin a
completely different way than they could before because
maybe the presiding Bishop storehouse drew from the
Perpetual Education Fund. I've always loved that verse. There
are chances for learning. There's so many that would love to
learn, and we're so blessed that we have chances. Now, what's
the BYU Pathways doing? | think they're trying to make chances
for learning so much more available for everybody in the world.

Love that. We can be a part of that. BYU Pathways has a need
for tutors virtually and over the internet who can connect with
these pathway students and share their own what they have to
consecrate to the storehouse, right? Their own experience, their
own education, or maybe it's face to face. Maybe there's a child
in my ward. We don't need to be asked by the bishop or by the
relief society president to consecrate. It's good to have
somebody there who can sort of sees the needs and can
coordinate, but we can voluntarily on our own, see a need, see
a form of poverty and consecrate, a form of resource that we
have. Maybe that looks like | can tutor this child in the
afternoons, or | can give piano lessons to this child who
otherwise wouldn't have that opportunity. There's so many
ways that we can give and that we can receive.

| wrote a book on happiness once. It sold dozens of copies,
mostly to my family, but one thing | learned in the research is
that money does buy happiness, but it's actually the things we
give. We find much more happiness in giving than buying for
ourselves. We all think, well, this item, whatever it is, will make
me so happy. It turns out it doesn't. One researcher called it the
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helper's high which | thought, well, that's one way to identify
the Holy Ghost with the helper's high that comes when we give
and serve. The Lord is wise here. This is where you're going to
find joy is in the giving. There has to be someone to receive or
else we can't give.

Well, maybe this is a good moment to transition from the warm
and fuzzy aspect of consecration. Like | said, | love the principle
of consecration. It has changed my life in so many ways. It
tastes good to me. There's another side to it that sometimes
can be a little harder to understand and to receive as we've
been talking about. That is accountability. Accountability is an
intrinsic part of consecration. Let's look here at verses three to
five in section 72. One of the important duties of this newly
called Bishop Newel Whitney would be this, it is required of the
Lord at the hand of every steward to render an account of his
stewardship both in time and in eternity. For he who is faithful
and wise in time is accounted worthy to inherit the mansions
prepared for him of my father. Verily | say unto you, the elders
of the church in this part of my vineyard shall render an account
of their stewardship unto the bishop who shall be appointed of
me in this part of my vineyard.

Well, accountability is part and parcel of consecration. Just as
consecration is practiced a little differently now than it was then
those accountability opportunities are also handled a little
differently now than they were then back then. Joseph Smith
Papers project tells me everything | know about Latter-day Saint
History comes from the Joseph Smith Papers project website,
but they tell me that the elders who were called actually sent
letters to Newel Whitney explaining what they had done with
their time. They rendered an account of their stewardship in
that way. These days, we still have opportunities to render an
account of our stewardship. At occasions like our tithing
settlement, like our temple recommend interviews. There are
other settings where we are accountable to the bishop. Those
can be hard sometimes. Sometimes they can feel a little
frightening. They might feel a little intrusive. It can feel
intimidating. Maybe we feel fear of judgment or we feel
ashamed.

Maybe we worry that we'll lose some status in the eyes of the
bishop or the ward if the account that we can render isn't quite
what we'd want it to be. | want to acknowledge that those can
be hard moments. It's helped me to realize that accountability is
at the heart of this principle that I love so much. Consecration.
Understanding accountability as the other side of consecration
helps me to approach those moments with a different

D&C 71-75 Part 2 followHIM Podcast Page 2


https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/

Hank Smith:

John Bytheway:

00:06:01

00:07:31

00:08:15

perspective. | see it now as a moment to acknowledge to the
bishop and to the Lord something that | feel so deeply, which is
that God has given me my life and everything that | have, and |
am taking care of it for him. | love to recognize that tithing
settlement or in a worthiness interview is a moment for me to
acknowledge that before the Lord. When | see it that way, it
really helps me a lot.

It's not the bishop checking up on us, but it's me checking in
with God about my relationship with him, about our shared
project. The Lord invites us to collaborate with him and his work
of bringing to pass the immortality and eternal life of mankind.
He generously invites me to be a part of that, and these
accountability interviews can be places to acknowledge that if
you love consecration, but maybe the accountability side feels a
little strange sometimes, remember that they come together.
Fortunately, in my experience wise bishops make that very easy
to remember wise bishops have always, even in those moments
when | have fallen short and | haven't been able to render the
account that | wish | could, | have been blessed with
compassionate, wonderful bishops who have invited me to do
better, who have accepted the offering that | can give, who
have not judged me, but instead have encouraged me, have
invited me again into collaboration with the Lord and his work. |
wish that for all the saints out there, if there are any of you who
are facing an opportunity for accountability that feels scary. You
don't know if you can face it. | hope that might help. Your
bishop is there not to check up on you, but to help you check in
with the Lord and to help you remember your real relationship
with him.

Yeah. Accountability does work. You're right. It is
uncomfortable. Nobody here among the three of us has ever
avoided an accountability interview. Okay? Maybe one of us has
avoided an accountability. Brother Smith, can you come in and
meet with the elders quorum president talking about your
ministering? Not this week. There's all sorts of reasons why |
can't do it, but John, you know this quote from President
Monson, when performance is measured, performance
improves. When performance is measured and reported, the
rate of improvement accelerates. The Lord has the recipe here.

The spirit of those interviews, | try to remember. Moroni
chapter six, we speak one with another concerning the welfare
of our souls. How are you doing on this? This is how we're doing
on this. We're going to keep trying together. It's not you versus
me, it's all of us versus Satan. We're just doing the best we can.
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Yeah. Well, you know, there recently was a change in our
ministering practices, which you probably are aware of. It used
to be that we would report the number of ministering visits that
were accomplished in the ward in an elders quorum orin a
relief society, but that's not what we report anymore. Now
what we report are the number of interviews, the number of
accountability interviews that were conducted by the Elders
Quorum president or the Relief Society president. That might
seem like a small thing, but | actually think it's a very, very
consequential change because it helps us understand that
accountability really isn't just about those numbers.
Accountability is about relationships. It's in those accountability
interviews that we have the opportunity to build relationships
between a relief society president or an elders quorum
president and the members of their quorum. It's because that's
how Zion is built. Zion is built ward by ward. We have a global
project, but it's built locally. The person who taught me that is
our shared friend, Melissa Inouye, who understood this better
than any other person. Keeping in mind the global horizon of
Zion is essential, but if we focus on the global and ignore the
local, we will never get there. We build Zion by digging in where
we are.

That's beautiful.

Maybe there's just one more point that I'll touch on here in
section 72. That's here at the very end, verse 24, the very end of
section 72. In addition to the laws of the kingdom respecting
the members of the church, they that are appointed by the Holy
Spirit to go up unto Zion and they who are privileged to go up
unto Zion, let them carry up unto the bishop a certificate from
three elders of the church or a certificate from the bishop.
Otherwise, he who shall go up into the land of Zion shall not be
accounted as a wise steward. This is also an example. Amen.
This is addressing the reality that the Lord needed to carefully
regulate the flow of saints to Zion. He needed to make sure that
not too many were going at the same time and that those who
went were onboard with the law of consecration.

The risk at this point in time was too many people going up too
soon. As | read that, | wonder now whether in 2025 we might
have the opposite problem. | wonder now whether our problem
is too few people choosing to live in Zion. We've covenanted to
live the law of consecration. There is nothing holding us back
from realizing a Zion community in our wards now, and |
wonder whether we realize that. | wonder whether we take that
seriously. I've made the point a couple of times that
consecration is much more than just our material means, but |
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want to underscore that what we choose to do with our
material means does really matter. | don't want to make it seem
like that doesn't matter to the Lord. It does matter living in
equality, taking care of the poor and needy is an essential part
of Zion.

President Kimball understood that. If it's okay, I'd love to read
something that President Kimball said in his talk, becoming the
pure in heart, which he gave in 1978. This is what he said. For
many years we have been taught that one important end result
of our labor's hopes and aspirations in this work is the building
of a latter-day Zion, a Zion characterized by love, harmony, and
peace, a Zion in which the Lord's children are as one, and then
here he quotes from Mormon chapter eight. You may
remember this is a very fiery chapter in which Moroni has
words for us living in the latter-days. He says, for behold, ye do
love money and your substance and your fine apparel and the
adorning of your churches more than ye love the poor and the
needy, the sick and the afflicted. President Kimball goes on.

This state of affairs stands in marked contrast to the Zion the
Lord seeks to establish through his covenant people, Zion can
be built up only among those who are the pure in heart, not a
people torn by covetousness or greed, but a pure and selfless
people, not a people who are pure in appearance with their
wonderful fine clothing. Rather a people who are pure in heart.
The length of time required to accomplish all things pertaining
to Zion is strictly up to us and how we live for creating Zion
commences in the heart of each person that it would take some
time to learn our lessons was seen by the prophets in 1863.
President Kimball continues, Brigham Young stated, if the
people neglect their duty turn away from the Holy
Commandments, which God has given us, seek their own
individual wealth and neglect the interests of the kingdom of
God, we may expect to be here quite a time, perhaps a period
that will be far longer than we anticipate. What President
Kimball and President Young are teaching us here is that how
long it takes to bring to pass Zion to build this beautiful beloved
community is up to us.

For my students, I've tried to make the Abrahamic covenant as
simple as possible, and | think this is about as simple as it can
get, is God says to Israel the family, I'm going to give you very
unique commandments. If you keep those commandments,
you'll have an abundance of blessings. With those blessings, you
are to bless all the families of the earth. | wonder if today,
Rosalynde, we get stuck on, I'm going to keep the
commandments. | get the abundance of blessings, stop, but I'm

D&C 71-75 Part 2 followHIM Podcast Page 5


https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/1978/04/becoming-the-pure-in-heart
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/teachings-brigham-young/chapter-32

Dr. Rosalynde Welch:

Hank Smith:

Dr. Rosalynde Welch:

Hank Smith:

John Bytheway:

Dr. Rosalynde Welch:

00:14:54

00:15:01

00:15:23

00:16:19

00:16:58

00:17:24

not turning that over to bless all the families, the earth, which is
what we're talking about, consecrating.

Consecration follows on the Abrahamic covenant. That's right.
It's a part of that sequence.

Ah, it really is ours. For me, it's easier to build Zion with
everyone else around me is too like, yeah, I'll join in on this
group momentum to build Zion. It's hard to say, I'm going to do
it first. I'm going to go, I'm going to, I'm going to be the lead
leader on this.

Yeah, exactly. Hard to not keep up with the Joneses. We have
this tendency to feel like my external life, the way that | live my
house, my clothing, my cars, they should reflect the kind of solid
established person that | am. There's something in our brains
that makes that equation that can be hard not to get caught up
in that race, but it really just takes a truly pure consecrator to
show us that it can be done and | have those in my life. | think of
my brother-in-law who's a bishop, it's worth mentioning
bishops not only receive accounts of consecration, but bishops
are consecrators themselves. Bishops are often some of the
most consecrated people that | know. My brother-in-law, Dave
Sloan being chief among them, he and my sister Naomi, have
shown me what consecration looks like. | will be forever grateful
to them for their example.

My thoughts went right to section 121, verse 34, many are
called, but few are chosen. Why are they not chosen or why do
we not go to Zion or why do we not consecrate? Because their
hearts are set so much upon the things of this world and aspire
to the honors of men that they don't learn one lesson. That is
the power of heaven. That is me. Their hearts are set so much
on the things of this world and aspire to the honors of men.
They want to be rich and famous. John is rich and famous and it
hasn't done much for him, so | don't know why | am.

Speaking of possessions, | just spent over a thousand bucks on
our 2004 Toyota Sequoia that the air conditioner blew up and
broke the fan and | said to Andrew, well, whatever you obtain,
you have to maintain. You may think you want more stuff, but
then you have to take care of it.

That is wise.
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My mother-in-law would say, the more you own, the more
owns you. Rosalynde, this has been fantastic. Also a little bit of
a gut check.

Good, that's what | intended.

| really love the first part. The Lord's kingdom is not fragile.
Defend your beliefs. Now you're going, and by the way,
consecrate yourself to Zion and |, okay, | can do better.

Look at the pattern in the Book of Mormon. Build your
foundation on Christ. Then they start to prosper, sometimes
material and they get stuff and then they change locations. Now
let's relocate and build our foundation on our stuff somewhere
else.

Every time.

Their hearts are set, like you just said, 121 on the riches of the
world. Then the Lord has to send trials to start that cycle again
of humility.

Next up in our chapter block is section 73. | think today we
might move past this one pretty quickly, although it's short. It is
rich though and | encourage you to chew on it deeply and see
what you can pull out of it because there's a lot to be had there,
but here in this section, the Lord is instructing Joseph and
Sidney that you've done the work | asked you to do. You've
fulfilled your mission for a season of preaching the gospel and
expounding the mysteries out of the scriptures. Now it is time
to return to the translation again. It is expedient to translate
again and you can continue preaching. He says as much as you
can in the areas roundabout, but right now the priority is
translation. With that, Joseph and Sidney turn back to the Bible
Translation Project. Our next section, section 74, is related to
that Bible translation project, but maybe not as directly as we
might think.

Although this section, section 74 fits right in here, right in the
early months of 1832. In reality, it was received earlier than that
probably in 1830. This has only recently been discovered by
researchers at the Joseph Smith Papers project through some
deep textual research it may have that Section 74 is a comment
and an explanation on a Bible verse. 1 Corinthians chapter
seven verse 14, and it's possible that Joseph might've
encountered this verse as part of his Bible revision project, but
this verse in particular was not changed in the Joseph Smith
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translation. It's possible that as we were talking about earlier,
deep reading in the biblical text spurred a question in Joseph's
mind. In this case, it's a question about baptism and how that
should be carried out that in response to that question, the Lord
gave him section 74, which is this explanation of the Bible verse.

It's a little bit of a tricky section. I'll be honest. It's a little bit
hard and it took me some time of studying it to really feel like |
understood what it was getting at, but in the original base text,
first Corinthians chapter seven, verse 14, Paul is giving advice to
early Christians who were married to non Jesus believers, so a
Jesus believer married to a non Jesus believer. He tells them
that in these spiritually mixed marriages, they shouldn't divorce,
but they should stay married if possible. He says it's possible to
have a good marriage with somebody who doesn't believe as
you do because the influence of the believing spouse will have a
sanctifying effect on the non-believing spouse and the children
born to that union can also be sanctified and blessed by the
belief of their parent. That's what we see in verse one of section
74.

It's just a quotation of that verse from one Corinthians. For the
unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife and the
unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband else were your
children unclean, but now they are holy. So that's what Paul
wrote, but over the history of Christianity, this verse became a
kind of doctrinal football that various Christian denominations
used to debate the practice of infant baptism. Whether or not
you should baptize an infant was an intense controversy in early
America. We, it was also an intense controversy apparently in
Book of Mormon times, because you'll remember in Moroni
chapter eight, where Mormon in very fiery language instructs us
that is not appropriate to baptize infants. In the American
setting, Puritans generally did baptize infants as a part of their
covenant theology. They saw baptism as replacing circumcision
as a mark of belonging to the covenant people.

They thought that Christian infants should be baptized just as
Jewish baby boys were circumcised. Then there were the
Baptists. The Baptists strongly rejected infant baptism. For
them, they felt that baptism should be an act of belief. Only a
person who was capable of believing and professing their faith
should be baptized. You had these two different views on infant
baptism. The Book of Mormon and the Latter-day Saints were a
bit closer to the Baptist position. We don't believe in baptizing
infants, but section 74 goes a different direction. Section 74
basically suggests that it's not appropriate for this verse in First
Corinthians to be used to justify infant baptism in modern
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debates, and it makes it very plain that children are holy. They
are holy and sanctified through the atonement of Christ that the
practice of infant baptism might inadvertently send a message
that infants are not inherently saved in Christ.

There are some interesting things that we can glean from this
section. The main idea that | take from it is that our religious
practices can teach us something. Our ordinances are also
teachers. This was the fear here that if you baptize infants,
you're inadvertently teaching something you don't intend to.
You're inadvertently teaching that there's something wrong
with infants. If they die before they're baptized, they will not be
saved. What's so wrong with that teaching is that it minimizes
the powerful effect of Christ's atonement. It causes incredible
grief and sadness to parents who might lose an infant before
they've been able to be baptized. It's worth noting that the
truths revealed in Section 74 have been the source of an
immense amount of collective relief and joy in the knowledge
that infants who die, children who die young are saved in Christ.
Joseph and Emma lost their first little baby.

Then they lost their twins. This teaching must have brought
tremendous relief to Emma as she tried to countenance the
grief of those losses. My own parents have lost two little boys,
Jacob and Isaac, and | know that the teachings in this section
have brought them incredible joy, that those little boys are
saved in Christ. They're holy and pure by the power of the
atonement and that nothing will be lost in the resurrection.
They will be my parents to raise to love and to have and to hold
forever, but I'd love just to read this final verse, verse seven. In
section 74, little children are holy being sanctified through the
atonement of Jesus Christ, and this is what the scriptures mean.
I love children. I love to work with children. | work in the
primary right now. | loved being a mother to babies. I love other
people's children.

Children for me are the clearest window into God's love and
into the kingdom of God himself. If you remember President
Holland spoke just this past conference on children. He talked
about the virtues of life's junior varsity. Do you remember that
phrase? He always has the best phrases. Lifes Junior varsity. He
told the story of this young boy, Easton, who was a young
deacon who suffered from muscular dystrophy and who with
tremendous courage passed the sacrament to his father, the
bishop. In that happening, Elder Holland saw the kingdom of
God realized. He said, the most beautiful images on earth are
babies and children. They show faith, loyalty, purity, trust, love
for the Father. He so wishes to please. This is what Elder
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Holland saw in little Easton, and this is what children can show
us and what they can teach us about the kingdom of God. In a
way, a child is a little bit like Zion. It's meaningful that in Mosiah
three, we talked earlier about the natural man being an enemy
to God. Fortunately for us, our Savior loves his enemies, but
King Benjamin goes on to say the natural man is an enemy to
God, unless he becometh as a child, humble, submissive, and
full of love. Yet as the child to the Father, we might ask
ourselves why it is that children are for us a model of redeemed
discipleship. What is it about children that teaches us something
about discipleship that nothing else can?

Hank Smith: 00:27:43 That comparison is frequent the Lord in the community
discourse. Matthew 18. That's how it begins. Become as little
children, like you said, King Benjamin become as little children.
There's a difference obviously between being childish and
childlike. I've watched my children be incredibly forgiving of
their parents, especially the little ones. That's okay, dad, when
you think, oh, dad. Dad messed up today. Sorry. That's okay.
Dad, incredibly quick to forgive. It's genuine. They're ready to
move on.

Dr. Rosalynde Welch: 00:28:26 Yes. Their hearts are so open. They live in the present. They
don't dwell in the past. They don't fixate on the future. They live
in the present. They live in the moment. Yeah. What about you,
John? | know you have grandkids. What is it about them?

John Bytheway: 00:28:42 Just the other night, as soon as one got interested in a toy, the
other one came and took it. Then he became uninterested in it
and this little sister came over and then suddenly he was
interested again. The word that always comes to my mind is
innocence. They're so innocent and pure. Maybe that's only
possible through the atonement of Christ that we can be
pronounced clean and innocent and sanctified.

Dr. Rosalynde Welch: 00:29:09 It's a really good point that children aren't perfect. They aren't
without flaw or without fault. They, like all of us, are born with a
human nature that is susceptible to influence from our fallen
world. The reason why children are holy, the reason why
children are sanctified is because they are covered by the
atonement of Christ. Christ's own sacrifice is efficacious to
protect and to hold children within its umbrella of safety.
Nevertheless, there is something about children that we have to
emulate. This is what Christ taught Nicodemus. We have to
become a child and be born again. That is the only way to enter
into the kingdom of God. We have to somehow cultivate in our
own selves the mind of a child. As you said, John, their
openness, their trustfulness, their innocence, their receptivity.
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Have you noticed that children are really good at receiving in
the way that we've been talking about this kind of full open-
hearted receiving? That's about acceptance and forgiveness as
well.

I've noticed also how quickly children will seek for comfort
because | want to do the comforting, but how often do | go to
the Lord for comfort and yet my children, they want, | want to
be comforted.

Yes. That's exactly it. Hank, they are not ashamed of their own
weakness. They are not ashamed of the fact that they need
comfort. They need sustenance from their appearance. They
don't see their interdependence as a kind of limitation or fault
or shortcoming like we as adults do. We want to believe that
we're self-sufficient, that we have it all figured out and that we
can do it on our own. | think you've put your finger on it. It's
precisely children's weakness or what the apostle Paul might
call their foolishness. They understand that they don't
understand it all. They accept their weakness. They know that
they need comfort and help, of such are the kingdom of heaven.
If you need a reminder of what it looks like to live in the
kingdom of God, go to a nursery, watch those babies
squabbling, forgiving, making up, turning for comfort and for
sustenance and for love to their loving leaders. That's what it
looks like to become as a little child and to enter into the
kingdom of God.

| probably offend nursery leaders when | say this, but | joke with
my class when people say, | don't believe in organized religion. |
say, well, go to the nursery. It's not that organized, but.

All these, the herding cats.
Yeah, yeah, yeah.
| love it.

One last point that's worth making here in section 74 is
returning to the original verse, verse one. Let's read that one
more time. There's a point here 1'd like to underscore for the
unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife and the
unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband else were your
children unclean, but now they are holy. | read this to
understand that our family relationships can sanctify us and can
sanctify each other. Paul is using the word sanctify here in a
special. Obviously, he's not saying that the believing wife can
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save her husband in the way that Christ saves and sanctifies us,
but | think what he's getting at is that the belief of one spouse
can exercise a purifying and edifying influence on the members
of her family. This is a really encouraging, powerful principle for
those of us who live with families, spouses, children who don't
share our beliefs.

Maybe they never have. Maybe they did at one time, but they
don't anymore. For those of us who live in mixed faith
situations, Paul is telling us this can be a beautiful thing. You can
have a beautiful relationship with each other. Your faith, the
strength of your faith can bless and can lift and can help your
family members who may not share your faith. | think our faith
does that, and | think our love does that. My sister Gabrielle is a
family therapist. | was talking to her about these verses. She
says that she has observed that loving unconditionally in the
way that God loves us is itself a sanctifying experience. Children
make it easy to love unconditionally. Our children whom we
raise from infants, our love for them is so strong. We would do
anything for them. It's a bond that can't be broken.

When we experience love of that kind, that sanctifies us, then
we can exercise that purifying, uplifting influence on those
family members around us who might need us. That brings me
hope and encouragement as | continue to make my way. Most
of us these days have a family member or a dear friend, a loved
one who no longer walks in faith with us, but the relationship is
precious to us. We cherish it and treasure it. It encourages me
to know that my faith and my love will be of use to them, will
help them, can sanctify them in some way.

That's beautiful. | recently was in Nauvoo with a friend Sue Frost
from down under, she's from Australia. She walked out of the
Sarah Granger Kimball home in tears because my friend Sue is a
relief society president in Australia whose husband is not a
member. | don't think she knew that The Relief Society was
started by a woman, Sarah Granger Kimball, whose husband
was not a member, yet a great man. | don't think we're talking
about living with someone who's abusive and that you can be a
good influence on them. That's not what we're talking about,
but a a non-believing good man or a non-believing good
woman, great things happen in those homes.

Yes, and we can learn from them too. Any relationship needs to
be a relationship of mutuality. If you go into it thinking, oh, I'm
always, as we've been talking about with consecration, I'm
always the giver. They're always the receiver of my sanctifying
influence. That's not likely to build that trust and that
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acceptance. We have to realize they have gifts they can give us
as well. | can learn from them. Yes, I'm going to hold onto my
faith. I'm going to hold onto my love and my relationship with
the Savior, but | can also learn from my unbelieving spouse. It's
that mutuality, that mutual respect, that love and that patience.
That is what purifies us and lifts us together.

| suppose the opposite of that is you're not welcome in this
home or something horrible like that, but there's always the,
you'll figure this out.

How many times have | quoted Stephen Robinson on this show?
It's not about who has your membership record. It's about who
has your heart.

That's beautiful.

Rosalynde, this has been phenomenal. I'm sad to say we only
have one section left, but we are ready. What do you want to
do with section 75?

Section 75 is going to take us out here on a wonderful high
note. We're now almost to the end of January of 1832. We've
covered about two months over the span of these sections.
Once again, we're at a quarterly priesthood conference. This is a
priesthood conference with a lot of quorum business. Have you
guys ever been in a sacrament meeting where the ward
business seems to go on and on and you're like, are we ever
going to get to the sacrament? We were told considerable
business was done to advance the kingdom. Among other
things, there were elders who were given their priesthood
licenses. This is a practice we don't carry on anymore, but in the
early days of the church, when you were ordained to an office
of the priesthood, you were licensed and you received a
physical license. Elders were licensed. Orson Pratt was
appointed president of the elders.

Joseph was ordained president of the high priesthood. Among
these really important happenings and advancements in the
saints understanding of priesthood, there was also elders who
had requested revelation for guidance in their duties. This
wasn't uncommon. As we've seen many times, saints will come
to Joseph and say, | request a revelation. | want to know what it
is that the Lord wants of me. Joseph, | wonder if he ever got
tired of doing that. | don't know, but Joseph very patiently
turned to the Lord, asked for the Lord's will. In response, the
Lord spoke through Joseph. Section 75 here contains two such
revelations. We receive section 75 in two parts, first verses one
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through 22 seems that this addresses elders who had previously
said, | want to go preach the gospel. They had previously
submitted their names and said, I'm ready and willing to go
preach here in these first 22 verses.

Those elders are assigned, companionships are assigned certain
areas of service. They're instructed on their missionary work.
Then in the second, verses 23 to 30, that second section, these
might have been other elders who hadn't specifically
volunteered as elders or as missionaries, as preachers, but they
are also now called to labor given instructions on the different
ways that they can serve in the kingdom. It's a wonderful
section, joins many other sections full of great advice about
missionary work, about preaching the gospel effectively about
how to image Christ when we testify of him out in the world
and it's so rich. We'll only be able to touch on a couple of
sections. One thing that really jumps out to me from this section
is the necessity of hard work. Working hard, getting up every
morning and getting after it again. Maybe we could just read
two verses that touch on that. There are two verses from the
beginning and the end of the revelation. Let's read verses three
and verse 29. | wonder, Hank, would you read verse three and
then John, would you read verse 29?7

Absolutely.

Section 75 verse three. Behold | say unto you that it is my will
that you should go forth and not tarry, neither be idle, but labor
with your might.

Let every man be diligent in all things and the idler shall not
have place in the church except he repent and mend his ways.

Yeah, be not weary in well doing. This is what he told us in
section 64. This is a great work. The work is urgent. The time is
now. Zion needs to be built and to rise in her glory. Let's get
after it. You are called at this moment to give all that you have,
whether we are in 1832 or whether we are in 2025. That
imperative to work hard is always with us. In fact, it's been with
us from Adam and Eve even before the fall in the garden. Adam
and Eve were already given the work of dressing and keeping
the Garden of Eden. Work has been part of the human
condition from the very beginning, work by the sweat of our
brow. | think that's because work helps us to develop our divine
nature in some way. That's what | have to conclude is that the
Lord requires us to work, gives us opportunities to work, invites
us to work with him because he knows that in doing that, it will
help to bring to pass his great purpose, which is the
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development of our divine nature, of the eternal life and
immortality of his children.

But the question is why sometimes we can be tempted to
answer that question wrongly. We might tell ourselves, | have
to get up today. | have to work as hard as | can. Whether you're
a missionary or whether you're a mom or whether you're a
bishop or whether you are coming back to the church for the
first time after years away, you wake up in the morning, you
say, | have got to work for all that | am worth so that the Lord
will accept my offering so that the Lord will love me and will be
pleased with my offering.

That can be a trap when we start to tell ourselves that we work
in order to deserve the Lord's love in order to earn his favor or
in order to save ourself that we work, in order to work out our
own salvation. There's something deep in our minds that wants
to tell us that story that if | work harder, the Lord will love me
more. And it is true that the Lord invites us with urgency to
work hard, but | don't think it's so that he will love us more. We
know from King Benjamin that we are always unprofitable
servants. We can get up. We can work ourselves to the bone.
We can work frantically and frantically without stopping to try
to earn back the debt that we are into the Savior. But that'll
never happen. That'll never happen. That's not the purpose of
work.

Your good friend Adam Miller, taught us that love is a law, not a
reward. We wanted to put it on T-shirts. That is that God invites
us to take part in his work of love, not so that we can be loved
or rewarded by him, but that the work is the reward itself being
involved.

Yeah. How about you John? What comes up for you?

My mission president Menlo F. Smith used to say, he's 96 years
old, lives in St. Louis.

We talk about him a lot.
| wonder if he'd mind if | impersonated him. Elder Bytheway,
the Lord gets his work done through his people and he gets his

people done through the work.

That's exactly right.
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| like that concept and we talked about this before we got the
children of Israel out of Egypt. Now we've got to get the Egypt
out of the children of Israel in the same way the work changes
us. It blesses us. The Lord gets the work done through his
people. Thanks President Smith.

John. I know Menlo Smith. | was in his ward.
No way.

| was in his ward in St. Louis for 10 years. He was my ministering
brother.

No kidding. I'm so glad | brought it up. So did, did | sound like
him kind of?

You sounded uncannily like him. That was amazing. Yes. Brother
Menlo. We've been talking about consecration. He is an
example of truly a consecrated heart. One who gives all that he
has and is for our listeners. He's a delightful person who was a
businessman in candy. He was literally Willy Wonka. He made
his living selling candy. Every time he came to visit us, he'd bring
us the newest form of Sweet Tarts. You know how they're
always coming up with chewy sweet tarts and nerds clusters,
whatever the newest form of Sweet Tarts was he brought it
with us. So we loved it when our ministering brother came to
visit, but he taught us so much about what a life of consecration
looks like. He is closing in on a hundred right now and he is still
going strong. He gets up every morning. He works hard. He
understands what you both got at it because in working with
the Lord in doing his work of love, in joining with him, two
things happen.

One is that we ourselves are changed. It is through the work
that the Lord can sanctify us and can change us. And the second
reason is that it is through this work that we come to know the
Lord by doing his work. | come to know who he is by doing his
work of love. | come to understand how he loves, the shape of
his love, the quality of his love. By doing his work of love. | come
to be able to love in the way that God loves. That's why we
work. We do the work of our Master, not to save ourselves, not
to prove anything to anybody else, but to come to know our
Savior and to become like him. That's powerful for me. That
helps me understand a little more something that we read in
verses nine through 11. Let's take a look at those verses here in
section 75.
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00:47:16 Here he is giving instructions to all of the missionaries, but in
particular he's talking to William McClellan and Luke Johnson,
who he's just paired up as a missionary companionship and
commanded them to go out and teach. This is what he says to
them in verse 10. Call on the name of the Lord for the comforter
which shall teach them all things that are expedient for them.
Praying always that they faint not, and inasmuch as they do this,
| will be with them even unto the end. Here he instructs them to
pray always. Prayer is a part of our labor. Prayer is a kind of
work and it's a part of the work that we are called to do in this
section because Latter-day Saints, we really get the be not idle.
We have internalized that as written on the fleshy tables of our
hearts.

00:48:16 We know how to get up in the morning, go to the welfare farm,
work hard on the service project, come home, make the meal
for our neighbors, do come, follow me with our family, family
prayer and then pick up the kitchen before we go to bed. We
know how to labor unceasingly, but do we remember that
prayer is a part of that work? Prayer is strenuous and it is
urgent, but it's a different kind of work. It's a work of
contemplation. It's a work of stillness. It's a work of study. It's a
kind of intellectual, spiritual and emotional labor where we're
called to exercise different faculties, to draw forth energies
from different parts of our soul. Our body needs to be stilled for
a moment, but our spirit is hard at work in prayer. | love that
The Lord specifies, pray unceasingly, pray always. This is a part
of your work. | know the missionaries who are listening out
there. You do this work, you do pray, unceasingly. You pray in
the morning. You pray before every appointment. You pray
before you go out. You pray before you come in.

John Bytheway: 00:49:35 Pray while you're walking.

Dr. Rosalynde Welch: 00:49:37 You pray while you're walking. You are showing us what it
means to pray unceasingly and what it means to make prayer a
part of our labor and a part of our work. | love thinking about
the prayers in the house of the Lord, the prayers over the
names on the altars of the temple that are carried out
unceasingly through the day. If you think about temples dotting
the globe, then collectively as a people, we are praying
unceasingly for those who need it, and that's such a central part
of the work that we do in our temples. This essential part of our
spiritual work as well.

Hank Smith: 00:50:16 John has frequently used the analogy of an airplane that is off

track most of the time it's just doing corrections, and prayer can
be a form of alignment.
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That's right. And it eventually lands on the numbers at
Heathrow. How does it do that when it's off course most of the
time.

Keeps getting corrected. A little to the right little too far to the
left, little too far to the right, little too far to the left, but you're
doing those little corrections for me. Prayer can be a you're not
perfectly aligned. Let's come back again. You're not perfectly
aligned. Let's come back.

Don't give up. Knock on that door again and again. It is a work,
but it's a restorative work. It's a renewing work. It's a sanctifying
work.

J. Golden Kimball said he doesn't walk the straight and narrow,
but he crosses it as often as he can. | think that's what he
meant. Back and forth, back and forth.

Let's look at verses 23 to 26 because this points out an
unexpected way that we can be more involved than we might
have thought in the work of the Lord. He says here and again
thus saith the Lord unto you, ye elders of my church who have
given your names that you might know his will concerning you.
Behold | say unto you that it is the duty of the church to assist in
supporting the families of those and also to support the families
of those who are called and must needs be sent unto the world
to proclaim the gospel unto the world. Wherefore, | the Lord
give unto you this commandment that ye obtain places for your
families inasmuch as your brethren are willing to open their
hearts and let all such as can obtain places for their families and
support of the church for them, not fail to go into the world
whether to the east or to the west or to the north or to the
south.

What's the problem here? The problem here is that the
missionaries who are going to go out to proclaim the gospel are
leaving behind families. Somebody needs to take care of the
families. There's a very important work here for the saints in
Kirtland to provide hospitality, lodging, support, and love for the
families of the elders who go out into the world. That need is
still with us. We can support the families of there are mission
presidents who go out, their children and grandchildren are
behind. Maybe their grandma and grandpa aren't there to
support them. Maybe there's another grandma or grandpa who
can step in to help them. You can be their surrogate grandma
and grandpa. There are so many ways that we can support the
families of missionaries. Now with the advent of service
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missionaries, sometimes we may even have the opportunity to
host a service missionary in our own home.

My sister-in-law and brother-in-law had a wonderful experience
a couple of years ago with a young elder. His English name is
Connor Green. Maybe some of our listeners have heard of Elder
Green before. He has a remarkable story. He was born blind and
was raised in an orphanage in China, but was adopted by a
Latter-day Saint family, moved to Utah in his adolescence, then
was converted to the gospel by a sister missionary on Temple
Square who spoke Mandarin. She taught him in his own
language. He became converted, developed a burning
testimony of the Savior and a burning desire to serve the Lord
himself. But he is blind. He has a significant disability. He has so
many abilities. He's an amazing musician and has the incredible
ability to play the piano by ear to hear a song, then be able to
produce it on the piano flawlessly.

He had so many gifts to give and desperately wanted to give
them to the saints. He was called on a service mission. As part
of this, my sister-in-law and brother-in-law, Christina and Jeff
Broberg were blessed to be able to host Elder Green in their
home for the time of his service mission. They gave him a place
to live. They helped him with his needs. They helped him with
some transportation. Elder Green helped in the MTC. He served
as a language teacher in the MTC where he could help those
missionaries learning Mandarin. He had incredibly specialized
skills there. He also served in the temple. He found meaningful
ways that he could serve the Lord with his gifts and abilities,
even despite his disabilities. As a bonus, my sister-in-law and
brother-in-law had the incredible blessing of hosting him in
their home. If you ask them, they'll tell you about the amazing
blessings that rained down on their family.

Their own children developed a love for missionary work. They
had a son who served faithfully on his mission while Elder Green
lived with them. Another son who received his mission call
recently, the spirit of missionary work, came and lived in their
home, blessed them in so many ways. As saints in 2025, we still
have opportunities to open our home to be hosts. Exercise this
hospitality, whether it be for families of missionaries, whether it
be for service missionaries or for anybody in our midst who
needs a place, who needs to be received in a loving home for an
evening or for a season.

Beautiful. What is happening with service missionaries all over
the earth is you can feel it. There's something stewing
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underneath that you know the Lord is planning on. This is going
to bloom and blossom.

| agree.
It's bigger on the inside.

It's bigger on the inside, and as more and more young people
realize the joy of service and our call to these service missions,
then as saints, we will be called on to open our homes. These
service missionaries, often though not always, they live with a
host family. It will be on us to ask ourselves, can we open our
homes to make it possible for this service missionary to serve
his or her mission? Now, hospitality is not a surface thing. It's
not the question of manners and politeness and having a
beautiful home and throwing a dinner party. Hospitality is really
a central moral value in the Old Testament. Do you remember
that story of Abraham? It's in Genesis 18 where three strangers
come to visit him. He's hospitable. He opens his home to them.
They come in and he feeds them. He entertains them. He gives
them a place and takes care of them, and then it turns out,
unbeknownst to him, these three strangers were angels, he had
an encounter with divinity itself because he opened his home.

Again and again in the Old Testament, we see that opening our
hearts to the sojourner, to the refugee, to those who wander.
That's the duty of all of us who are covenant bound to the Lord,
because the covenant people themselves were wanderers. The
Lord's covenant peoples were wanderers through the
wilderness as they made their way to the Promised land as they
came out of Egypt. Now, it's on us as his covenant people to
welcome those who need us, refugees, missionaries, anyone
who needs our love, who needs our hospitality, who needs our
provision and care. The Lord himself is the ultimate host. He is
the one who gave manna and water in the wilderness to the
children of Israel. He is the one who fed them their meals. He is
the one in Psalm 23 who lays a table, spreads a table before us
and entertains him. We know from the scriptures that in the last
day, we'll all come together in a great feast. We'll come
together at the wedding banquet of the Lord together. The
ways that we can serve, open our home, feed and be hospitable
to each other now are four tastes of how it will be when we're
all together in Zion and the Lord himself spreads the table.

Rosalynde, | cannot tell you how much | have learned Section 71
through 75. | know we've said it over and over, but they are
bigger on the inside then they look on the outside.
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John Bytheway: 00:58:53 Yeah, | love that.

Hank Smith: 00:58:57 They're right in the shadow of section 76, so you might not
think, oh, there's not much here. Let's get to it now. I'm
stopping going. Okay, hang on. | don't want to move on so fast
to 76. Now | have a question for you. As you were explaining
something earlier, this thought hit me. | wrote down this
question, John, we invite these guests on, not necessarily
because they're smarter or better than any other member of
the church, but people who have doctorate degrees, PhDs, they
have an expertise. They've spent years on that specific
expertise. Here's the question | have. I'd love for you to
comment on Rosalynde. | wrote this. How is it that the writings
of a 25-year-old farmer in 1831 can be studied and explored in
2025 by a scholar with a PhD in literature, and she finds them
not only inspiring, but inexhaustible? That seems to me to be
miraculous.

Dr. Rosalynde Welch: 01:00:04 It's marvelous, and it is a wonder. | have read a lot. I've read a
lot of books from the 16th century, the 17th century, the 19th
century. | love to read in contemporary fiction. | have read a lot
and | have a pretty good taste for text. | have a pretty good
sense for how they feel under my feet, how they feel in my
hands. You know when you have a new baby, you get used to
how they feel each day. They're a little bit heavier and a little bit
squishy. You get used to how they feel. | feel like | have that
sense for texts. It truly is a wonder to me that these revelations
from the Book of Mormon, which was Joseph Smith's first
revelation to Doctrine & Covenants, which is this wonderful
compendium of revelations over a tremendously fertile,
revelatory period for him to the Pearl of Great Price, which also
captures so much of Joseph's prophetic gifts.

01:01:09 These texts never fail me. They are firm. They are resilient. They
are fertile under my hands and under my eyes. | have a good
sense for how much a book can tell me whether it will be worth
it to go back to it. | have those books that | want to go back to
again, because | know there's going to be something more
there, and then there are those that you read once and it's
great and you move on from there. The Book of Mormon is a
book that has never failed me more than any other text that |
have ever encountered or spent time in. The Book of Mormon
gives back. It can stand up to any question that is asked of it. It
will have an answer, maybe not a contentious answer, but it will
have an answer. It will respond to whatever can be brought to
it.
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Hank Smith:

01:02:04

01:03:05

01:04:14

01:04:58

Whatever problems | bring to it in my own life, it teaches me
and shows me something about myself. It changes me when |
see myself in its light. Whatever questions | bring to it about
God, about Christ, about what it means to be in Christ and with
Christ, and those questions are different at different times in my
life. | come to the book with different wounds. Each time that |
open its covers, each time it ministers to me in the way that |
need. | don't know how it does it. It's partly the quality of
attention that | bring to it, to scriptures. We bring a depth of
reading, a depth of investment that we don't bring to other
kinds of books. It's partly what | can bring to the Book of
Mormon, but it's not only that. It's also what the book itself can
do with the questions that | bring.

For me, that is one of my strong reasons. The Book of Mormon
is one of the pillars of my testimony, precisely as you said, Hank,
the way that it has repaid 20 years and counting of sustained
professional study. The way that I've seen even unbelieving
scholars, when they come to it with an open mind, I'm not
saying they're going to be convinced that it's an ancient record
or that they're going to be converted to the church when they
approach it with an open mind, with real curiosity. They too see
it that this text is living in some way, that it's doing something
that transcends the 19th century horizon in which it was
produced, that it reaches outside of history and it speaks to
readers where they are now. It becomes new in each moment.
When it is read, there is a quality, a divine quality to this text
that repays my reading that is apparent to all who approach it
openly that | think is manifest.

That's how Moroni put it, that the truth of these things will be
manifest unto you by the power of the Holy Ghost. The truth of
the Book of Mormon seems to be more and more manifest in
the world around me, right? It's not just in the book itself that |
see its truths lived out, but | see how its truths are manifest. In
my experience of the world now going on 50 years, that's a
pretty long time to have looked around and experienced God's
creation, experienced his work in the world and all that. | see
the Book of Mormon testifies to that truth manifest in the world
around me.

It makes me want to give you a standing ovation. It wouldn't be
a roaring stand ovation that it deserves from a stadium full of
angels. John, how did we get this? | sat down today going, | bet
we're going to see some good stuff today. And then honestly,
we were 10 minutes in. | was being shone light on all these
texts.
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Hank Smith:

Dr. Rosalynde Welch:

Hank Smith:

01:05:22

01:06:08

01:06:16

01:06:17

01:06:32

01:06:43

01:07:38

We've talked about receiving in a different way. We've talked
about consecrating, our afflictions to the bishop's storehouse.
Basically, our afflictions can be a blessing to others. What we
can minister to them when they're going through something
similar. Talked about being Zion, coming up to Zion in here. It's
all been really, really beautiful. | remember when Alma said, if
you will plant the word in your heart, one of the impacts, it
enlarge your soul. | feel like I'm bigger on the inside now,
because you have enlarged my soul to use that great phrase
today. That's what he meant, enlarged my soul.

Rosalynde, you said right when we started, scriptures are a
place where | can go and meet the Lord. Then you showed us
how.

A text of meeting. meeting.

Yeah. That was a good way to describe what I've experienced
today is | came to a place, section 71 through 75. Rosalynde
showed me how to meet the Lord here. Thank you. We're trying
to gush and say thank you for your time and your effort.

Thank you Hank and John for the opportunity. I'm so grateful
for the work that you do. | know it touches so many. It truly has
been a privilege to chat with you today about these beautiful
verses of scripture.

This has been a privilege, all the way around. I'm sure there's
many out there listening who are thinking the exact same thing.
Come on to YouTube or shoot us a message from our website.
Follow him.co. Let us know where you're listening from. We
would love to share that with Rosalynde. It's fun to know where
you've taught somewhere in the world from Provo to
Madagascar. With that, we want to thank Dr. Rosalynde Welch
for being with us today. We want to thank our executive
producer Shannon Sorensen, our sponsors David and Verla
Sorensen. In every episode, we remember our founder. This is
something he would've loved. | can hear him saying that, that
what we just did right there. That's what it's all about. That's
why we did this. Our founder, Steve Sorensen, we hope you'll
join us next week. Kind of a big section, section 76 coming up on
followHIM.

Thank you for joining us on today's episode. Do you or someone
you know speak Spanish, Portuguese, or French? You can now
watch and listen to our podcast in those languages. Links are in
the description below. Today's show notes and transcript are on
our website. Follow him.co. That's follow him.co. Of course,
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none of this could happen without our incredible production
crew. David Perry, Lisa Spice, Will Stoughton, Krystal Roberts,
Ariel Cuadra, Heather Barlow, Amelia Kabwika, Iride Gonzalez,
and Annabelle Sorensen.
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followHIM Favorites

Welcome to followHIM Favorites. This is where John and | are
sharing a single story to go with each week's lesson. John, we
are in sections 71 through 75 this week. | know there's a lot
about mission calls in Section 75. You've told me you have a
story that fits.

Yeah, | do. Right at the beginning in section 75, verse six,
William McClellan is called to go to the eastern countries. Then
the Lord says in verse eight, no, go to the south countries.

Yeah.

| like how Elder Bednar has clarified that you're called to serve
and then you're assigned to labor and those are different things.

Yeah.

We got really acquainted with that here in the 2020s, didn't we?
| was in my home ward. This returned missionary gets up. With
his first sentence | thought, oh wow, this kid gets it. Elder Cole
Forsyth, he said, | had the privilege of serving during a
worldwide pandemic.

Hmm. The privilege.

Yes. Elder Forsyth's mission began in South Africa. Then the
pandemic hit. He was transferred home where he could do
nothing but wait for four and a half months. Hank, what do you
say in your prayers? Am | done? Do | go out? Am | what.

Oh, can you imagine?

Yeah. Four and a half months of what do | do? He worked as a
security guard and began training as an EMT. Completely unsure
if he would be recalled. Finally, a new call came Farmington,
New Mexico. Okay. Which is a lot like South Africa.
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Yeah.

Which no is a different place where he served on a Native
American reservation. Cole said he was amazed at how helpful
the training he received at home had helped him in his new
area as an EMT. Didn't see that coming. Just as Elder Forsyth
was getting comfortable and feeling capable in New Mexico, he
was told, pack your bags. You're heading back to South Africa.
His experience was topsy-turvy. Didn't make much sense to him.
Wouldn't make much sense to an outsider, but his last line in
this beautiful homecoming talk, my mission was not what |
expected, but it turned out more beautiful than what | had
planned.

Elder Forsyth. That's a great line.

Yeah. Isn't that nice? I'm like, oh my goodness, I've got to write
this down. So | did.

And what an example of, because many young people over the
last five years have had modified missions.

Mm-hmm.

Perhaps they might be thinking, well, wait, | thought | was called
here. Am | really called?

Yes, you're really called. But what does the Lord look at? You
are willing to go. You submitted your name. You said, Bishop,
here's the papers. Call me. Call me on a mission and...

I'll go where you want me to go.

Yeah. Even if it's to South Africa. Then to EMT training, then to
Farmington, and then back to South Africa. Back to South Africa.

Oh man. Can you imagine? That is spiritual whiplash. We do
that all the time with students at BYU. Did you serve a mission?
Yeah, | did. Oh, where'd you serve? Well,

Do you have a minute? Sit down. Yeah, but | love that his
perspective, it wasn't what | expected, but it turned out more
beautiful than what | had planned. Amen. Elder Forsyth. Good
job.

| love it. We hope you'll join us on our full podcast. It's called
followHIM. You can get it wherever you get your podcast. We
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are with Dr. Rosalynde Welch this week. What she did with
these sections really changed the view of them for me, and |
know they did for you as well John. We hope you'll join us there.
Then come back next week. We'll do another followHIM
Favorites.
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