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Podcast General Description:

Follow Him: A Come, Follow Me Podcast with Hank Smith & John Bytheway

Do you ever feel that preparing for your weekly Come, Follow Me lesson falls short? Join hosts Hank
Smith and John Bytheway as they interview experts to make your study for The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints’ Come, Follow Me course not only enjoyable but original and educational. If you are
looking for resources to make your study fresh, faithful, and fun--no matter your age--then join us every
Wednesday.

Podcast Episode Descriptions

Part 1:
How can we travel “speedily” without being “in haste?” Dr. Scott Esplin explores what it means to act in
faith while addressing the myths surrounding the “destroyer on the water.”

Part 2:
Dr. Scott Esplin continues his discussion on building Zion, focusing on helping the poor and needy and
becoming a united people.
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Fair Use Notice:

The Follow Him Podcast with Hank Smith and John Bytheway may make use of copyrighted material, the
use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the copyright holder. This constitutes a “fair
use” and any such copyrighted material as provided for in section 107 of the US Copyright Law. In
accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, the material on this podcast is offered publicly and without
profit, to the public uses or the internet for comment and nonprofit educational and informational
purposes. Copyright Disclaimer under Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976, allowance is made for
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fair use” for purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching, scholarship, and research. In
such cases, fair use is permitted.

No copyright(s) is/are claimed.
The content is broadcast for study, research, and educational purposes.

The broadcaster gains no profit from broadcast content. This falls under “Fair Use” guidelines:
www.copyright.gov/fls/f1102.html.

Note:

The Follow Him Podcast with Hank Smith and John Bytheway is not affiliated with The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints nor Brigham Young University. The opinions expressed on episodes represent
the views of the guest and podcasters alone. While the ideas presented may vary from traditional
understandings or teachings, they in no way reflect criticism of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
leaders, policies, or practices.
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00:00:00 Coming up in this episode on followHIM.

00:00:02 Tomorrow is our 20th wedding anniversary. She has this
favorite wedding photo of ours where we walk out of the
temple and | have this look, this look of relief on my face. |
actually went ahead with it. I'm not sure she was convinced |
was going into the sealing room with her. | look back now and
I'm grateful that God gave me witnesses sometimes before and
sometimes after | made a decision that he wanted me to act. As
| acted in faith He gave me light along the way, but he waited
for me to act in faith.

00:00:37 Hello everyone. Welcome to another episode of followHIM. My
name is Hank Smith. | am your host. I'm here with my co-host
John Bytheway who has a thankful heart in all things. John, as |
was reading Section 62 and | read that phrase, | thought John
Bytheway a hundred percent.

00:00:55 I'm a distant relative of Thankful Pratt, who you may have
heard of already. So you know.

00:00:59 Yeah, There you go. | bet she reads that and thinks, oh, that's
perfect. A thankful heart. It's a great name. Great. She definitely
has a thankful heart. John, we're joined today by Dr. Scott
Esplin, who's been with us before. Scott, thanks for being here.

00:01:13 Thanks John and Hank, it's good to be with you. Thank you.

00:01:15 We have been looking forward to this for a long time. Scott
joined us four years ago for the Doctrine & Covenants and he's
back. Wonderful, wonderful teacher and historian. John, when
you think of the mission to Missouri that we've been talking
about the journey home, what comes to mind? This is a hard
road.

00:01:35 | don't know about you Hank, but when | was on my mission, |
had a, a mission handbook a little, we used to call it the white
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Hank Smith:

Dr. Scott Esplin:

00:02:05

00:02:21

00:03:00

00:03:46

Bible in my pocket. You just knew certain things that you could
do and not do, these sections about travel, about what to do
when you're not doing missionary work exactly and this is all so
new. Maybe that's why we get so many sections of the Doctrine
& Covenants because they're asking so many questions because
it's all so new. | have a lot of sympathy for these guys trying to
figure out now what do we do?

Yeah. | remember not liking a certain apartment on my mission
and then you look at these guys, they must have been camping
out as they went. Just around the fire. Scott, as you've prepared
for sections 60 through 63, what do you have for us? What are
you looking forward to?

Obviously, as you both mentioned, this is part of their mission
to Zion. Backing up a little bit in section 52 of the Doctrine and
Covenants, the Lord had told the early saints, Joseph and the
leaders of the church, they were to assemble in Missouri for the
next conference of the church. And if they were faithful it would
be known unto them the land of their inheritance. This is
reference to they're trying to locate Zion, which they've learned
about in earlier revelations and in the Book of Mormon, the
New Jerusalem that would be on this continent and they're
trying to figure out where that is. They've been working on the
Joseph Smith translation of the Bible and that's introduced
them to the concept of Zion. As they've worked through the
book of Moses, they were told, go to Missouri and you'll learn
where the land of your inheritance will be.

Previous to this, some elders had already gone to Missouri.
We've already talked in earlier episodes about what's called the
Lamanite Mission. Oliver Cowdery and some companions had
gone on an earlier mission to Independence, Jackson County,
Missouri. They were told in their call that Zion was on the
borders by the Lamanites. That's already located at somewhere
west of where Joseph then at this point lives in Kirtland, but in
section 52 they were told, go to Missouri and it'll be made
known in the land of their inheritance. The sections for today
are the conclusion of that mission. They've been in Missouri for
a handful of weeks. They've accomplished what they were sent
there to accomplish. They've located Zion, they've dedicated a
center place of Zion and a lot for the temple. They're ready to
go home. As John and you mentioned they have some questions
about how this works as they go home, what should they be
doing?

What mode should they travel? What | like about these sections
is not only does the Lord answer their questions, | think it gives
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them a chance to practice some of the principles they learned
while they were in Zion. We learned that Zion is not just a place,
it's a people as they are preparing to journey home and then as
they journey home, opportunities present themselves for them
to become a Zionlike people. In these sections, we can look at
answers to specific questions that they ask, as well as principles
about how they, and we can become more Zionlike. As we seek
to establish Zion, we're going to look at questions about travel,
guestions about companionships. How big should their group
should be? Should they go by water or land? The Lord's going to
teach them principles about what does and doesn't matter to
him. They're going to get back to Kirtland by the end of the
lesson today. Things have happened in Kirtland, in their absence
that they need to deal with the community they left behind isn't
as Zionlike as maybe it needs to be and the Lord's going to teach
them some principles about becoming Zionlike. This is the
conclusion of a historical story of going to Missouri, trying to
locate Zion. These sections are going to help the Latter-day
Saints become Zion.

Hank Smith: 00:04:51 And that trip to Missouri. | don't think we can comprehend how
far away that is. When we think Ohio, Missouri, we think of, oh,
it's a long bus ride or a quick flight, but we're talking weeks,
right Scott?

Dr. Scott Esplin: 00:05:04 We're talking weeks and we're talking 900 miles sometimes by
water, sometimes by land. They're going to have a harrowing
experience, not just physically, but also spiritually on their
journey and they're going to have an open vision of the
destroyer riding upon the waters. It's a scary experience for
them. It's not just around the corner, it's the far western
frontier of the United States. It's a challenging mission. As you
mentioned, the church is very young that we're, the church is 14
months old, 15 months old when this happens. These are
people who are just learning how this works. There's about two
dozen of them. It's an interesting experience. So it's a, it's some
fun sections that | love teaching on campus and also love
studying because of the principles they contain.

Hank Smith: 00:05:45 Speaking of on campus, John, can you tell us what campus Scott
is talking about, what he's doing and give us some background
information on him?

John Bytheway: 00:05:56 Scott Esplin is actually the Dean of religious education,
professor of church history and doctrine at BYU. He's actually a
native of southern Utah just like you Hank. He earned both a
doctoral degree and a master's degree in educational leadership
and foundations from BYU joined the faculty and religious
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education in 2006 after teaching seminary and institute. His
research interests include Doctrine and Covenants, Yay! That's
why we have him. History of Latter-day Saint education and
church historic sites. He's the author of numerous publications
on these subjects, including an award-winning book on the
restoration of Nauvoo. He's married to Janice Garrett. They're
the parents of four children. Tell us about your book, about the
restoration of Nauvoo. You mean like the rebuilding of the sites
and things?

Dr. Scott Esplin: 00:06:45 Yeah, the rebuilding of the sites. The acquisition of the temple
lot again and reconstructing Nauvoo as it presently exists. So it's
a social history of interactions between members of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints and often community of
Christ who managed many of those sites for a long period of
time. As well as local residents of Nauvoo, the residents of
Nauvoo who aren't affiliated with either church and how they
feel about our church coming to the area and restoring sites and
the impact of tourism on a local small Midwest town and the
building of a temple. And it was a fun social history for me too,
to work on it. | love being at sites with people and | decided to
figure out how we came back to Nauvoo.

John Bytheway: 00:07:24 Hank often reminds me of how much older | am than him, but |
remember traveling once to Nauvoo and seeing four white
stone markers of the rectangle of the temple property and that
was it. What a feeling to go back there years later and see the
temple. Well, to hear President Hinckley announce it, that was a
moment in General Conference, wasn't it? And I've often
wondered exactly what you're writing about it. How did the
people here feel when all of a sudden there's this gigantic
imposing temple there?

Dr. Scott Esplin: 00:07:58 Well, you know, this is in the book when President Hinckley
goes to dedicate that temple, they held the cornerstone
ceremony at the beginning and you know, getting ready for the
dedication, they invited local residents including local officials
and President Hinckley quips to the mayor. Mayor, we've
changed your town. That's an understatement. The Nauvoo
temple changed dramatically their town and it's a story of how
did we come back and what impact did it have on the local
community and how have those three groups really the us, the
community of Christ and non-affiliated residents in Nauvoo
learn to interact in a shared sacred space.

Hank Smith: 00:08:32 That's wonderful. There's a wonderful article that Scott wrote,
John called Come See the Place. | just am fascinated by that idea
of historic sites Come See the Place.

D&C 60-63 Part 1 followHIM Podcast Page 4


https://www.amazon.com/Go-Forward-Faith-Biography-Hinckley/dp/1573451657
https://www.thechurchnews.com/2002/5/4/23242366/president-hinckley-reflects-on-nauvoo/
https://rsc.byu.edu/vol-22-no-2-2021/come-see-place

Dr. Scott Esplin:

John Bytheway:

Hank Smith:

Dr. Scott Esplin:

Hank Smith:

Dr. Scott Esplin:

Hank Smith:

Dr. Scott Esplin:

Hank Smith:

John Bytheway:

Hank Smith:

00:08:45

00:08:58

00:09:08

00:09:19

00:09:26

00:09:42

00:10:00

00:10:08

00:10:12

00:10:17

00:10:21

00:10:26

Well you recognize that's the phrase that the angels give Easter
morning on the morning of the Resurrection. Come see the
place where the Lord lay theologically in the scriptures. We
have support for the idea of sacred spaces, sacred place and
come see the place where the Lord lay.

You can read all about places but there's something about
reading and then being there and going, wow, so this is where
this happened.

And the cool part with the internet, John is anyone in the world
can now go to the church history website. They can take tours
of these places. That's incredible.

You know, | watched in General Conference recently, you may
have noticed in conference Elder Gong showed a picture of him
standing right next to the pulpits in the Kirtland temple.

The pulpits were the Savior would've stood when Moses, Elias
and Elijah appear in the Kirtland temple and Elder Gong showed
a picture of him standing right in next to those pulpits that
power of place, that space being in the place where the sacred
occurred. Come see the place where the Lord lay. So

Yeah, that's beautiful John. He won't want us to spend a long
time on this, but as the dean of the religion department of BYU,
it's a big job. We know that Elder Holland once held that same
position. Scott, how long have you been dean of the religion
department at BYU?

I'm going on four years. | believe we teach the best content on
campus and teach remarkable students. It's a lot of fun. Great

job. So thank you.

You sometimes just go, do | really? Is this really what | do for a
living?

| get to work with people like the two of you so | get to work
with great souls. So thank you.

And John and | both try to avoid causing Scott any problems.
That's right. We do not want to be on the worry list ever.

No, but when | have been there, he's been very good to me. Just
so you know. You're fine Scott. | was thinking about it as we
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were preparing. | think | met you, | think it's been 17 years. It
doesn't feel that long.

You've aged much better than | have Hank.

That's not true. Yeah, | was interested in the religion
department John. | was interested in getting my doctorate
degree at BYU and here was this, here was this teacher Scott
Esplin who had done basically what | wanted to do John, |
showed up on his doorstep and said, show me the way. And he
invited me in. Is that not crazy that | had the audacity to show
up at his doorstep, one that he invited me in and walked me
through it.

That was fun. That was a great memory. Hank, | love that. Thank
you. That was a choice memory. Been friends for a long time,
both of you, so thank you. It's good to be with you.

We love it. We are happy that you are here. I'm going to read
from the Come, Follow Me manual, start where you want to
start and walk us through these sections. This is how the Come,
Follow Me Manual starts the lesson. In early August, 1831,
Joseph Smith and other elders of the church were preparing to
return to Kirtland after a short visit to the land of Zion. It's kind
of interesting, they call it a short visit when it took so long to get
there, tiny little visit and it's going to take a long time to get
home. The Lord had wanted them to preach the gospel during
their trip and some of them did so diligently but others were
hesitant. They hide the talent which | have given unto them, the
Lord said, because of the fear of man, many of us know how
these elders felt. Even though we love the gospel, fear and
doubt might keep us from sharing it, but the Lord is merciful.

He, and this is a quote, knoweth the weakness of man and how
to succor us. Scattered throughout these revelations to early
missionaries are reassurances that help us overcome our fears
and shortcomings, | am able to make you holy. All flesh is in my
hand. | am with the faithful always and he that is faithful and
endureth shall overcome the world. | love it. They're doing the
best they can and the Lord is here saying, | am with you. Let me
help correct you and give you some direction. Alright, with that
Scott, how do you want to go about this? Do we need to go
backward to set this up?

Yeah, we probably ought to go back just a little bit to sections
57, 58, 59. We can if you'd like to.
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Yeah, let's do that.

As you mentioned, they're ready to go home, but we probably
had to go back just a little bit to what they were doing in Zion in
the first place. If you go back to section 57 of the Doctrine and
Covenants in section 52 they were told to gather for a
conference and so they arrive in mid-July of 1831 on the far
western edge of the United States in far Western Missouri.
Joseph has three questions. They're listed in the section heading
for section 57. When will the wilderness blossom as a rose?
Where's he getting the idea that the wilderness needs to
blossom? Well, he's on the far western frontier of the United
States. In another account about this experience, he says, | felt
like I'd stepped back in time a generation. Joseph is from New
York, New England, especially western New York and Kirtland,
that's not terribly advanced but it's certainly more advanced
than Missouri was.

He felt like he'd stepped back in time a generation. When will
the wilderness blossom as a rose? | think he's also connecting
that great prophecy from Isaiah as well there that the
wilderness will blossom as a rose. The second, when will Zion be
built up in her glory? And then the third, where will thy temple
stand unto which all nations shall come in the last days? So
these three set questions are in this heading to section 57.
They're answered in part in the revelation in section 57, the
Lord answers one of the three questions, He answers the where
guestion. On a lot just west of the temple in Independence,
Jackson County, Missouri, the temple will stand and that's in
verse three of section 57. But he interestingly doesn't answer
the when questions these, when will the wilderness blossom as
a rose, when will Zion be built up in her glory?

And | think what the Lord is doing here, like he does in our lives,
there's times in my life when he answers what questions much
more frequently than he answer when questions. We've all
wondered when is this going to happen in our life? Across
scripture people have asked when questions, when will the
Second Coming occur? When questions tend not to be
answered very often by the Lord. In this case | think it may also
be because it might be up to us. Building Zion is something that
we have to do. He may say to them, well you tell me when
you're ready, when you've become Zion. In any case, the
sections that follow then 58 for example, Joseph continues with
the same theme. Well you answered the where question. Thank
you. But when. The Lord gives, | think the only reference to
when the only answer he gives in verse 44 of section 58, the
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time has not yet come for many years and what's many years to
God?

Many years to us, yeah, how long is many years? but then
surrounding it in section 58 he reveals principles for how to
build Zion and among them are things like preaching the gospel.
A couple that we're going to talk about | hope in section 60 to
63, it says in section 58 verse 27, they should be anxiously
engaged and in a good cause and do many things of their own
free will and bring to pass much righteousness for the power is
in them wherein they are agents unto themselves inasmuch as
in they do good, they shall no wise lose their reward. So their
agency is enthroned, preaching the gospel is enthroned. If you
look over in verses 63 and 64, let them also return preaching
the gospel by the way. The end of verse 64, the gospel must be
preached unto every creature. If we're going to build Zion,
we're going to preach the gospel.

We're going to learn how to use our agency. We're going to
faithfully endure our trials. Joseph asked when Zion would be
built and the Lord taught how it's going to be built. They
continue, sections 59 on the Sabbath day. The Lord reiterates
the commandments and how particularly the Sabbath will help
us become more of a Zionlike people and then Joseph's ready to
come home and so we're now at section 60. It's all part of the
same journey. | should have mentioned there's about two
dozen of them that have made this trip in company with Joseph.
The majority of them are ready to come home in section 57. It
did list that a few of them should plant themselves in this place.
They're supposed to remain and be settlers, but everyone else
is, we're going back to Kirtland. We're going to walk the, or take
a boat for part of the way, but we're going to go back the 900
miles to our families, to our loved ones, to the church
headquarters.

That's where we are in Section 60. So, they've been in Zion,
they've located the temple lot, they've dedicated it, they've
learned how to build Zion and now they're ready to come
home. A couple of things | like about Section 60, there's many in
here, but as John mentioned, there's references here to
preaching the gospel in verse two with some of them he had
not been well pleased for they would not open their mouths
and they hid their talents. Apparently we won't go back there,
but in section 52 when they were told to go to Missouri, they
were told to preach the gospel along the way and some of them
must not have done it. They were in their anxiousness to get
there they weren't preaching the gospel as earnestly as they
might and the Lord rebukes them for that. Then reminds them
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in verses 13 that on their way home, don't do like you did on
the way here.

Preach the gospel better than you did on the way here and
don't idle your time, don't bury your talents. You have a
message to share. Preach the gospel. | think there's lessons in
there for us. | think there's times in our lives where we get busy
doing what we think is important and we forget what really is
important to God in this case, sharing the gospel. The other
thing | love about Section 60 that we could talk about, there's
references to time here. Look for example in verse five, they're
supposed to take their journey speedily in verse five for the
place which is called St. Louis, but then in verse eight, but not
do it in haste. Over in verse 14, again, thou shalt speedily return
proclaiming my word among the congregations of the wicked,
not in haste. How do you do something speedily but not in
haste? What does the Lord mean by this? What are times in my
life when | need to be more speedily but not get too hasty? And
those are things | think we should think about or talk about
potentially in Section 60.

This is wonderful.

What a challenge that would be to be one of those missionaries
to open your mouth. | am assuming they have copies of the
Book of Mormon with them.

Presumably yeah | can't imagine why they wouldn't. The book's
been published for a year and a half now.

I'm kind of a task oriented guy and if you tell me go to this
place, I'm more concerned about getting to that place than
what I'm going to do on the way.

Yeah.
| love this context. Thank you.

I'm interested in this. They hide the talent which | have given
unto them. I'm a New Testament teacher over at BYU and that
is a Matthew 25 reference. I've given you this talent. Then he
comes back and says, what did you do with it? It's the one
servant who says, | was scared. | knew you were difficult to
please. | hid the talent in the earth. Interesting that he is
relating that to missionary work. That's not something you
usually do with that parable.
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That's a good point. He does it again in section 62 for whatever
reason. Again, this group, they meet a group who had preached
the gospel along the way, done what they were supposed to do.
They're praised for not having buried their talent but for having
shared their testimony. Verse three of section 62, you are
blessed for the testimony which you have born is recorded in
heaven for the angels to look upon, they rejoice over you and
your sins are forgiven you. As we preach the gospel, as we share
our talent, as we share our light, the blessings that come into
our lives, the blessings that came into these early elders lives
are remarkable ones.

So there's the difference there. Those of us who are a little bit
nervous to share the gospel, the Lord says, don't hide it, share
it. It'll be recorded in heaven for the angels to look upon you.
That's a beautiful idea and kind of gives you some courage. I'm
going to share, Scott, when you talked about speedily but not in
haste, that was such a good question. Maybe you could explain
to me, maybe | can turn the question back on you. What do you
think that means? Go fast, but not too fast.

| think there's times where the Lord wants us to move forward,
but there's also something different about getting sloppy,
getting careless, so | equate journeying speedily, moving
forward, pressing forward. Don't just wait, go ahead with life,
get on your path and get after it. But then | think sometimes we
get hasty, we get sloppy in our actions. | think back to times
when | was a missionary many, many years ago, moving
speedily from appointment to appointment, from one
opportunity to another. Not just wasting my time, staying
focused on what I'm here to do, but then when I'm doing what
I'm supposed to be doing, staying in the moment, not getting
ahead of myself and | think that might be what the Lord is
saying here. | see students sometimes on campus who are so
anxious to get to the end of their semester.

They're so anxious to get to graduation. They're so anxious to
get to... Life will be better when I'm done, when | have my first
job, when | have my first home, when I'm married, when I'm
settled, when | have a family. When I'm away from BYU. They
miss out on opportunities along the way and | think this may be
what the Lord is saying here is | want you to move forward,
choose a major, progress towards graduation, get married, start
a family, take a career, but then live in the moment as it relates
to this principle. | think of something President Monson taught
in General Conference. He shared from the musical the Music
Man, he says, Professor Hill, one of the principle characters in
the show, voices of caution that | share with you says, you pile
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up enough tomorrows, you'll find you've collected a lot of
empty yesterdays.

00:22:00 | do think we need to move forward with life, but we don't want
to get so hasty that we miss out on the opportunities that
present themselves along the way. The Lord's helping these
early saints learn this principle as they become Zionlike move
forward, don't wait to be told in all things. It's not meet that |
should command in all things. He that is commanded in all
things the same is a slothful, not a wise servant. Move forward
but then don't get moving so quickly that you miss out on the
lessons that happen in life along the way. Frankly, | think that's
what happens in the next section in section 61. They were told
to preach the gospel along the way, but they chose to go home
by way of canoe on the Missouri River to whom do you preach
the gospel along the way in the Missouri River while you're in

canoe?
John Bytheway: 00:22:44 Catfish.
Dr. Scott Esplin: 00:22:46 Yeah, a catfish. Your companion who keeps hitting you with his

oar. They have this harrowing experience and then the Lord
says to them in verse three of section 61, behold verily | say
unto you, it is not needful for this whole company of mine
elders to be moving swiftly upon the waters whilst the
inhabitants on either side are perishing in unbelief. | told you to
preach the gospel. | told you to move forward. You got moving
so quickly that you got hasty. You missed the people who were
perishing in unbelief around you and so | had you have this
experience to get you off the water so you could preach the
gospel. | think that happens in my life. | think that happens in
the lives of my students. We get progressing so quickly towards
graduation towards the end of a semester, towards whatever it
is in our life. I'll be happy when we have children. I'll be happy
when my kids are grown.

00:23:32 I'll be happy when we have grandkids. I'll be happy when I'm
retired. I'll be happy when... always living in the future. We miss
out on the people who are perishing in unbelief around us. | tell
my students when | teach these sections in class, | hope you're
not moving so quickly towards the end of the semester that
you're missing that person in your ward who is perishing in
unbelief around you. You might have a little brother or sister
who is perishing in unbelief. You're moving so swiftly towards
graduation towards the end of the semester that you're missing
them. Zionlike people | think move forward with life but don't
let life move so quickly that they miss people along the way. If
you think about the people you most consider Zionlike there are
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people for me who do this, don't just wait for life to happen, but
then as life is happening, they still care about people. They
don't let people who are perishing around them perish in
unbelief. | think the Lord's teaching some interesting principles
by this choice of words journey speedily but not in haste. You
are going so swiftly on the waters. You are missing people. You
miss the people, which is the point.

One of those stories that | feel like presents such a dilemma is,
Hey, would you come my little daughter lieth at the point of
death and while he's on the way but not in haste

Journeying speedingly.

Yeah, someone touches his garment and he's, "who touched
me" and I've always wondered the father at that point, we need
to hurry. Interesting dilemma. It must have felt like for him, |
suppose Jesus knew exactly what was going to happen.

Yeah. To bring in another President Monson thought, never let
a problem to be solved become more important than a person
to be loved. | think we can do this as church leaders. We're after
a certain goal, so let's move quickly, let's get through tithing
settlement. Let's see how many families we can get through
today or as mission leaders or missionaries. It's, let's get our
numbers up, let's say, and we forget we're working with people.
When I've read these verses, | thought of the children | have
taught to drive. Speedily, | have some that are too speedily, it's
too much. | have one son in particular, not in haste, not in
haste, right. | have another child who I'm teaching to drive
who's slow, too slow. We're not moving fast enough. So when |
hear speedily, | think gas pedal not in haste, | think brake pedal,
you gotta have both to be wise. We do want to move forward,
but let's not hurt people. | like what you said there, don't get so
sloppy that not only do you miss out on people, you miss out on
potential issues that you probably wouldn't have run into had
you slowed down a little bit. Scott, I've noticed that in your
leadership. Let's slow down a little bit. Let's slow down and take
a look at what we're doing. Where someone like me is going,
what are we waiting for? Hey, let's go. Move this forward and
maybe we're avoiding issues that we would run into if we don't
think before we move forward.

There's interesting principles about timing all throughout the
scriptures. Going back to where we started, Joseph asked a time
question. He asked a when question that set all of this up, when
will the wilderness blossom as a rose? When will Zion be built in
her glory? In its glory? He's asking about timing. God's teaching
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him some things about timing. We move forward but we don't
get hasty. We don't miss out on people along the way. You
reminded me about another verse in the Doctrine and
Covenants section 10 of the Doctrine and Covenants, which
we've studied much earlier in Come, Follow Me. This is after the
loss of the 116 pages of the manuscript in the Book of Mormon
translation. When Joseph gets his gifts back again restored the
Lord sets up this principle, do not run faster or labor more than
you have strength and means provided you to translate but be
diligent unto the end.

He sets up that tension. Don't run faster but be diligent. That
same tension is being set up in section 60 journey speedily but
not in haste. How do | find that balance between speed and
haste between, as you said, gas and brake pedal? Where do |
find it? | think the next phrase in section 10 says, pray always.
Through prayer we can figure out where the balance is for us.
For some of us, for your one son it might be more brake pedal
for another child it might be more gas pedal. Each of us is going
to be different. Maybe the Lord wants us to move more
speedily towards graduation. Again, using my students as an
example, there are probably some students on campus who
have been there long enough, they really should settle on a
major and just move on.

Mom and dad would be perfectly happy on any of the seven
majors you've already chosen. Journey speedily. There's others
who are probably going too quickly, whose life could be blessed
by taking a class that might expand their vision. Say, Hey, have
you ever thought about taking a class that isn't on your my map
already? That isn't already outlined for you, an elective that
might open your eyes to something you've never seen before.
Slow down just a little bit. Each of those people, each of those
children of God are different. Through prayer we can figure out
which one we need to apply in our life. | think there's a valuable
principle in Section 60 Zionlike people learn and live in this
tension of speed and haste and they apply the brake pedal and
the gas pedal at appropriate times.

Yeah. What a great application. Kirtland is our goal. That's
where we want to get to, but don't go so fast there that you
miss out on all of these opportunities. When you were talking
about, oh, I'll be happy when, oh, I'll be happy when, | thought
of my own grandmother, who told me once when she was really
tired, she said, Hank, | think if | was dead and in the Spirit World
| would be happy and I'm convinced there's people in the Spirit
World saying, you know, once we're all resurrected, | think I'm,
I'm going to be happy. It's always the next thing that's going to
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be the good part. Scott, wouldn't you say it's that way? Maybe
the young parents listening, don't love this. With children if we
don't stop and just enjoy our children, sometimes we're so, at
least me personally, it's go guys go. Grow up, move, this sport,
try this, this school, and all of a sudden the time has passed. |
don't know if | enjoyed my time just being. Just being.

My wife and | joke about this. We'll say, you know, someday
we're going to miss this, but today is not that day. When
something happens with our kids, today is not that day is the
phrase we will use, but there will come a time when I'll look
back and say, ah, man, I'd give anything to have not been so
hasty. | was so anxious | wanted to get to here. | wanted to get
to there and I'll look back and wonder someday we'll miss this.

This is such wisdom here. | think of my own students who are
looking to get married and they find someone they want to get
married to and that person wants to marry them and
sometimes it's, wow, we're going fast. It's okay to slow down a
little bit and then others you're like, are you going to get

married? Are you going to move forward? Are you going to date
?

The whole idea of putting deadlines on your happiness or as
soon as this, as soon as this, it just reminds me of Nephi's
profound statement when he finally has to split from everybody
else. It says it came to pass we did live after the manner of
happiness. It wasn't we finally got to happiness. It wasn't a
destination, it was a way of life and figuring out that, as you
said, tension. Speedily and not in haste maybe is that manner of
happiness.

Yeah, | really like that. The Lord even says in verse 13, don't idle
away your time so it's not, don't sit and do nothing, but it's also
don't go so fast that you get to the end going, | missed the
journey.

And like you were saying, John, this is a manner they were
thinking initially on this trip about Zion as a place. These
sections are helping them reframe. It's just as much a process as
it is a place. Joseph, part of that process is learning this manner
of happiness. | used to serve with a gentleman. He told me this
story. | think, if | remember right, | think he told the story, |
think it was of Elder Scott, where Elder Scott would, if the story
is correct, take time for people. He would visit with them, take
time for people and he says, | watched him once take time for
people and then | watched as he went the next place he had to
be and he was running in the parking lot. He was late but he
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didn't want the people he was spending time with to know that
he was in a hurry. He took time for them then ran and made up
the difference. | watched this in my friend who | served with. He
was a busy father, stake president, later general church officer.
When he was a stake president in a YSA student stake, he would
just sit on the couch in the foyer of the student stake center. He
would just sit there. Students would come up to him and they
would say, oh President, I'm sure you're so busy, you don't have
any time. He says, no, I've got all the time in the world. I'm just
sitting here. What do you want to talk about? It was his way of
signaling to his members, I'm not so busy that | don't have time
for you. That's a principle that's contained in these verses as we
serve others, as we work with God's children, don't be hasty in
that process. Give them the time they need.

00:32:43 You'll make up the time in other ways you'll speedily move from
one place to another, but then when you're in the moment with
a person, don't make them feel like they're rushed. Don't make
them feel like they're just a problem to be solved. They're a
person, they're a child of God and he wanted to signal that so
he would just sit on the couch in our student stake center, wait
for a student to come say to him, I'm sure you're too busy to
talk with me. He said, no, I'm actually not. I'm just sitting here
on the couch wondering if anyone wanted to talk because he
wanted to care about people.

Hank Smith: 00:33:12 | can be a witness of that Elder Scott principle, | met him when |
was a college student down at Utah Tech it's called now. He was
setting apart my father-in-law, my girlfriend's father at the time,
but who was going to be my father-in-law as a stake president. |
was very excited to meet an apostle. | went over and said hi,
and he asked me my name and | said hello and he was so kind
and gentle with me. Well then the man who ends up being my
father-in-law invites me to come back with him and his family
for the setting apart and a little bit of meeting with Elder Scott.
Elder Scott, he remembered my name from four or five hours
earlier, shook my hand and I still remember this. He said, Hank,
thank you so much for coming back to say hello again and |
almost thought, well, you're welcome. Right? Elder Scott, really
glad | could do that for you. It was really about people. He had a
lot to do. He was very busy, but it became about people.

John Bytheway: 00:34:10 | was sitting in the Marriott Center with my friend Kurt. We had
just listened to Elder Neal A. Maxwell, Hank, you were a toddler.
I'm just sitting with Kurt and we're just talking about, wow,
awesome that was, and talking gospel and Elder Maxwell had
moved off the little podium there in the Marriott Center and
was talking to people. We just kept talking and at one point we
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looked down, there were three people left in line. | was like,
Kurt, you want to go down? We ran down. Elder Maxwell
extended his hand. He said, thank you for waiting to come and
talk to me. Hank, | did what you did. | went, you're welcome,
you're welcome. It's nice to meet me, isn't it? But | mean thank
you, thank you. How gracious, and I'm not expecting every
church leader to be able to do that. That night Elder Maxwell
did. What a disciple.

What a Zionlike person. That's what | think Joseph is learning
here. You want to know when Zion's going to be built? Well
here's one of its principles, Zionlike people care about people
and they have time for people. They move on with life. They
don't idle their time, they journey speedily, but then when the
time is right, they pause for the woman who touches the hem of
a garment. They pause for a person who comes and wants to
talk to them after a meeting, they have time for an individual,
then they move on to their next place. Then they take time
again and that balance between speed and haste is something
they're learning in this section.

Wow. Scott, | think we could talk about this all day. It's a
beautiful principle that I've never seen before In this section.

If you want to look at another principle, this one will bridge us
to a couple of other ones. | love verse five of section 60. I've
always smiled at this one. Verily | speak unto you concerning
your journey unto the land from whence you came, let there be
a craft made or bought as seemeth you good. It mattereth not
unto me, someone must have asked the question, should we
buy a boat or make a boat? Earlier in the Doctrine & Covenants
says the Lord used the phrase it mattereth not to me, but it's
not something they had asked. In that case it was in the
sacrament. It mattereth not what you eat or what you drink.
This is section 27 of the Doctrine & Covenants, but it wasn't
something they had asked. It was something God chose to teach
here. They asked a question, as far as | can find for the first time
in the Doctrine & Covenants, the Lord isn't answering their
question directly.

It mattereth not to me. Well what do you mean it doesn't
matter to you? And then you go over to section 61, which we'll
talk about in a minute. In section 61 they have this harrowing
experience on the waters. Their boat nearly capsized, they
nearly drowned. The Lord teaches them the dangers of the
waters and warns them about waters and then in verse 22, he
uses it again, it mattereth not unto me after a little if it so be
that they fill their mission, whether they go by water or by land.
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What do you mean it doesn't matter to you? We just nearly
drowned. And in back to back sections, he's used a phrase he
never uses in the Doctrine & Covenants and then he does it
again in section 62. This is the one maybe | smile the most
about. You've already referenced it in verses five and seven.

00:37:27 First of all in verse five, then you may return to bear record
even altogether or two by two as seemeth you good. It
mattereth not unto me in three straight sections. | don't care if
you make a boat or buy a boat, | don't care if you go by water or
land, | don't care if you go in a large group or pairs, it doesn't
matter to me. In verse seven, he even throws in this idea, | don't
care if you want to ride on horses, mules or chariots. I've always
wondered about that phrase, where are they going to find a
chariot in the middle of Missouri?

John Bytheway: 00:37:56 Over at the Egyptian museum.

Dr. Scott Esplin: 00:37:58 Exactly what are they doing there? But this phrase doesn't
appear in the Doctrine & Covenants until they go to Zion. In Zion
they were told, it's not meet that | command in all things. He
that is compelled in all things the same is a slothful and not a
wise servant. The power is in you, you are agents unto
yourselves. Now when they're asking questions, the Lord is
answering them differently. It mattereth not, it mattereth not, it
mattereth not. | think there's a principle there as well. Zionlike
people learn to check with God for sure, but they don't wait to
be told all things. They're agents, they act. Elder Bednar and
others have taught the power is in us, agents unto ourselves,
power to act. Joseph is learning Zionlike people take time for
people. Zionlike people aren't commanded in all things. They
make decisions. There are some things where God may say it
really doesn't matter, just move forward. It really doesn't
matter what major you choose, just choose one. It really doesn't
matter what school you go to, just go to one. It really doesn't
matter between that job or the other job. Just get one. There's
times in our lives where this it mattereth not to me is how we
become Zionlike.

Hank Smith: 00:39:09 It's almost as if he's saying, do you remember what | said? | said,
do many things of your own free will. Thank you for checking.
Move forward.

Dr. Scott Esplin: 00:39:19 | do want to be careful, | think there are things that may matter
a lot to us when God says it mattereth not to me that doesn't
mean it shouldn't matter to us. Of course my wife knows this. |
think about dating and getting married. Some people seem to
have really clear answers, who they're supposed to marry and
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that they're supposed to proceed. Others | think God wants us
to step out into the darkness and move forward with a little bit
of faith. Tomorrow is our 20th wedding anniversary. She has
this favorite wedding photo of ours where we walk out of the
temple and | have this look, this look of relief on my face. |
actually went ahead with it. I'm not sure she was convinced |
was going into the sealing room with her. | look back now and
I'm grateful that God gave me witnesses sometimes before and
sometimes after | made a decision that he wanted me to act. As
| acted in faith He gave me light along the way, but he waited
for me to act in faith and | think that's part of this principle here.

Do you remember Hank when we had Tyler Griffin on, he talked
about the way that the Lord dealt with Mahonri Moriancumer,
the brother of Jared, and how there were kind of like three
different answers. What do we do for air? Okay, make a hole in
the top. Make a hole in the bottom. If water comes in stop up
the hole. Direct instructions. Okay, what do we do for light? And
the Lord said, what will ye that | should do for you that you may
have light? You know, go figure it out. Learn by your own
experience. Maybe some of these things we're talking about are
like that idea. That doesn't matter. Use your judgment that |
gave you. What's the Lord's Law of Learning? They'll learn by
their own experience. | like that idea too. | actually have a quote
from then Elder Oaks that I've always enjoyed.

He said, no answer is likely to come to a person who seeks
guidance in choosing between two alternatives that are equally
acceptable to the Lord. There are times when we can serve
productively in two different fields of labor. Either answer is
right. Similarly, the Spirit of the Lord is not likely to give us
revelations on matters that are trivial. | once heard a young
woman in a testimony meeting praise the spirituality of her
husband indicating that he submitted every question to the
Lord. She told how he accompanied her shopping. He would not
even choose between different brands of canned vegetables
without making his selection a matter of prayer. And then Elder
Oaks kindly said, that strikes me as improper. | believe the Lord
expects us to use the intelligence and experience he has given
us to make these kinds of choices. When a member asks the
prophet Joseph Smith for advice on a particular matter, the
prophet stated, it is a great thing to inquire at the hands of God
or to come to his presence. We feel fearful to approach him on
subjects that are of little or no consequence. Well, that Joseph
Smith part seems to sound counter, but | like the story about
the can of beans. Should | go Del Monte or Great Value?
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And | think that's what they're doing and | don't fault them. The
church is a year and a half old. None of us do.

That's exactly right. Yeah, this is brand new and they're asking
about everything. Amazingly sections come that way.

Until they make this trip to Zion. And then there's something
about having been in Zion that all of a sudden shifts this. Now
that I've taught you the principle, I'm going to give you the
chance to practice it. It's the words you just said, John, in
section 61, verse 22, one of the uses of it mattereth not, you'll
notice it ends the section with according to their judgments,
hereafter use your judgment. And then if you go over to 62,
what | do like about this section is after saying that it doesn't
matter, he actually does say what does matter to him. If you
look in verse five, we already read this verse, but it says yea,
even altogether or two by two, as seemeth you good, it matters
not to me, only be faithful and declare glad tidings. | don't care
if you go in a large group or | don't care if you go in pairs, but |
do care if you're faithful.

| do care if you're sharing the gospel. Then the verse we started
our entire conversation with in verse seven, if you go by horse,
mule or chariot, | don't care as long as you receive it with a
thankful heart. | care if you're grateful. | care if you're faithful
and | care if you're sharing the gospel. These things | care about.
What type of car you drive, whether it's a horse, a mule, or a
chariot, | don't really care. Whether you go by water or land, |
don't really care. Whether you go in a big group or a small
group, | don't really care. But | do care about faithfulness,
gratitude, and sharing the gospel.

I like how you clarified it. The Lord isn't saying | don't care about
you. You just showed us the things that | care about really affect
you. These other things | want you to choose. | want you to
move forward. And that does seem like a little bit of a growth
from where they've been.

Something has changed in the Doctrine & Covenants here, |
believe up to this point, as | mentioned, this phrase is never
used with the exception of section 27 when there's an episode
involving the sacrament. Now the Lord in back to back to back
sections uses it after having empowered them in Zion.

Sometimes we can get paralyzed. I've seen my own students do
this. I've seen adults do this where if | don't hear from the Lord,
| won't do anything. | won't move until he tells me what to do. |
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think the Lord is saying, move. | like what you said, Scott, just
keep going. Make a decision. Move forward.

We've referenced Elder Scott, what do you do when you have
prepared carefully have prayed fervently, waited a reasonable
time for a response and still do not feel an answer. You may
want to express thanks when that occurs for it is evidence of his
trust. Now, I'll pause there. That's almost never where | go, I've
not gotten to the point where I'm grateful for no answer, but
that's where Elder Scott is. | love that. Then he continues. When
you are living worthily and your choice is consistent with the
Savior's teachings and you need to act, proceed with trust. As
you are sensitive to the promptings of the Spirit, one of two
things will certainly occur at the appropriate time. Either the
stupor of thought will come indicating an improper choice or
the peace or the burning of the bosom we've felt confirming
that your choice was correct. When you are living righteously
and are acting with trust, God will not let you proceed too far
without a warning impression if you made the wrong decision. |
think there are times when if we need to make a decision, we
move forward speedily, then don't get too hasty because the
answer may come as we're moving. He's just simply waiting for
us to act. He wants us to move forward.

They're maturing spiritually and you can tell at first he was okay
with maybe this kind of thing, and now he's saying, look, we're
moving along, we're advancing. | love that idea.

Reminds me of something President Marion G. Romney said a
long time ago, he said, you can't expect God to guide your
footsteps unless you're willing to move your feet. You commit
to a course of action, you start moving and if you're going a
wrong way, he'll stop you, but it might be, this is just fine. He
just wants you to, to get moving.

I've heard it said, God doesn't steer parked cars.

Your kids, they brake too much or they gas too much.

| was going to say, since we're talking about cars today, anyway.
Scott, this has been absolutely fantastic. You have shown us
things that | can use today, right John?

Absolutely.

| can use them speedily, but not with haste. Let's keep going
Scott, what's next?

D&C 60-63 Part 1 followHIM Podcast Page 20


https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/1995/10/trust-in-the-lord
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/1981/04/the-basic-principles-of-church-welfare

Dr. Scott Esplin:

00:46:35

00:47:24

00:48:19

| think as they continue on their journey, we should look maybe
at 61 for just a minute. In section 61, they continue down the
Missouri River. They come to this place called Mcllwaine’s Bend
a couple of days into their journey. In the section heading, it
says, on the third day of their journey, many dangers were
experienced. Joseph nearly drowns, their canoe hits a
submerged tree in the water. They're terrified. They have this
life-threatening experience on the waters. Then following up
upon it, William W. Phelps, as it says in the section heading in a
daylight vision, saw the destroyer riding and power upon the
face of the water. So it's harrowing both physically and
spiritually for these elders. They get off the waters, they want to
know what's going on. This section is given, as I've taught
Doctrine & Covenants over the years, it tends to be one of the
more misunderstood sections in the text.

| think there's a lot of mythology that grows out of potentially
this section. People wonder, is this why we don't do this? We
don't do that as missionaries, whatever the case is, and | think
that the Lord teaches some important principles that we might
want to look at in the section we've already talked about. Verse
three, | think one reason why he has them have this experience
or get off the waters is so they could teach the gospel. They're
missing people along the way, but | also like how the section in
the very first verse begins, behold and hearken unto the voice
of him who has all power. When | was younger, | used to love
reading and studying the stories of Greek mythology. This isn't a
Greek mythology model where one person gets one power and
one God gets another power and one God gets this power and,
and so one God is in charge of the water and one God is in
charge of the weather and one God is in charge of love and
another one's in charge of war and another one's in charge of
messages and then... God has all power.

We ought to acknowledge, this isn't a section where God seems
to be saying, well, I've got the land, the devil has the waters. |
can't help you here. | like how the section begins. God has all
power. Yes, there are dangers on the waters he's going to go on
to describe those dangers, but | think we should acknowledge
God is all powerful and that's how the section began. He does
have all power. He can help people on the water. We sing about
that. Master the tempest is raging. We have hymns, we have
scriptures. We have times where God controls the elements or
the Savior walks on water, controls the water. | wouldn't want
to somehow create a false notion here that our heavenly Father
or Jesus Christ has land and the adversary has water. |, that's
not, | don't think what's going on in this section and the first
verse in and of itself is very clear on that God has all power.
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We use water in the sacrament. We baptize people in water.
This isn't why missionaries don't swim or whatever the case is.
Right.

There's other things going on. Now, what are some of those
other things in the section? If you look in verses 14, 15, 16, 17,
the Lord uses very specific phrases here. You'll notice in these
verses it's almost always last days references, end of days
apocalyptic. You'll notice in verse 16, behold, | the Lord in the
beginning blessed the waters, but in the last days by the mouth
of my servant John, | curse the waters. The days will come that
no flesh shall be safe upon the waters. It shall be said in days to
come none is able to go up to the land of Zion upon the waters,
but he that is upright in heart. Then in verse 17, again, | the Lord
in the beginning curse the land but in the last days have |
blessed it. This last days end of days references to the
apocalypse. That's probably what we're talking about with
water here.

References that exist in the book of Revelation or other places
to signs and wonders on the waters, not just this is why
missionaries don't swim or whatever the case is. There's some
apocalyptic things going on here and then if you look specifically
over in verse 18, you notice he narrows it down to just these
waters. | say unto you that thou shalt forewarn your brethren
concerning these waters, the Missouri River was a dangerous
river in Joseph's day. It wasn't easily navigated. There were
seasons of year when it wasn't safe to be on the Missouri River
on a boat. Some of these references in Section 61 are specific to
the time and the context in which the Lord is speaking. He's
talking about the Missouri River system and the dangers that
exist therein for someone who's traveling in a canoe. Then he
fast forwards to last days things.

This is not just a God controls the land and the devil controls the
water type idea. That's sometimes what the misunderstanding
that | think exists when people study this section. But that said,
it does teach them powerful things about our Heavenly Father.
It teaches that he has all power. You look in verse one, there's
other things that teaches about him. The Lord is from
everlasting to everlasting. He is Alpha and Omega. If you look in
verse two, he forgives sins. He's merciful to those who confess
their sins with a humble heart. If you look in verse 36, he is in
our midst. He has not forsaken us. While there's potential
misunderstanding in the section as people study it, | think it
teaches some powerful truth about who our heavenly Father
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and who his son Jesus Christ are and the powers and ways and
abilities they have to help us in time of need. Just as these
people had experienced a time of need when they were
journeying on the water

And it seems like the Lord to say, here's a small thing you're
dealing with, let's talk about that. Then let me teach you some
larger principles that seems to be part of his pattern.

These larger principles including his control over the elements,
his all power, his omnipotence. Then he does it again in the
middle of verse 22. I've told you how dangerous these waters
are but in verse 22, you still need to make a choice. I've warned
you about the waters, but you need to decide how are you
going to go? Are you going to go by water or land? Just know
that you have much greater likelihood of drowning in water
than you do drowning in land. That's what he's teaching them.

If someone were to say, what do | do about verses 14, 15, 16,
the days come of no waters. | think that's a good place to
practice your scripture study to go in and say, if he's not talking
about water in general, what could he be talking about? If
you're referencing the book of Revelation, that's a place where
you practice reading, like you said, Scott, apocalyptic literature
and saying, there's more here than I'm seeing. | need to go slow
and try to understand and you can really have a lot of
interesting insights when you do that.

| think it's appropriate to do that because in verse 14, the Lord
himself references John, it's not me who's making this
connection. It's the Lord himself who says, he draws John into
the conversation by the mouth of my servant John | curse the
waters. That points us to John's writings. That's where then you
expand. Well, what did John say about this? How did John
teach? Maybe importantly, what don't we know about these
passages and let's not go beyond what we do and don't know.

Yeah, it's a fun thing. | can already see myself going, Ooh, | want
to go over to the book of Revelation now. Spend some time
over there to see what, in fact, there's a reference in 14 B a
place to start. Revelation 8:10, and eight through 11. We can't
do it today. We've got a lot to do. | think this is a perfect
opportunity to say, alright, I'm going to dig in a little bit and see
what | can find. Scriptures usually pay off on an investment.
You'll find that they'll, what is it that Hugh Nibley said? They'll
wear you out long before you wear them out.
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