
“A Faithful, a Just, and a Wise Steward” 
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Podcast General Description: 

Follow Him: A Come, Follow Me Podcast with Hank Smith & John Bytheway 

Do you ever feel that preparing for your weekly Come, Follow Me lesson falls short? Join hosts Hank 
Smith and John Bytheway as they interview experts to make your study for The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints’ Come, Follow Me course not only enjoyable but original and educational. If you are 
looking for resources to make your study fresh, faithful, and fun--no matter your age--then join us every 
Wednesday. 

Podcast Episode Descriptions 

Part 1: 

What if building Zion isn't about sacrifice alone, but about offering your strengths to lift others? Sister 
Emily Utt examines how the Lord gathered Saints from all walks of life to Kirtland—uniting their 
education, talents, and willingness to consecrate—in order to help build a Zion community. 

Part 2: 

Sister Emily Utt explains that the work of building Zion involves each Saint consecrating not only what 
they relinquish, but also utilizing their unique gifts and resources in service to others. 
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Timecodes: 

 
Part 1 -  

● 00:00 - Part 1 - Sister Emily Utt 
● 05:08 John Taylor’s statement about possessing lands again 
● 06:51 Emily Utt’s bio 
● 09:46 Come, Follow Me Manual 
● 14:34 The Knight family and Colesville 
● 16:33 A historian’s view of the upcoming building of Zion 
● 22:11 What happens in Kirtland, Ohio, USA 
● 24:23 What is humble and contrite? 
● 28:20 Zion includes those that build and edify others 
● 29:29 A  poem found in the walls of the St. George Temple 
● 32:39 Lehman Copley’s farm 
● 34:24 Brigham Young’s view of Zion 
● 38:14 D&C 51:9 - Seek for unity 
● 41:16 Missionaries being sent to Missouri 
● 44:15 Preach on the way 
● 48:41 Lesser known people 
● 54:24 Reynolds Cahoon 
● 56:08 What historical content is available 
● 59:06 What do clerks and printers have to do with Zion? 
● 1:02:40 Education’s importance in Zion 
● 1:05:39 The Lord values every talent and skill 
● 1:09:35 End of Part 1 - Sister Emily Utt 

 
 
Part 2 - 

● 00:00 - Part 2 -  Sister Emily Utt 
● 01:14 Definition of Consecration 
● 04:53 First-time bishops 
● 07:40 Joseph Millet and brilliant acts of service 
● 09:49 D&C 57:4-5 - Purchase land, make legally work 
● 13:14 A spiritual store 
● 19:14 Eliza Snow, Zina Huntington Young, and women supporting others 
● 22:16 How to build Zion 
● 25:39 Single in Zion 
● 30:20 Belonging  
● 34:31 Everyone belongs in Zion 
● 38:31 Get to the temple 
● 43:52 Becoming Zion is hard work 
● 45:26 Sister Utt addresses ancient temple builders 
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● 47:55 History is beautiful and messy and Jesus is with them 
● 53:48 End of Part 2 - Sister Emily Utt 
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Hank Smith:  00:00:00 Coming up in this episode on followHIM. 

Sister Emily Utt: 00:00:03 For me as a coalition, that was really meaningful because I saw 
everybody around me having these grand ideas. You know, the 
only way to be successful in life is if you're a doctor or a lawyer, 
or I'm gonna start a tech company. I'm gonna change the world. 
Me little history major. I'm like, I'm gonna go take my 
Shakespeare comedy class now. I don't know. I felt such weight 
and pressure and guilt because I wasn't interested in that same 
track. 

Hank Smith: 00:00:38 Hello everyone. Welcome to another episode of followHIM. My 
name is Hank Smith. I am your host. I'm here with my faithful, 
just and wise co-host, John Bytheway. John, that's section 51 
verse 19, whoso is found a faithful just and wise steward, which 
also means cohost, shall enter into the joy of his Lord and shall 
inherit eternal life. How do you feel? 

John Bytheway: 00:01:04 I feel 0 outta three, but let's keep going. These are aspirations, 
right? 

Hank Smith: 00:01:09 Yep. One day we're gonna compile a list of all these adjectives 
for you. You can look at 'em every day. Here's your bar. John, 
Emily Utt comes highly recommended by the other historians 
who work for the church. I've had many say you haven't had 
Emily Utt on your podcast yet. What are you doing? Make sure 
you get Emily. We are in sections 51 through 57 today. John, 
when you think of the move to Kirtland and all that happens 
there, we're there for seven years, eight years almost. What do 
you think of when you think of Kirtland Ohio? 

John Bytheway: 00:01:47 I think of Carl Anderson. I think of America's sacred ground. This 
video that BYUTV made, I think of Steve Young's t-shirt and how 
a Super Bowl MVP, can move a road, which is a fascinating 
story. Another list of difficulties for the Saints is, okay, move to 
the Ohio, and as soon as they do, okay, but actually Zion's 
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gonna be over there, the back and forth of that, the difficulties 
in that. 

Hank Smith:  00:02:15  Emily, when you think of Kirtland, Ohio, I'm guessing you've 
been there a few times. What comes to mind? Tell us about 
how you feel about Kirtland, Ohio. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:02:25  I also think of Carl Anderson. Carl was my institute teacher. In 

John Bytheway:  00:02:29  No way. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:02:30  Cleveland as an undergraduate. When I think of Ohio, I think of 
a place that sets us on the foundation of who we are as people 
and as saints. I think of this place where we are just figuring out 
what in the world we're doing, what does it mean to become 
the children of God? I think of Ohio, and I think of a place that's 
going to set me on the path, and that's gonna give me the 
foundation to build something that will last for eternity. I think 
of covenant, I think of priesthood. I think of God's kingdom 
rolling forth on the earth. I also think of really good ice cream 
and pierogis, all of the things you can get in Cleveland. 

Hank Smith:  00:03:14  Yeah. That's so wonderful. Yeah, and so much has changed in 
the last year for Kirtland, Ohio. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:03:20  Yeah. It's been a crazy year in Kirtland with the acquisition of 
the Kirtland Temple and other historic properties. Any place 
where God speaks to his people and where that people become 
better becomes sacred, and so you walk the streets of Kirtland. 
There's a holiness there watching people trying and failing and 
trying again and failing again and having no idea what's going 
on. But they're gonna keep trying. 

Hank Smith:  00:03:48  They're gonna keep trying, and they're so new. For anyone 
listening, who's Carl Anderson? In our world, we call him Mr. 
Kirtland. Mr. Kirtland. Yeah. He's lived in Kirtland, and I think he 
knows every square foot of it. Right behind him is Joe Jackson. I 
think both of them would say, look, the church was organized in 
New York, but it was restored in Ohio, and of course, the jewel 
of Kirtland is that Kirtland temple, and it's not perfect. That's 
the thing I love about it. It's not a perfect building. When you 
visit it, you go, wow, how is this thing still standing? I love how 
the Lord says, I accept it. It's not perfect, but I accept it and I 
think of myself, Hank, you're not perfect, but I accept you. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:04:33  Yeah. I think about the enthusiasm they had when they built 
Kirtland. You have a bunch of people. Some of them are a little 
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bit older, they're a little more established. They're storekeepers. 
They have some cash, but you also have a lot of young kids who 
have no idea what they're doing. They've never built a house, 
let alone a house of the Lord. I walk into any of our sites really 
in Kirtland, especially in the temple, and I can see how little they 
actually knew, and I can see the enthusiasm with which they 
went and did it. Anyway, it's literally in the floorboards. 

Hank Smith:  00:05:08  And it's so applicable. I wanna read you both something that I 
haven't read on the show before. When the church acquired the 
Kirtland Temple, I immediately talked to my friend Alex Baugh, 
who wasn't as surprised as I was. He said, well, I kind of knew 
what was coming. He sent me a quote from 1882, this is John 
Taylor. He said, as a people or community, we can abide our 
time, but I will say to you, Latter-Day Saints, that there is 
nothing of which you have been despoiled by oppressive acts or 
mobocratic rule, but that you will again possess or your children 
after you, your rights in Ohio, your rights in Jackson, Clay, 
Caldwell, and Davies counties in Missouri will yet be restored to 
you. Your possessions of which you have been fraudulently 
despoiled in Missouri and Illinois, you will again possess and 
that without force or fraud or violence. Then this. Listen to this, 
the Lord has a way of his own in regulating such matters. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:06:15  There's also almost like an Old Testament component to that, 
that God will always redeem his people. No matter how long we 
wander in the wilderness, no matter if our lands are taken, 
God's covenant is always going to win. 

Hank Smith:  00:06:31  It will win out. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:06:32  He will always redeem his people. 

Hank Smith:  00:06:35  I really thought it was April Fools when one of my students 
came up and said, Hey, look at my phone. Guess what just 
happened? No way. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:06:43  I almost fainted when I found out. I was lying flat on the floor 
going, no way. This can't happen. 

Hank Smith:  00:06:51  I love it. John, Emily has never joined us before, shockingly to 
the historians of the church. Emily has never joined us before, 
so let's introduce her to the followHIM audience. 

John Bytheway:  00:07:02  Yeah. I know that we're both excited about having Emily on 
because she is a historic sites curator. We've seen some of 
those historic sites and we love seeing those historic sites, and 
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she's a curator there for the church history department, and for 
20 years she has been involved in preserving and sharing sacred 
places of the global church, including temples, meeting houses, 
and historic sites. As we've just talked about recently, her 
preservation work has taken place at the Manti, Utah Temple, 
Logan, Utah, Tabernacles. Those early tabernacles are just 
beautiful. The Kirtland Temple that we just talked about, the 
beehive house, she holds a bachelor's in history and religion 
from Case Western Reserve University, and a master's in 
Historic Preservation from Goucher College. Did I say that right? 
Goucher? 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:07:52  You said that right. 

John Bytheway:  00:07:53  Yeah. Go gauchos. Okay. I mean, what's the mascot? What are 
they? 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:07:58  Gophers. 

Hank Smith:  00:07:58  The gophers. 

John Bytheway:  00:08:00  Go Goucher gophers 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:08:00  The mascot is fear the gopher. 

John Bytheway:  00:08:04  Okay. We're gonna feel the gopher influence today. This is 
great. When she isn't in a hard hat and work boots at a 
construction site, I love this, you'll find her making fancy meals 
on backpacking trips. How do you do that? That, well, this is a 
whole nother topic, serving as ward organist and Oh, I love this 
part. Trying to find room in her house for yet another bookcase. 
Yes. I totally get that. What a fun, interesting, unique 
background. We're so excited to talk to you about how the 
physical objects you've seen relate to the spiritual things that 
are happening. Thank you, Emily, for joining us today. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:08:46  Any chance I have to talk about sacred place I'm gonna do it. 
This is great. 

Hank Smith:  00:08:51  Emily, without revealing too much that you can't reveal, tell us 
what you're working on now. What's the future for sites here in 
the next few years? 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:09:00  The future for sites is to help people connect. We are coming up 
on some major anniversaries in the next decade, all the way 
from the organization of the church to the dedication of the 
Kirtland Temple, so we're working on projects that are going to 
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help people connect in more powerful ways to those early 
events. So we're working on a project right now with the Hill 
Cumorah getting ready for the events of the Book of Mormon in 
the next few years. We're talking about some work in Missouri 
with everything between Farr West and Liberty and 
Independence. We're studying the Kirtland Temple. A year ago 
this wasn't on our radar, and now we're trying to figure out 
what the next 10 years of that building is gonna look like. It's 
gonna be great. 

Hank Smith:  00:09:46  Emily, we are in sections 51 through 57. I'm going to read from 
the Come, Follow Me manual, and then John and I are just 
excited to learn from you. I'm sure our listeners are as well. 
Here's how the manual begins. For church members in the 
1830s gathering the Saints and building the city of Zion were 
spiritual, as well as temporal labors with many practical matters 
to address. Someone needed to buy land where the saints could 
settle. Someone needed to print books and other publications, 
and someone needed to run a store to provide goods for people 
in Zion. In the revelations recorded in sections 51 through 57, 
the Lord appointed and instructed people to handle these tasks. 
But while skills and such things are needed in Zion, these 
revelations also teach that the Lord desires his saints to become 
spiritually worthy, to be called a Zion people, his people. He 
calls each of us to be a faithful, a just and a wise steward or co-
host. Good job, John. Having a contrite spirit standing fast in our 
appointed responsibilities, if we can do that regardless of our 
temporal skills, the Lord can use us to build Zion. I've noticed 
this theme is becoming stronger and stronger in the Doctrine & 
Covenants, building Zion. So Emily, how do you wanna start 
this? Do we need to go back and get some background? 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:11:09  Let's get some background. I think about this brand new 
fledgling church. They come out of New York. There's a couple 
hundred members, and the first missionary effort takes them 
through Ohio. Those first missionaries are on their way to 
Missouri to try to preach to the Indians, because these are 
religious seeking kind of people who have probably bounced 
around between churches. Some of them stop in to see their 
old minister in the Kirtland area. Now they're just having a 
conversation with old friends. Some of them get baptized very, 
very quickly. They hear the missionaries teach and the next day 
they're in the water. Others of them are gonna take a minute. In 
that group, you have people like Edward Partridge and Sidney 
Rigdon, Edward and Sidney actually traveled to New York to 
meet Joseph. They want to know is this guy for real? They meet 
him, and at the same time, Joseph then has revelations and 
says, go to the Ohio. What's so interesting for me is that there's 
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this utopian movement going on in the United States. Lots of 
people are joining utopian groups. You have the Shakers that 
are headquartered in the Cleveland area, even down to like 
Isaac Morley and the group in Kirtland that are trying to live 
communally. 

Hank Smith:  00:12:31  It's happening a lot. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:12:32  It's happening a lot. Everybody is doing this. I imagine some of 
them show up thinking, well, it's another utopian community, 
and if I like this one better, I'll stick with this one. Joseph is 
always thinking bigger. Utopian community is one thing. That's 
fine. We're going for the kingdom of God. In these first months 
in Kirtland, it's really how do we build the kingdom of God? And 
you have a bunch of random people. You have farmers and hat 
makers and blacksmiths, all of these guys. Okay, kingdom of 
God, let's do this. No idea what that means. 

Hank Smith:  00:13:11  Yeah. A bunch of new people saying, let's go. Let's move 
forward. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:13:14  You get guys in their twenties, you get guys in their fifties, this 
range of people who have never done this before. They don't 
know how God speaks, but they're gonna go anyway. 

Hank Smith:  00:13:24  Yeah, and Joseph Smith himself is what? 25? We can't forget 
that. Like imagine Sidney Rigdon meeting him going, he's 25. 
Okay. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:13:36  And he's uneducated. So Sidney Rigdon is this polished, 
professional, very intelligent preacher who has studied the 
Bible, who knows a lot, who has thought deeply about theology. 
He is somehow convinced by this 25-year-old kid. Yeah. Who 
just shows up and says, God speaks to me and I'm going to redo 
the entire theology of Christianity. Let's go. 

Hank Smith:  00:14:03  Yeah. Sidney Rigdon, I think is 10, 15 years older than him, and 
you're right. If you would say, who's gonna be the prophet? If 
you've just met the two, you'd be like, oh, it's gotta be Sidney. 
And yet it's this 25-year-old farmer, like you said, not fully 
educated. He's not dumb. He's a smart person, but just not 
educated. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:14:25  So on paper, he is not the person to lead a communal 
organization. He digs wells for a living. 

John Bytheway:  00:14:33  Right? 
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Sister Emily Utt:  00:14:34  makes barrels. You know about other families. There's a branch 
of the church from Colesville, New York that has joined. They're 
led by a man named Joseph Knight, who's also a little older, a 
little wiser, who puts his own reputation on the line to join this. 
He and all of the brand new Latter-day Saints agree to follow 
Joseph, and the revelation calls them to Ohio. I went to school 
in Cleveland and I'm from Utah. Why would I do that? And I 
read in the Doctrine & Covenants to go to the Ohio. So God will 
endow you with power from on high. 

Hank Smith:  00:15:08  Okay. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:15:09  Doctrine & Covenants says to do it. So 

Hank Smith:  00:15:11  That's you really 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:15:12  Like in scriptures and go, and I will go to the Ohio. 

Hank Smith:  00:15:14  Go to Ohio. 

John Bytheway:  00:15:16  It's so amazing to me. We talk about Joseph not formally 
educated, the followers, these early ones, they were not just 
gullible fools. They were smart people. Why would they do 
that? Unless there's really a spiritual confirmation of what 
they're doing. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:15:33  And I think too, a personal striving, they're looking for 
something that's going to change their lives. Building Zion, 
building the kingdom of God is not an easy proposition. It will 
ask everything of you. 

John Bytheway:  00:15:47  Everything you've got. Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:15:48  Everything you have and moving is the easy part. 

John Bytheway:  00:15:53  Ugh, which is so hard. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:15:57  You're asked to change your very heart. Learning how to live 
together in peace and learning how to overcome selfishness 
and your own interest and thinking that you know more than 
this kid. That's the real point of Zion. When God says, build my 
kingdom, he doesn't mean until it's hard. He means, build my 
kingdom, give me everything you have, and then give a little 
more and fight through and push through. When you are truly 
ready, God will redeem you. 
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Hank Smith:  00:16:33  Yeah. Wow. Emily, since we have you here and you're a 
historian for the church, let's take advantage of that. So the 
sections we're looking at are June and July of 1831. Let's pass 
that for just a second. Tell us what's going to happen in the next 
few years and then we'll come back. We move to Ohio and then 
what? 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:16:53  Within a few weeks of moving to Ohio, God says, I am going to 
build a literal Zion, a literal New Jerusalem. The place, the 
center place, Kirtland is your temporary stopping point. It will 
be a stake of Zion, but it is not the center place of Zion. 
Congratulations. Some of you that just got to Ohio are now 
moving to Missouri. 

John Bytheway:  00:17:17  I know 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:17:19  That is the place where God will come and he will greet his 
people at the second coming. 

Hank Smith:  00:17:24  Wow. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:17:25  So we need to go and get Zion ready. The physical Zion ready 
for God to come. 

Hank Smith:  00:17:31  And how far away is that compared to our move from New York 
to Ohio? 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:17:37  This move is very different. The move from New York to Ohio, 
they have roads, they have a canal 

Hank Smith:  00:17:44  All after that. Yeah, they have roads. Oh man. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:17:48  They have a boat. So when the saints move from New York to 
Ohio, they take the Erie Canal to Lake Erie and then take a boat 
and then just walk the last few miles. When God says, go to 
Missouri, he means good luck. Figure it out. There's no canal. If 
you can make it to a river, maybe, hopefully there's a river boat 
that will get you there. Or maybe you'll have to build a boat, or 
maybe you can get a horse, or maybe you can walk. Kirtland. 
There are settlements here. There are stores there, a town. 
There are people. So Edward Partridge is living in Paynesville. 
That's a settlement. That's a community. There's a village there. 
When they go to Missouri, there's an intersection. There is 
nothing. 

  00:18:42  Oh. So you can imagine many of these saints, like Edward 
Partridge is very prosperous. They're living in a fine big house. 
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Their lives are fairly easy. And when God tells him to go to 
Missouri, he gives everything up. And then he shows up in that 
town and it is lawless and frontier in the middle of nowhere. So 
imagine now build a house. Now they have to figure out where 
in the world are we going to get anything? I'm gonna have to go 
another a hundred miles back up river to find glass for the 
windows. It's just a totally different land. The other challenge 
you have in Missouri is that it is a part of the country that's 
pretty unsettled. It's on the edge of the frontier. If you go 
further west, you are out of the country. You're in full Indian 
territory. The only people that live further west from that are 
Indians or fur trappers. 

  00:19:37  There's nothing out there. It's mountain men. It's unknown. 
Lewis and Clark just wrapped up. This is a new, new place. 
What's interesting about that then is that as they're building 
Zion, they're literally building a community. They're laying out 
streets. They're building this town. And then trouble start, 
because you now have hundreds of people who think and 
believe and act the same way, churning up in an area where 
there are a multitude of opinions. And we immediately have 
conflict. In the years where we're in Kirtland and things are kind 
of calm, and we can build a temple and we can practice Zion 
there. In Missouri, they are constantly on the move. They live in 
like four different places, just trying to find a place that is 
peaceful enough to build a home. 

Hank Smith:  00:20:29  Wow. And they happen at the same time. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:20:32  Yeah. You'll hear a lot in the next sections of the Doctrine & 
Covenants, Joseph Smith and other church leaders are traveling 
back and forth. They're in Kirtland. They get a letter from 
Missouri. Then they have to go to Missouri and deal with the 
issue. And while they're in Missouri, they hear about an issue 
back home in Kirtland. They're just going back and forth. These 
revelations are happening while they're on the move. You'll 
notice in these sections, there's a gap of some time because it 
takes Joseph like three weeks to travel from Ohio to Missouri, 
which is what, a eight or nine hour drive now? 

Hank Smith:  00:21:06  Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:21:07  We do this in a day for Joseph. This is three weeks. What do you 
do when you have two communities going at once? 

Hank Smith:  00:21:14  Yeah, and they're pretty far apart. They can't email each other. 
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Sister Emily Utt:  00:21:19  They don't even have telegraph. This is horseback. This is 
steamboat. 

Hank Smith:  00:21:25  If you want an answer from Joseph Smith, it's gonna be months. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:21:29  Mm-hmm. 

Hank Smith:  00:21:29  If you write a letter. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:21:31  Yeah. 

Hank Smith:  00:21:32  We are so used to shooting off a message. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:21:35  We need an answer today. I think about somebody was mean to 
me at church today, and I can go talk to my bishop right after 
church and get it sorted out. You can't do that in Missouri in 
1831. You have to work through it. 

Hank Smith:  00:21:50  They're figuring it out. Wow. If I was looking at this almost like a 
visual, we have one line New York, and then we split into two. 
'cause we have two church centers, Ohio and Missouri. But then 
we all end up in Missouri. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:22:07  We all end up in Missouri for just a few months. 

Hank Smith:  00:22:11  Okay. So what happens in Kirtland. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:22:13  The Saints build the temple in 1836 and dedicate that by 1837, 
the church is starting to get involved a little bit more in 
domestic tax kinds of things. Joseph Smith starts a bank, and 
then the panic of 1837 happens. The United States goes into a 
recession. Now, church members who are entering the bank, 
because Joseph Smith is the prophet and told them it's a good 
idea, they've now lost their money. It's not a safe place in 
Kirtland. So suddenly in 1837 and 1838, there is an immense 
season of saints leaving and some of those saints get pretty 
antagonistic about the church writing letters, publishing things 
in the newspaper, trying to convince people that those Joseph 
followers are up to no good. They took my money, they've 
forced me to move. How dare they. To relieve the tension 
Joseph moves to Missouri and the saints that are staying faithful 
move with him. But that doesn't last long because he ends up in 
1838, 39 in Liberty jail because all the conflicts that are 
happening in Missouri are going very badly, too. Tensions with 
the neighbors are rising. By 1839, all of those saints who had 
moved to Missouri are now picking up again and moving back 
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east a little bit to Illinois. So by 1839, they're in what would 
become Nauvoo. 

Hank Smith:  00:23:47  Emily. Thank you. You walked us through Ohio to Nauvoo and 
gave us some things to look forward to. So now let's go back to 
these sections. We've been in Ohio just a few months. We've 
identified Zion. Can we hold in on to section 51, 52? Should we 
go there now? 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:24:06  Let's do it. 

Hank Smith:  00:24:07  Okay. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:24:08  What I found really interesting as I studied these sections this 
time is this idea of how in the world do we learn to live 
together? 

John Bytheway:  00:24:17  That was the topic of family night, just the other night. Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:24:23  How do we do this? So there are bits of this that are things we 
need to do internally to be called God's people. And then there 
are things we need to do externally to be called God's people. 
And I see in these sections that combination of both a phrase 
that really stuck out to me this time, I didn't even go back and 
count. I should have. How many times the Lord commanded 
them to have a contrite spirit. It came up over and over and 
over again in almost every single one of these sections. The only 
way this is going to work is if you are humble, contrite, and you 
listen to me. 

Hank Smith:  00:25:05  Can we define contrite for those of us who are going, am I 
contrite? 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:25:10  I actually got back into the Hebrew. 

Hank Smith:  00:25:12  Oh, okay. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:25:14  Contrite is the same word used in Isaiah 53 talking about Christ. 
For he was bruised for our iniquities is the same word as 
contrite. A contrite heart is one that is bruised. It is humbled. It 
knows that the only strength and power I have is from God. A 
contrite heart to me is a constantly repentant heart. A heart 
that is always churning to God, always changing, always looking 
at God. What else do you want from me? For me, a contrite 
heart is a heart that's trying to become like Christ's heart, 
always seeking to do the will of God. 
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John Bytheway:  00:26:02  I remember reading that the idea of contrition is like being 
crushed. That idea appears so often. The broken heart, the 
contrite spirit, that the sacrifice God requires is a broken heart 
and contrite spirit. And I love what you said, Emily. This will 
work if. If you go in thinking, I'm ambitious, I'm gonna build my 
property. I'm gonna be more about me. It won't work. But I love 
what is in verse nine. Let every man deal honestly, be alike 
among this people, receive alike that you may be one even as I 
have commanded you. Otherwise it won't work. 

Hank Smith:  00:26:40  I'm looking at these sections. You're right. I'm seeing over and 
over. I'm just marking it with a little green highlighter. If they're 
contrite before me, you shall have power to give the Holy Spirit. 
Wo unto you poor men whose hearts are not broken, whose 
spirits are not contrite, whose bellies are not satisfied. The next 
one, whose spirits are contrite for they shall see the kingdom of 
God. He that prayeth, whose spirit is contrite, the same is 
accepted of me. He that speaketh, whose spirit is contrite, 
whose language is meek and edifieth, the same is of God. It is, 
it's over and over. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:27:15  I love in section 52: 15 and 16. Wherefore, he that prayeth, 
whose spirit is contrite the same is accepted of me. If he obey 
my ordinances, he that speaketh, whose spirit is contrite, whose 
language is meek and edifieth, the same is of God. If he obey my 
ordinances, there's this connection here that if we need a 
humble and a bruised and a broken heart, and we need to 
speak well of others, and we need to be obedient, that's the 
only way Zion's going to happen. That's the only way our wards 
are going to function today. That if we come into a Sunday 
school lesson or a sacrament meeting talk to show everyone 
how much smarter we are, or we have all the answers, or if we 
walk into church thinking we know better than our bishop, 
we're going to get into trouble. But if we walk into church 
saying, Bishop, I don't like what you did there, but let's talk 
through it and find a way to God together. Or, I really didn't love 
that thing you said in Sunday School, let's talk and learn to 
understand each other. That's Zion. 

Hank Smith:  00:28:27  I love that. Whose language is meek and edifies. How do you 
speak? Do you build in the way you speak of others and to 
others. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:28:37  It's so easy to tear down, especially these Kirtland revelations. 
These people are being asked to do some very hard things and 
they're being asked to give up the things that had made them 
successful to seek something higher. That's hard. And if you can 
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find a way to speak well of somebody else, you're going to be so 
much better. 

Hank Smith:  00:28:57  I like what you said earlier, the moving's the easy part. Not that 
it's easy, but it is the easier part of becoming Zion. Moving to 
Zion, pretty straightforward becoming Zion. That's gonna take a 
while. It's gonna take a lot of stretching. There's this story, I, I 
don't know who it is. I think Brigham Young is speaking to 
someone who is trying to make a little money off of Zion. The 
quote is, whose kingdom are you trying to build? Your own or 
the Lord's? Almost as if you can't do both. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:29:29  A few years ago when we were working on the St. George 
Temple, we found some of the carpenters had written poetry 
and stuck it in the walls of the temple, which is really cool. 

Hank Smith:  00:29:38  Wow. 

John Bytheway:  00:29:39  Wow. How cool. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:29:41  Two of them wrote their family history down. One of them 
forgot to write down one of his daughters, which is awkward. 
I'm sure he loved her. 

Hank Smith:  00:29:49  Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:29:50  But my favorite was a poem by a relatively new convert of the 
church. He had joined the church in 1872, and in 1876, he's now 
in St. George working as a carpenter. He's a storekeeper. He has 
no business being in St. George in the wall of the temple. Let me 
just read you this poem. He said, whatever be my failings and 
desires to thee, oh Lord, my heart, be firm and true. Thy law, my 
law, whatever God requires this be my hope, his loving will to 
do and whatsoever I love with act or breath. If I should love 
thee less than how I can remember me, oh Lord, in life or death 
as one that ever loves his fellow man. 

John Bytheway:  00:30:33  Wow. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:30:34  That's by a man named Joseph Townsend who wrote other 
hymns that people know and love and sing every week in 
church that encapsulates that idea of a contrite heart becoming 
Zion. The I am going to fail all the time, but remember God that 
I tried. I tried to love people more than I loved my own interest. 

Hank Smith:  00:30:57  Did you say you found that? 
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Sister Emily Utt:  00:30:59  We found that in the walls of the St. George Temple. 

Hank Smith:  00:31:01  So he wasn't writing it. Hey, I'll get famous here, publish a great 
poem. This one was to God. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:31:08  That was his prayer in the wall of the temple. 

Hank Smith:  00:31:10  He wasn't thinking there's gonna be a podcast in 2025 that 
yeah, they're gonna read that. Yeah. Yeah. What a beautiful 
thing. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:31:19  I like to think, if I got to leave something in the wall of the 
temple, what would I leave? What would be my testimony? Just 
to God. 

Hank Smith:  00:31:28  I'm jealous of your job. Which I don't think is Zion so I have to 
check myself there. 

John Bytheway:  00:31:34  I like Emily that you said that. I tried. I'm trying. We have talked 
a lot, Hank, haven't we, about the difference between being 
willing and able. 

Hank Smith:  00:31:44  Mm-hmm. 

John Bytheway:  00:31:44  Because we're not called able very often. Yeah. God is able, we 
can be willing. That's it. We just keep trying. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:31:51  I love then in section 52 where he starts calling all these 
missionaries. Some of them accept the call, some of them don't, 
and some of them have new assignments made because some 
of them received a call and said, I don't wanna go to Missouri. 
Or some of them got the call and said, does that really have to 
be my companion? 

John Bytheway:  00:32:12  Okay. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:32:13  Can't I go with that other guy? He's a little better. They're 
working through this. We're all doing that same thing. We get a 
calling from God and we're like, but did you mean that? Isn't 
there a different way? Yeah. 

Hank Smith:  00:32:25  I'm in. Yeah. Now go to Missouri. Ooh. Ooh. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:32:28  That's no. 

Hank Smith:  00:32:29  Yeah, I mean when I said I was in, I meant like in meaning I'm 
gonna stay here in Ohio and I have that same attitude. Ugh. 
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Sister Emily Utt:  00:32:39  I think this happens this section because the Colesville Saints in 
Section 51 are being asked to move to a man named Leman 
Copley's farm. Right. He had been a Shaker. He joins the church. 
He's all gung ho. Section 49 is the section to the Shakers and 
Leman Copley is with them, and they go read that section to his 
congregation. 

John Bytheway:  00:33:01  Yikes. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:33:01  It doesn't go well. 

John Bytheway:  00:33:02  It doesn't go well. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:33:03  And suddenly Leman is now like, no. 

Hank Smith:  00:33:06  I'm not in. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:33:08  I'm not in. I was so excited to have you live on my farm, but this 
is too hard. You're asking me to choose. And he kicks them off 
his farm. The aftermath of section 49, that section to the 
Shakers is the saints from Colesville who moved to Ohio with 
such faith now being commanded to move on because they 
don't have a place to live anymore. 

John Bytheway:  00:33:30  Hadn't they started improving the land and the Copley farm 
building fences and things. They had already put some sweat 
equity in improving it and then had to leave. And it's beautiful 
out there. 

Hank Smith:  00:33:44  I noticed a phrase and four years ago, John, we were studying 
this. This was pointed out in section 51, verse 17, I think, is that 
to the saints on Copley's farm, he says, and the hour and the 
day is not given unto them. Wherefore, let them act upon this 
land as for years, almost like the Lord is saying, as if you're 
gonna be here for years. It's almost like he knew. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:34:08  Yeah. 

John Bytheway:  00:34:08  Mm-hmm. 

Hank Smith:  00:34:10  He knew that Copley was going to back out, but he didn't say so 
right here. He just said, yes, stay on this farm as if you're gonna 
be here a long time. Like, wait, what do you mean as if we're 
gonna be here for a long time? 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:34:24  There's this great quote from Brigham Young where he talks 
about if you wait for Zion to happen before you start building it, 
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you'll never be ready for Zion. Build the Zion you want to live in. 
And then if you have to leave a week later, guess what? You are 
Zion and the principles you learned go with you. The physical 
part of Zion should be the easy part, like build a farm, build 
something beautiful because it will teach you the skills to be 
ready for God's kingdom. The saints at Leman Copley's farm. 
You might be there 10 years, you might be there a week, but 
live your life as if you're going to be here forever. Because if 
you're gonna be here a hundred years, in a hundred years, you'll 
have that tree planted. That's beautiful. But if you're here a 
week, you'll still have learned what Zion looks like. 

Hank Smith:  00:35:13  Yeah. John, you've taught me a phrase. God gets his work done 
through the people and he gets his people done through the 
work. 

John Bytheway:  00:35:23  Yeah. That was a saying, and I don't know where he got it from 
my beloved Mission President Menlo F. Smith used to say, the 
Lord gets the work done through his people and his people 
done through the work. All these things they're going through 
are refining them. 

Hank Smith:  00:35:39  I think that's what you're saying, Emily, right, is in building Zion, 
you become it. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:35:44  It doesn't matter where you live because Zion will go with you. 
It's you. It is that thing itself. What I love, even studying like 
historic tabernacles of the church or historic temples like the 
Salt Lake temple. Imagine if they showed up in 1853, in 1854 
and said, alright, I'm gonna give you one day in 10 for the next 
six months, and then my turn on the temple is finished, or my 
turn on the tabernacle is finished and I'll let somebody else 
finish it. We would still be building the Salt Lake temple if we 
had lived with that attitude for these saints. You build the 
building and then you find God in it. So they can sit in that 
tabernacle and look up in that building and go, I built this. I 
helped build it. And now generations after me will know God 
because of me. Wow. That kind of connection that the things 
we do right now may not seem significant to us, but if we do 
them well, it will bless generations to come. 

Hank Smith:  00:36:45  Yeah. And I bet you feel that Emily, as you walk through these 
buildings. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:36:49  Yeah. 

Hank Smith:  00:36:50  Do you feel them? 
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Sister Emily Utt:  00:36:51  Well, I mean, I know their names. I know their pictures. I joke 
that I could probably tell which ones I'd be friends with and 
which ones would be a little harder for me personally to get 
along with. I mean, any of us that can visit a sacred place that 
you can feel that kind of connection, that sense that they did 
this for us, even if they never lived to see it completed. The 
saints that helped build the Kirtland temple were there for just 
a few months after, and then left. The Saints that built the 
Nauvoo temple and were endowed and then just walked away. 

Hank Smith:  00:37:25  But Zion was them. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:37:27  Zion was them. The power of the sealing covenant went with 
them. 

Hank Smith:  00:37:31  Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:37:32  So the power of the endowment went with them across the 
plains and gave them the strength they needed to keep going 
and keep moving and then build it again and build another 
temple, and then build another temple. Forgive and move on 
and work hard and do it again and again and again. These 
revelations that feel so distant in time from us are very present 
because be a just and wise steward. Have a broken heart. Serve 
me, help build the kingdom, move, accept that mission call. Do 
those things and Zion will go with you. 

Hank Smith:  00:38:14  I have a comment and a question in section 51 verse nine. The 
Lord says, let every man deal honestly and be alike among this 
people and receive alike that you may be one. That is a phrase 
from John 17, the great intercessory prayer. Here's the Lord 
heading to his atoning sacrifice in the garden and on the cross. 
He's praying for you and I, for the apostles, for everyone who 
believes on the apostles. And this is his prayer that they may be 
one. If I'm the adversary, and that's the Savior's one prayer, and 
I know what I'm going to do. I'm gonna seek to divide. When we 
think of Satan controlling the earth, it's division, war, people 
against people. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:39:06  The signs of the times that scare me the most are the ones that 
say people will be divided against each other. Because when we 
are united in purpose and united in love, you are unstoppable 
as a society. But when you are pointing fingers or saying, well, if 
that guy would've done a better job, we wouldn't be in this 
mess. That's when problems happen. 
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Hank Smith:  00:39:31  Yeah. John, what does the Lord frequently say to the saints 
about Joseph? Your eyes... 

John Bytheway:  00:39:36  It's coming up in 67, your eyes have been upon Joseph and his 
language you have known and his imperfections you have 
known. This also you have known, but read the revelations. 
There's no imperfection in them. Yeah. I just love the idea. 
You're looking at the wrong thing guys. If you're trying to find 
imperfection in Joseph, you'll find it. 

Hank Smith:  00:39:55  In the Book of Mormon. It's stir their souls up in anger against 
that which is good. Fault finding. 

John Bytheway:  00:40:04  There's online tools for stirring today. What are we upset about 
today? Let's check my feed, right? 

Hank Smith:  00:40:10  Yep. Isn't this awful? Yeah, it's awful. Let's all gang up on this 
person and attack them. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:40:17  52 verse four. Inasmuch as they are faithful unto me, it shall be 
made known unto them what they shall do. And inasmuch as 
they are not faithful, they shall be cut off even as I will as 
seemeth me good. So if we are faithful, God will lead us. And if 
we are not, we will be cut off. It's the great pride that all of us 
deal with in these sections. I see a lot of this. When we are 
turning to God, he will deliver us. I love in section 56, the 
fatness of the Earth will be ours. We will have everything. But if 
we are disobedient, if we are prideful, if we stir up contention, if 
we try to make God do our will, 

Hank Smith:  00:41:01  Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:41:01  We will be cut off. It will fail. If we're trying to get God to 
conform to our will, this whole thing is not gonna happen. But if 
we go to his will, the fatness of the earth is happening. 

Hank Smith:  00:41:16  And can you trust that Emily, with these missionaries, he's 
calling them in pairs here. What's he calling them to do? Is this 
the mission to Missouri? The one we haven't been there yet. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:41:28  This mission in Missouri is really to help set up this society and 
the kingdom that's coming. The first missionaries have already 
been to Missouri. They've scouted out what's happening. But 
this group is really going to organize to physically get Zion 
ready. And you need a whole lot of people with a whole variety 
of skills to show up to get the city ready so the rest of the saints 
can follow along behind. 
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Hank Smith:  00:41:58  Oh, okay. So already there, I think, if I remember right, is Oliver 
Cowdery, Parley P. Pratt, John, help me out. 

John Bytheway:  00:42:05  Ziba Peterson, and was it Peter Whitmer Jr. 

Hank Smith:  00:42:09  Okay. So they're already out there and the Lord is saying, okay, 
let's take more out there. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:42:14  Yeah. So the scouting party is gone, and now the advance 
company is on its way. Okay, we're gonna lay out the city, we're 
gonna buy some land. We're gonna set up a store, we're gonna 
start getting something. So when the rest of the saints arrive, 
they're not showing up to nothing. They have a place to go to. 

Hank Smith:  00:42:34  The Lord says, Thomas, you're with Ezra. Edward, you're with 
Martin. Sidney and Joseph, you're together. David, you're with 
Harvey. Parley you're with Orson. When I read this with my 
boys, it's not just a bunch of names. It's you two are going 
together and you're walking to Missouri. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:42:52  And preach the gospel along the way, by the way, so it's this 
idea that you have the priesthood, you have been called of God. 
So no matter where you are, open your mouth. Don't just go to 
Zion, take Zion with you, find converts, find people, and along 
the way, preach the word of God. Find those pure in heart, 
those people that are ready to join. Then Zion will not only be in 
you, but Zion will be in the traveling company and on that entire 
journey West. 

Hank Smith:  00:43:27  John, when I've given church history tours, this is June , I would, 
if the Lord's saying, Hey, I want you to walk to Missouri, I'd be 
like, can't I wait till September? Right. It's... 

John Bytheway:  00:43:37  Yeah. 

Hank Smith:  00:43:38  It's a little bit nicer weather. 

John Bytheway:  00:43:40  When it's hot in Missouri. Ooh, it's really warm. 

Hank Smith:  00:43:43  Yeah. 

John Bytheway:  00:43:45  I'm looking at my late father's scriptures, and I'm seeing, by the 
way, highlighted in verse 8, 9, 10, 22, 23, 25, 26, and 27. Preach 
by the way, preach by the way. Preach by the way. So I know 
Smith shows up a lot in restoration history. There's a few by the 
way, by the way, along the way. 
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Sister Emily Utt:  00:44:06  Section 52 is yours. Congratulations. 

John Bytheway:  00:44:09  Yeah. It's got a lot of by the way in there, I'm like, yeah, my dad 
marked 'em all. It's funny. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:44:15  I also love, in this revelation, he tells them what to preach. In 
verses nine, and then I think in 36, let them journey from hence 
preaching the word by the way, saying none other things than 
that which the prophets and apostles have written and that 
which is taught them by the Comforter through the prayer of 
faith. And he says that again in verse 36. You teach the apostles 
and the prophets, you don't teach your own doctrine. You don't 
teach the thing that you brought with you when you joined us 
from the Shakers or the Campbellites. You don't preach Sidney 
Rigdon's church. You preach the prophet. 

John Bytheway:  00:44:52  Interesting. Good insight. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:44:54  And then of section 53, I think he goes into a little bit more 
detail in verse three, in the revelation to Sidney Gilbert, take 
upon you my ordination, even that of an Elder to preach faith 
and repentance and remission of sins according to my word, 
and the reception of the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands. 

John Bytheway:  00:45:12  First principles right there. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:45:14  You teach the basics because the basics is how Zion happens. 
You preach faith in God, you preach repentance, you preach... 
So repentance you preach that churning, you preach humility, 
preach that God will forgive you of all of the things that are 
keeping you from him. That is the word of the prophet. That's 
what's going to get you to Zion, and that's what's gonna get you 
converted. 

Hank Smith:  00:45:41  I've joked with my students that when Jesus comes again, and 
you're not quite sure if it's him, see what he talks about first, 
right? If he starts with, I have a message about faith, 
repentance, and baptism, you can go, okay, it's him. That's what 
he speaks about. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:45:58  I'm not gonna be ready for the deep doctrine because I'm still 
figuring out faith, repentance, and baptism. Right? Until I get 
that done. Really understanding faith and repentance is the 
deepest thing we can know. 
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Hank Smith:  00:46:11  Emily, how does this mission go? We can't go through all of 
these companionships, but do they just take off and go? They 
just, they're like, okay, here we go. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:46:22  Some of them do and some of them don't. There's actually 
some of the other sections in this, this group of scriptures this 
week. Some of them deny the call, say, I'm not going, and so 
some of them actually get new assignments. God's like, okay, 
well, you said no, so now I'm going to give your calling to 
somebody else. This section is a verse that a friend taught me 
back when I was a student in Ohio that has stuck with me about 
how we do this in verse 33 of section 52, yea verily I say, let all 
these take their journey into one place in their several courses, 
and one man shall not build upon another's foundation, nor 
journey on another's track. I love that verse because I 
remember as a young, timid missionary, I was gonna be so like, 
don't make me talk to people. I'll just follow along and my 
companion and I will join another companionship. I'll let them 
do all the talking. 

Hank Smith:  00:47:16  Right. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:47:17  And imagine if that had happened in their journey to Missouri. 
Now you have 30 missionaries all traveling together and not 
actually talking to anybody. 

Hank Smith:  00:47:25  Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:47:26  For me, that idea of do not travel in another's, try it out, spread 
it out. For me as a coalition, that was really meaningful because 
I saw everybody around me having these grand ideas, you 
know, the only way to be successful in life is if you're a doctor or 
a lawyer, or I'm gonna start a tech company and I'm gonna 
change the world, and me, little history major, I'm like, I'm 
gonna go take my Shakespeare comedy class now. I don't know, 
and I felt such weight and pressure and guilt because I wasn't 
interested in that same track. That reminder for me as a college 
student was, it doesn't matter how you get there. The goal is 
Zion, don't copy another guy because his path seems to be the 
right path. Take your own path. 

Hank Smith:  00:48:16  And they're all gonna end up in the same place. But take your 
path. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:48:20  Yeah, find your own way. Don't compare yourself that my path 
is not getting me somewhere because it's not Joseph's path or 
Sidney Rigdon's path. Find my own path. Those that accepted 
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the call got to Missouri. They just spread out and they touched 
people's lives in different ways. 

Hank Smith:  00:48:41  Emily, since we have you here, I'm gonna read off some of these 
names and if you wanna talk about some of them, we can't talk 
about all of them, but we've got Thomas B. Marsh, Ezra Thayre. 
Ezra Booth I know becomes an interesting character. Isaac 
Morley, we've talked about him. Edward Partridge, who's my 
restoration hero, Martin Harris, we definitely have talked about 
him. Harvey Whitlock, David Whitmer, I don't know. Harvey 
Whitlock, Parley Pratt. Orson Pratt. We've at least talked about 
Parley quite a bit. Solomon Hancock, Simeon Carter, Edson 
Fuller, Jacob Scott, Levi Hancock. We've mentioned him. I won't 
go all the way through. Is there anyone in here you want to talk 
about Emily as a historian? Anyone come to life? 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:49:21  What I love about these, they are such a diverse group of 
people. Harvey Whitlock is younger than Joseph, which is saying 
something, if you could be younger, Edward Partridge is wildly 
successful, a decade older. Even among that other group, 
Lyman White, who would go on to become an apostle is about 
the same age as Edward Partridge, John Murdoch. This is the 
man whose wife died giving birth to twins. Just at the same time 
that Emma Smith lost twins at birth, Emma and Joseph adopt 
Joseph Murdoch's twins. That's that story that will become 
relevant in a few years. Thomas B. Marsh is about five years 
older than Joseph, goes on to be a significant leader in the 
church. Some of these men are faithful all the way to Utah. 
Some of them learn and find a way and stick with it. Some of 
them, Edward Partridge gave up so much for the church dies in 
Nauvoo. 

  00:50:25  Newell Knight dies on the journey west to Utah. Some of these 
men don't survive the doctrinal tussle that happens when the 
Kirtland bank fails and leaves the church in 1837. The more you 
study these men, the more you see. These are people that are 
very much just like us. These are normal, common, average 
folks, and some of them go on to names that are writ large in 
church history, and some just kind of fade away. One of them, 
Simonds Ryder, we hear his name a little bit. He flames bright 
and then burns out very, very quickly. He's joining the church in 
June, 1831, and by September he's out. It's just too much, so 
you get this whole diversity of people. If Simonds Ryder flames 
out, your Edward Partridges burn slow and steady and calm. 
Then you have a Sidney Rigdon who goes through terrible things 
later on in Kirtland, and because of his early allegiance to 
Joseph. Joseph keeps him because he is such an influential, 
wonderful voice. He ends up in Liberty, has a probably a 
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traumatic brain injury from the tar and feathering at the 
Johnson Farm. These are amazing people, but again, very much 
common, normal farmers, bookkeepers, the standard folk. 

Hank Smith:  00:52:01  And then to be paired up with someone, we do that in our 
church. Luckily, I get paired up with John Bytheway quite a bit. I 
don't know if it's lucky for him, but it's lucky for me, but I can 
see Solomon saying, Simeon snores. That's gonna be a long trip. 
John, I really like you, but I like Sara more and if they said, 
you're gonna be gone here for the next couple of months, I'd 
think, oh, I'm gonna leave my family. 

John Bytheway:  00:52:28  Yeah. 

Hank Smith:  00:52:29  And maybe middle of the summer I've got work. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:52:33  You want me to do what? With who? 

Hank Smith:  00:52:36  Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:52:38  Some mission companions you are just best friends with, and 
you love them your whole life, and others are tremendous 
learning opportunities, chances for growth. You have all of that 
and that these are people with jobs. They're now being asked to 
leave their work. Most of them are married. They have children, 
and there's even a risk that because this is the frontier, maybe 
they don't come back. Maybe you get cholera on the way. 
Maybe your boat capsizes, maybe something goes terribly 
wrong. So what we think of as a nice easy, oh, I'm just driving a 
few hours for these people. This is, this may be life and death at 
all times. What am I willing to do? 

Hank Smith:  00:53:24  Yeah. So when we see those who couldn't do it, let's be careful 
in the way we... 

John Bytheway:  00:53:28  Right. 

Hank Smith:  00:53:30  Well, I would've done it. Would you? Would you have done it? 
Because they don't know how this is gonna work out. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:53:35  And then they're out there in the Missouri heat. Whenever I'm 
in Missouri in August and July, I'm like, is this really Zion? This 
feels 

Hank Smith:  00:53:43  Me too. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:53:44  painful. 
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Hank Smith:  00:53:46  Oh yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:53:46  And tempers flare. You get out there, you're a long way from 
home, you're probably tired and hungry and your feet hurt. 

Hank Smith:  00:53:53  Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:53:54  Then you run into somebody who's yelling at you, and I don't 
know if I could keep my calm and be Christlike when my mission 
companion is snoring way too loud. 

Hank Smith:  00:54:03  Yeah. You've gotten on my nerves after a while and I say 
something in anger and, oh, 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:54:11  Can you stop chewing your food? You're just annoying me. 

Hank Smith:  00:54:16  Oh, John, you're so good with that. I know I annoy you and you 
just smile and nod. 

John Bytheway:  00:54:24  I don't know what you're talking about, but yeah. If I snore. I 
was looking at verse 30. I just thought that we should mention 
Reynolds Cahoon. I had a Cahoon roommate at BYU and a lot of 
these Cahoons settled up in Alberta. Reynolds Cahoon is the 
one whose son was named what? Hank. 

Hank Smith:  00:54:47  Mahonri Moriancumer . 

John Bytheway:  00:54:49  Yeah. 

Hank Smith:  00:54:50  We talked about this a lot last year. Yeah. This is just such a fun 
story. And then remember the other couple said, uh, we're okay 
not getting a blessing or maybe blessed by Joseph. We're gonna 
go out. Yeah, right after they hear that one. Mahonri 
Moriancumer. Emily, thanks for bringing this to life, because 
you might read these and just think these are just names. I can 
see my boys going through this and just saying, do I have to 
read all these? Just a bunch of names, but when you stop, you 
like, these are people, they're real people with jobs and families 
and fears. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:55:22  Yeah. A lot of these names are on the Joseph Smith Papers 
website, so there's biographical sketches of a lot of people 
mentioned in the Doctrine & Covenants. If listeners are 
interested in learning more about them, they can go to the 
Joseph Smith Papers and get little snippets, and if you're lucky, 
a photograph and actually get a sense of who they are. Then 
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you have a competition of who had the best beard and who 
really needed a haircut. Right. And all of that. 

John Bytheway:  00:55:49  The resources that we have today are so incredible, aren't they? 
We recently attended something at the Church History Library 
as they showed us some of the resources available to 
everybody, to anybody who has an internet connection to go on 
and read these little bios and make this all real. 

Hank Smith:  00:56:08  Emily, how much content is available for the historians of the 
church? 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:56:14  I could spend the rest of my life reading every document of the 
church history library and still not get through it all. 

John Bytheway:  00:56:20  Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:56:21  Yeah. It's amazing. You can go look it up and you can read it for 
yourself. 

Hank Smith:  00:56:27  The actual document, right? 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:56:29  Yeah. You can hold the actual thing. Kind of. And know these 
people, and not only Joseph, but so many of these others, the 
Edward Partridge Papers have been published and the Wilford 
Woodruff Papers are being published, and you can learn about 
them from them, which is just remarkable. 

John Bytheway:  00:56:48  Yeah. Emily, I'm glad you're talking about this because I think 
we might get the impression that, oh, the little library app on 
my phone is the same. Almost every time you look at it, 
something else has been added. 

Hank Smith:  00:57:04  Yeah. 

John Bytheway:  00:57:04  There's something new, or things have been reorganized a little 
bit, and they are still in the process, as you just said, of doing 
more, even making it searchable. So people should go in there 
and spend some time. Look at what's there because they might 
not even be aware of what's there. It'll change next month. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:57:25  Mm-hmm and I love so many of those resources. I know the 
people that write them. These are faithful Latter-day Saints, and 
these are scholars. It's so wonderful to see them combining 
these two aspects of themselves and finding faithful ways to 
talk about really complex, complicated human stories that are 
accurate. 
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John Bytheway:  00:57:50  They're trustworthy. That's another good thing about that. 
They're scholars and you can trust what they're gonna say, and 
they're being transparent. They're telling it like it is. Like you 
said, complicated, difficult lives of people, their ups and downs. 
Good thing we're not complicated at all, and we don't have any 
ups and downs, huh? 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:58:07  So black and white and straightforward I am. 

John Bytheway:  00:58:09  Right. 

Hank Smith:  00:58:10  A hundred percent good every second. Emily, this has been 
fantastic so far. I love it when these people come to life. Their 
names are in black and white, but you're helping us see this in 
color, which is really fun. John Emily is very busy. She's not able 
to listen to a lot of podcasts, but her brother Kevin, does listen 
to a few. Emily, I extended the invitation and you, did you send 
a text to Kevin? Is that what happened? 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:58:40  I texted him right as I got the email from you. He called me 
about one minute later, like breathless with excitement. 

Hank Smith:  00:58:48  And that pushed you over. You said, okay, I gotta do it. 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:58:50  I mean, I have to earn some credit in the family to appear on a 
podcast. So 

Hank Smith:  00:58:56  Yeah. So Kevin, we know you work at BYU. We gotta tell you we 
love you, and thank you for getting Emily on our show. It's been 
fantastic so far. 

John Bytheway:  00:59:05  Yes. 

Hank Smith:  00:59:06  So Emily, we still have some more sections to cover. 54 through 
57. What do you want to do? 

Sister Emily Utt:  00:59:11  I like to ask this question about these sections. What in the 
world do store clerks and printers have to do with Zion? Zion is 
this doctrine, Zion is the pure in heart. Why in the world are we 
now talking about agents purchasing land and getting licenses 
and getting a clerk? I like to think about how much of life Zion 
encompasses. Zion is the kingdom of God. What matters to God 
in his kingdom. I love in section 51, they talk about we're gonna 
build storehouses. We're going to take care of the poor because 
that is Zion. In section 55, WW Phelps and Oliver Cowdery are 
commanded to select books for children's education. What in 
the world does that have to do with Zion? This is decades 
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before the creation of the church's youth programs. You don't 
get primary until the 1870s, and you don't get young men and 
young women until the 1870. In 1831 God is reminding his 
people that the next generation of saints needs to start learning 
now. 

  01:00:28  Don't wait until they're a grownup to teach them how to live in 
Zion. Start them at a young age. I love in section 55 verse four, 
and again you shall be ordained to assist my servant Oliver 
Cowdery, who I might add is a school teacher. So has some 
experience in this to do the work of printing and of selecting 
and writing books for schools in this church. That little children 
also may receive instruction before me, as is pleasing unto thee. 
So I love that in Zion, education is paramount. We have to learn 
and the younger you can start, the more Zion you're going to 
be. That's why education matters. 

John Bytheway:  01:01:07  I've heard it said that the father of adult education was Joseph 
Smith because of the School of the Prophets and things like 
that. The idea of continuing education, I love that 'cause that's 
where I used to work at BYU was to continue to educate, and 
this is the beginning of that. You know what it reminded me of 
Hank? It reminded me of our friend Brad Wilcox, who's on the 
faculty in religious education at BYU. But he started as a 
professor in education specializing in children's books. 

Hank Smith:  01:01:40  Yeah, literacy. 

John Bytheway:  01:01:41  I bet Brad knows that verse really well. 

Hank Smith:  01:01:44  Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  01:01:44  It reminds me, the first Book of Mormon I read was the 
Illustrated Book of Mormon as a little kid. That was my entrance 
to the word of God, and it was a children's version that got me 
familiar enough with the story so that when I became an adult 
or could actually read, I could actually read the Book of 
Mormon. But it started with the most basic introduction to the 
word of God, or I think about those times I've taught nursery. 
Your lesson is basically Jesus made fish. So Jesus loves fish and 
that's your lesson. That's it. 

John Bytheway:  01:02:16  And then you pass out the fishy crackers. Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  01:02:18  Yeah. And then you color and you play games and it's great. You 
start very young to learn at the age of two that God made fish. 
By extension you learn so much else as you go, but it starts with 

D&C 51-57 Part 1 followHIM Podcast Page 27



those very basic foundations. Just like you teach faith, 
repentance, you start at a young age to learn it. 

Hank Smith:  01:02:40  Now look at the education program of the church today. We 
could go through this for an hour. Seminaries, institutes, three 
quarters of a million students. I think BYU pathway. If our 
listeners out there going, I've heard of that. You need to go look 
that up. This last year, BYU pathway served 74,839 students, 
27,583 of them in Africa. 

John Bytheway:  01:03:13  What was the picture in general conference that we saw of? 
Was it Elder Rasband with some adults who are enrolled in BYU 
Pathways in Africa. That was really cool. 

Hank Smith:  01:03:23  What starts here, Emily, you're right, is the Lord saying we need 
to be educating and instructing and we have kept that going. 

Sister Emily Utt:  01:03:31  Yeah, education is part of Zion. Then in section 57, verse eight, 
he commands Sidney Gilbert to establish a store. Sidney Gilbert 
had been business partners with Newell K. Whitney in Kirtland. 
Sidney is commanded to gather to go to Missouri and in verse 
eight, it says, again, verily, I say unto you, let my servant Sidney 
Gilbert plant himself in this place and establish a store that he 
may sell goods without fraud. That he may obtain money to buy 
lands for the good of the saints, and that he may obtain 
whatsoever things the disciples may need to plant them in their 
inheritance. What I love about this, it's not just go build a store, 
it's Sidney, build a store because. 

  01:04:16  Build a store, have a successful business for the good of the 
saints, that they can plant themselves in their inheritance so 
that when these saints arrive in this town, they have a way to 
take care of those temporal things so they can focus on the 
things that matter more. It's hard to feel the Spirit and connect 
to God when you are hungry or you don't know where your next 
meal is coming from, or you're cold at night. It's hard to become 
a better person to grow if you don't have enough to eat or you 
don't have a place to sleep. So I think about we build a store, we 
build a business because it takes care of those basic things. 

John Bytheway:  01:05:01  If anybody goes on a church history tour and you go to 
Independence Square, look to the West and you'll see a Gilbert 
and Whitney store. I don't think it's the same one that survived, 
but it's right there. Down the street from there is the area 
where the WW Phelps printing press was. It was funny to get 
there and to look over. You're at this place where, what does it 
say? There's a marker that says this is where the Oregon Trail 
starts and everything else. There's a Gilbert and Whitney store 
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right there, and it just always reminds me of this verse right 
here when you see that. 

Hank Smith:  01:05:39  Yeah, you've mentioned these names, Sidney Gilbert, you've 
mentioned Oliver Cowdery, WW Phelps, John, you just brought 
him up. There's this portion of the manual, and Emily, I'd love 
for you to comment on this, and this is a portion that helps you 
teach your children. It says, you may want to explain that WW 
Phelps, William W. Phelps was a newspaper publisher who had 
learned about the gospel and joined the church. Read with your 
children Doctrine & Covenants 55:1 through four, which we 
looked at verse four, and help them discover what God wanted 
William to do. How did he plan to use William's talents? I like 
this discussion because you said Oliver Cowdery. Oh, he's got 
some experience there. Oh, Sidney Gilbert. He's got some 
experience being a storekeeper. So it seems that part of Zion is 
the Lord has given you gifts and those gifts then you can use to 
build Zion. 

Sister Emily Utt:  01:06:31  And the idea that God will take whoever you are and have a use 
for you, every job is needed. In Zion for WW Phelps, he had 
learned, he had worked hard and he was a publisher. That's a 
tough business. He had learned a lot about that business. So 
when he joins the church, God says, good, I can use that. 

Hank Smith:  01:06:55  Yeah, I can put together a team. 

Sister Emily Utt:  01:06:58  As he is commanding people to go to Missouri, he's not just 
saying whoever wants to go go. He's saying, I want Zion to be 
this. In 150 years, I'm going to send very specific people that will 
get me where I want us to be. The same pattern holds true. You 
don't want everybody in your ward to have the exact same 
skillset. You know, if everyone is a ward organist, your meetings 
are gonna be beautiful, but who's gonna teach Sunday School? 
You will have natural teachers that will be elevated and you 
have natural musicians, they'll be elevated. Some people are 
great at teaching children, and some people are great at 
teaching adults. It's finding that mix and that same thing held 
true even as they're coming to Utah as Brigham Young is calling 
people out in settlements. He's not just calling 300 farmers, he's 
calling farmers, blacksmiths, musicians, gardeners, printers, and 
all of the people because Zion should be functional, but Zion 
should also be beautiful and Zion should have good music, good 
food, be literate, be hardworking, all of those things together. 
So it's the idea that God needs all of us. You may not know why 
you got the degree you did or the job path you did, but if you're 
willing to let God lead you, he will turn you into something far 
more powerful than you ever planned. 
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Hank Smith:  01:08:31  Coming up in part two of this episode. 

Sister Emily Utt:  01:08:34  One of the things I'm excited about as we're restoring the Lion 
House is that we get to tell the story of those amazing women 
that lived there. You have Eliza Snow, who's General Relief 
Society President and Zina Diantha Huntington Young, who's 
one of the most well-known early suffragists in the church. They 
love to be out in public. They are going to go out and they are 
going to change the world through speaking. And there's other 
women in that household who are, don't ever make me talk in 
public, but I will support you when you come home. 
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John Bytheway: 00:00 Keep listening for part two with Emily Utt Doctrine and 
Covenants sections 51 through 57. 

Hank Smith: 00:06 John, just a few weeks ago, we spent time with Danny Ricks 
looking at spiritual gifts and that everybody has spiritual gifts. 
We can use them to build Zion and we can even stretch 
ourselves, Emily, to learn new things because I love to teach. If 
you're going to gimme a calling, make me the gospel doctrine 
teacher. I am at home there. But occasionally the Lord says, 
how about you try out this thing that you're not naturally good 
at? And I do it and I don't do a great job. So they usually put me 
back in teaching, but they stretch out. We need historians, we 
need finance people, we need teachers. We need mothers and 
fathers, we need everybody. 

John Bytheway: 00:48 I think too that the idea of the Bishop storehouse is not just for 
cans of Deseret peaches, the bishop's storehouse can consist of, 
we have an auto mechanic in the ward who can help brother 
and sister with their car. That's the bishop storehouse. They just 
had some sheet rock fall apart or something. Who have we got? 
And that's all the bishop storehouse. That's part of Zion too. 

Sister Emily Utt: 01:14 Consecration is whatever we have that is for the good of the 
saints. As they talk about in section 57, whatever gift we have as 
these saints are trying to live the law of consecration in these 
almost utopian societies early on. It's not about giving up 
everything I have. It's about what do I have that will benefit 
others? Consecrating my gift to the good of the church. It's a 
way really for us to then to practice holiness. When you are 
doing something good for the good of God, that becomes holy. 
So as they're consecrating their land, they're consecrating their 
printing press, they're consecrating their store. It's not about 
the money. It's about what do I become when I give my very 
best to God? He will then turn it back and multiply the benefit 
of that. 
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Hank Smith:  02:08  Emily, don't you think that can affect the way we look at each 
other? 'cause we think, well, that weirdo over there needs to be 
born like me. If he were more normal like I was then... That's 
the odd family in the ward. That person, we don't really know 
what to do with them. This principle says no, everybody has 
gifts. Everybody contributes. 

Sister Emily Utt:  02:29  And there might be some people who don't feel like they're 
having an impact. Their health may mean that they can't hold a 
calling or they can't be out in their community. Maybe that 
consecration, that holiness is praying for their ward members. 
Writing a note, lifting up someone who's going through a hard 
time. There is always something that we can do, a gift that we 
have that can bless others. And the hard part is we think that 
our gifts should be just like everybody else's gift. But for me, the 
gifts that have had the biggest impact that others have given me 
are those gifts of love and of courage and of support. And when 
I've taught a lesson that I don't feel like went very well, 
somebody coming up to me after and saying, I really like that 
one thing you said. And it lifts a little. 

Hank Smith:  03:17  It does. 

Sister Emily Utt:  03:18  That's Zion, somebody seeing the best in somebody else. So I 
think every member of the church has a gift, has something that 
they are consecrating to the good of Zion. And then it's maybe 
the challenge of all of us to acknowledge that gift in others, to 
see their gift and to point out. Because we often feel like 
nobody notices the good that's happening and then we feel a 
little prideful that nobody is noticing and then we have to 
repent. Maybe your gift is thanking people. Some people do it 
really well. 

Hank Smith:  03:49  What do they do with your gifts in your work? What calling do 
you have? What do you do? 

Sister Emily Utt:  03:53  I'm a ward organist right now. 

Hank Smith:  03:56  That's one of your gifts. 

Sister Emily Utt:  03:57  I joke that the revelation happened when I was 15 and took 
organ lessons. Now it's a, this is a gift I have and I'll use it to 
bless my ward. 

Hank Smith:  04:06  Yeah. Emily, I gotta tell you, my wife Sara was made the ward 
organist. She was 12. She's been the ward organist many, many 
times. If you want my wife to be as happy as she possibly can 
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be, make her the primary pianist and let her stay for the rest of 
her life. 

Sister Emily Utt:  04:21  Oh, that's the dream calling. You get to be in primary with all 
the best music in the church. It's great. It's the best. It's the 
most fun you can have, but I love that even at a young age. We 
have this idea that to make a contribution in the church, you 
need to be an adult. 

Hank Smith:  04:37  Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  04:37  But calling a 12-year-old as ward organist or having a 9-year-old 
give the opening prayer in sacrament meeting. They are a 
member of the church and they have a gift that can be shared. I 
think that's beautiful. 

Hank Smith:  04:51  That's fantastic. 

Sister Emily Utt:  04:53  So Newell K Whitney, you're going to open a store and then 
you're going to learn some skills. When God calls you as a 
bishop, you'll be ready for it. Edward Partridge has been a 
member of the church for what, three months when he is called 
as a bishop, the first bishop. Nobody's ever done this. 

Hank Smith:  05:12  The first of a lot of awesome bishops in the church. Emily, I 
loved what you said. And how can we convince people that 
their calling matters? It might not be the one that is the most 
public. What would you say to someone who says, I'm just this, 
I'm just the compassionate service leader. I'm just the Elders 
Quorum instructor. 

Sister Emily Utt:  05:34  Like these verses say, find a way to make it for the good of the 
saints. All of us are building Zion through the tiniest small ways. 
The good of the church happens in those invisible callings. J. 
Reuben Clark gave a conference talk commemorating the 
pioneer centennial in 1947. Elder Bednar has actually quoted a 
little more recently about talking about the pioneers of the last 
wagon. Those people at the back of the wagon train eating dust 
for a thousand miles. Those people that Brigham called the 
warp and weft of Zion, when you're weaving, the warp and weft 
is what makes fabric, makes cloth, and that most of us are never 
going to be the wagon leader. We're never going to be the 
Brigham Young or the Eliza R. Snow, but we may be in the back 
of the wagon train. Those are the people that Zion is built 
around. 
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  06:29  Those are the people that actually went out and built it. You 
may think your calling doesn't make much of a difference. For 
the saints that calling is changing the world. You taught one kid 
the words to I Am a Child of God and when they hit 35 and life 
was hard, the words of that song came into their head and set 
them back on the path. Or it's, I dropped a meal off to a sick 
member of my ward. It may just be a meal. But for them that 
moment they feel that God loved them and they knew that He 
noticed who they were. Ministering. The smallest things make 
the biggest difference in Zion. 

Hank Smith:  07:11  Emily, have you seen that in the sights? I remember once 
someone saying a doorknob way up into Salt Lake temple was 
intricately carved and the person who was carving it probably 
knew that no one was ever going to see this. 

Sister Emily Utt:  07:24  Like that poem that we talked about earlier from Joseph 
Townsend was something he wrote just to God. One of my 
favorite stories is about a man named Joseph Millet who was 
living in Panka, Nevada, which is a hundred miles from the 
middle of nowhere. 

Hank Smith:  07:39  I've been to Panka. All of our listeners in Panka I've spoken in 
Panka. 

Sister Emily Utt:  07:45  It's a beautiful faithful little community. It's in the middle of 
nowhere and there was this man named Joseph Millet who in a 
time of famine, his neighbor knocked on his door and said, I was 
out of flour and God told me to come talk to you. Joseph Millet 
packed up that bag of flour, gave it to his neighbor and then 
wrote in his journal. It is good to think that God knows a person 
such as Joseph Millet. It's just flour, it's just a prayer, it's just a 
meal. But when we fill our lives with these small quiet acts of 
service, God knows and maybe God is the only one that's ever 
going to know. That's how heaven happens. We practice heaven 
enough here so when it finally arrives, it's just another Tuesday 
because we're already living our lives that way. 

Hank Smith:  08:41  What a beautiful statement. When heaven's here, this is the 
way I live. Oh, I fit right in. No one might know that you vacuum 
the church right on Saturday. They don't announce anywhere. 
But you can vacuum it knowing the Lord sees it. And how would 
you vacuum for him? I love the idea. 

Sister Emily Utt:  09:04  We do it for God's glory. Everything we do that is with an eye to 
him gets us closer to heaven. 
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John Bytheway:  09:12  One of the things I did not expect is what it would do for my 
testimony to see people serving in their callings, whatever it 
was because I knew absolutely a hundred percent they weren't 
doing it for me. They were doing it for the Lord and that these 
people would still be doing this and I knew that their motive 
came from their love of God that they would just come and 
faithfully do what they were asked to do every week. Hank, you 
mentioned vacuuming. I love the name of our church. It is the 
Church of Jesus Christ and then we get another of. Of Latter-day 
Saints. It's his church and it's my church. I want to go vacuum 
my church too. Be a part of contributing to my church. 

Hank Smith:  09:57  I love that John. 

Sister Emily Utt:  09:59  The other things that matter in Zion, and I also made a little list, 
which is the weirdest thing to me. In section 57, verse four to 
five, they talk about purchasing land and making it legally work, 
which I think is an interesting thing to have in some verses on 
the production of Zion. So verses section 57:4-5, it is wisdom 
that the land should be purchased by the saints and also every 
tracked line westward. Even if the line running directly between 
Jew and Gentile, as we're building Zion, we better follow the 
law. There is order in Zion as you're going out, don't go and 
invade your enemies and take over, follow the law. I think 
there's a principle in that for us that there is order and power 
that happens in this. That as we build Zion following guidelines 
and following rules, if the way that you need to build your 
community is to purchase land, do it the right way. 

  10:57  Be honest with your neighbors, even if your neighbors aren't 
being honest with you. Always be honest in that kind of work, 
which I thought was an interesting kind of take on Zion. And of 
course you can't have Zion without a temple. The holy place is 
always a part of that work. So in section 57 verse three, behold 
the place which is now called Independence is the center place 
and a spot for the temple is lying westward upon a lot, which is 
not far from the courthouse. As the saints talk about temples in 
this earlier, if you go back to the plat of the city of Zion, which is 
coming a couple years later, a temple is any place where God's 
work happens. A temple in the plat of the city of Zion is a 
storehouse. It's the printing office, it's the store, it's the office 
for the priesthood, it's school. In this process of building Zion, 
this process of holiness, anything you do to the glory of God is 
that. It sounds odd to us to talk about a temple as being a 
printing office, but if you're printing the word of God, isn't that 
holiness? 
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Hank Smith:  12:12  I believe I've seen some of the plans for what they were hoping 
to build in Jackson County. There's a lot of temples. 

Sister Emily Utt:  12:19  Yeah. If you look at those early plat of the city of Zion, there are 
12 temples in this center place because each temple had a 
separate function. It wasn't 12 temples to do ordinances, it was 
12 temples that will further the work of the kingdom of God. 

John Bytheway:  12:36  Hmm. So they could have been temporal things. 

Sister Emily Utt:  12:40  Yeah, so the bishop storehouse and the print shop are listed as 
part of the temples in Kirtland. They built a printing office next 
to the temple as well. The line between spiritual salvation and 
physical salvation is not even a line. It is one thing. Anything I 
do, if I plow a field, if I print a book, if I teach the children, if I go 
out on a mission, whatever I'm doing, if I do it for the good of 
the saints, that is Zion. 

Hank Smith:  13:14  I'm remembering Eric Richards being with us in section 29 
where the Lord says in verse 35, no temporal commandment 
gave unto him for my commandments are spiritual. They are 
not natural or temporal neither carnal nor sensual. Everything 
I'm giving you has a spiritual component to it. Verse 34, all 
things unto me are spiritual. Not anytime have I given you a law 
which was temporal. Everything we do in Zion, even if it's selling 
goods, it's spiritual in nature. 

Sister Emily Utt:  13:48  Of course there should be a store in Zion because a store is 
spiritual. I think even about callings in the church, a good ward 
clerk keeps that ward running. The guy in the office, you need 
that person that keeps you organized just as much as you need 
that person teaching and that person speaking in sacrament 
meeting. Everything needs to be done. 

Hank Smith:  14:13  Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  14:15  Shout out to all the ward clerks in the whole church who keep 
this going. 

John Bytheway:  14:20  I felt like I was inspired to call the counselors. I did because they 
had strengths that I didn't have and when we sat down 
together, I was like, guys, I'm not good at this. Can you help me 
with this part? They were good at it and I was so thankful that 
we brought our different gifts to the table to be able to run 
things. Emily, the way you're talking, I'm thinking about the guy 
who was assigned to go turn off the lights and lock the doors at 
the stake center. All of these are so important. That is an 

D&C 51-57 Part 2 followHIM Podcast Page 6



offering to the Lord to go be the guy that locks up the building. 
Thankful we have that guy. 

Sister Emily Utt:  14:57  We all have that stewardship that he is a just and a wise 
steward over that assignment. It will build the kingdom as a just 
and wise steward over. My calling as a ward organist will build 
the kingdom so it doesn't matter what our assignment is as long 
as we are doing it to the very best of our ability and finding 
ways to make it better, not to do more than we need to, but to 
do it with full purpose of heart. It's beautiful. The sound of 
chairs folding at the end of stake conference is music. 

  15:34  Because you hear in that, that's consecration. That is that 
moment when we give our very best to God and we fold chairs. 

John Bytheway:  15:43  I saw one of those funny, is it called a meme? It showed this 
guy, this young adult that said, what my mom thinks I do: shows 
him reading scriptures. What my grandma thinks I do: shows 
him on a mission knocking on doors, and had all these different 
things. What I actually do, he was folding chairs at the church. 
You know, and then there was another one that said if folding 
metal chairs were an Olympic event, the Mormons would win 
the gold every single year. 

Hank Smith:  16:11  Yeah, because we know how to do it. 

John Bytheway:  16:13  We know how to push those big racks around and fold chairs. 
No, put 'em up one notch higher. Yeah. Okay, yeah, we got it. 

Hank Smith:  16:19  Emily. We all sustain each other. The Lord builds that into that 
as the ward organist. I am sustaining you that I am going to help 
you fulfill your calling. Maybe it's singing. Is that for the ward 
organist? Come on, sing people. 

Sister Emily Utt:  16:34  Yeah. How I think about it, I was ward organist during COVID, 
which is an interesting time when we weren't allowed to sing 
the hymns and that's hard, you know, because there's power 
that comes when we unite our voices together. My thought was 
what can I do right now to bring a little tiny bit of the Spirit into 
people's lives just in the way I play that will help them deal with 
how hard and weird this time is by me fulfilling my calling. 
Maybe somebody else felt the Spirit just a little tiny bit. This was 
a quote that I heard once said by one of the general board of 
the young women's organization, her name was Jenny Mangum, 
and she said this about Mattie Horne Tingey, who was the 
young women's general president at the time. She said, it is one 
thing to share one's money and it is better still to share one's 
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love, but to share one's courage with those who lack faith and 
who sometimes falter or who have slipped and lose heart in the 
struggle. Could anything be more splendid and helpful than 
this? I love that idea that as we build Zion, maybe all we can 
share is a little bit of courage. That's a charge for my life. 

John Bytheway:  17:48  Yeah. You don't think of that as part of the bishop storehouse, 
but right. When we unite, can I borrow some of your courage? 

  17:58  Fun to watch each other in our wards and branches and stakes 
go through things and help them. Be right with them and say, 
we'll all get through this together. 

Hank Smith:  18:09  So John, maybe I could go to my bishop and say, here's what I 
can contribute to the bishop's storehouse. Call on me. Right? I 
don't know if you know this, but I'm really good with air 
conditioning. This could be someone who says, I'm really good 
at fixing cars, like you said. 

John Bytheway:  18:24  Mm-hmm. 

Hank Smith:  18:25  Please call on me Bishop if you need me. 

John Bytheway:  18:28  Actually, a clipboard went around in our Elders Quorum, I don't 
know a year or so ago that asked questions like that. What can 
you do? What can you help with? What can you help people 
with? I remember reading that power of Everyday Missionaries 
book and sometimes our approach out there in the world is you 
need us, but his idea was a better approach, especially with our 
standard of living here is more we need you. Well, maybe you're 
not an active member. We need your help with roofing. You 
know how to do that. It's amazing how people will respond 
when we say we need your gift, your talent. It's so differently 
than, hey, you really need our church. But if we go to them and 
say, we need your gift in this area, it's amazing how people 
respond. 

Hank Smith:  19:16  I bet. Emily, you know Melissa Inouye? 

Sister Emily Utt:  19:18  Mm-hmm. 

Hank Smith:  19:20  She was here last year talking about Mosiah. John, do you 
remember her story of going away for a week and coming home 
and the ward had done their entire backyard? I'm good with 
this. I can fix that. I can make that, and she just wept. She was 
consecrating herself to writing the global histories of the church 
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and here's other people consecrating themselves to helping her 
with her backyard. You're right Emily. This is Zion. This is Zion. 

Sister Emily Utt:  19:54  One of the things I'm excited about as we're restoring the Lion 
House is that we get to tell this story of those amazing women 
that lived there. You have Eliza Snow who's General Relief 
Society president and Zina Diantha Huntington Young, who's 
one of the most well-known early suffragists in the church. They 
love to be out in public. They are going to go out and they are 
going to change the world through speaking and there's other 
women in that household who are, don't ever make me talk in 
public, but I will support you when you come home. Eliza, when 
you are getting ready to go out another visit, I am going to bake 
you some food and I'm going to help you pack your suitcase and 
I'm going to do your washing and your mending and then when 
you come home, I'm going to have a warm place ready and 
you're going to sit and you're going to tell me about it. Both of 
them were able to fulfill their stewardship because they lived in 
one house together and could do it. Eliza couldn't have been 
Eliza without that other sister at home providing that support in 
the background. That sister at home who didn't want to have a 
public voice had a huge impact on the church because she 
supported the sister who did. Beautiful. 

Hank Smith:  21:11  Yeah. 

John Bytheway:  21:12  Is there a project on the Eliza R. Snow papers? 

Sister Emily Utt:  21:17  The Church Historians Press is publishing the collected writings 
of Eliza R. Snow. Jenny Reader has been leading on that. A lot of 
her work has already been published and there's even more to 
come. The next frontier in the church history department is 
women's history is telling the story of these foundational 
women that have had a huge impact that we may not know, 
which is also a great time. You know, go back and read At the 
Pulpit the collection of women's sermons, the first 50 years of 
Relief Society collected writings of those early women and their 
impact on the church. It's so hard in these sections because 
there's so few women mentioned by name that it's easy to 
focus in on the Newell K. Whitneys and the Sidney Gilberts and 
the Edward Partridges. It's easy to forget their families that 
Edward Partridge couldn't have answered that call to Missouri. 
If his family was said no, that his family was said, yeah, we're in 
too and we'll go with you and we'll support you through it. 

Hank Smith:  22:16  Emily, I've noticed in these sections, the Lord teaches us how to 
build Zion, but also what to watch out for and which can ruin 
Zion. I was looking in 56 verse eight. Ezra Thayre, repent of your 
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pride, selfishness. Verse 16, woe unto you rich men that will not 
give up your substance. Your riches will conquer your souls. 
Verse 17, woe unto you poor men whose hearts are not broken, 
whose bellies are not satisfied, whose eyes are full of 
greediness. Do you notice there's some warnings of what can 
destroy Zion? 

Sister Emily Utt:  22:51  Yes. What destroys Zion is when we're selfish, when we put our 
own interest above the good of the group. When Ezra Thayre 
receives a commandment and then has a hard time believing it's 
really of God that separates him. The work is going to go 
forward without him. The church kept going even after Ezra 
Thayre left, but that moment of Brother, you need to repent 
'cause you think you know more. Joseph has to learn this early 
on, the loss of the 116 pages in the Book of Mormon 
translation, Joseph has to learn, don't put more confidence in 
people than in God. Oliver has to learn it. Oliver leaves the 
church in that financial panic of 1837 and eventually finds his 
way back. Every single one of us have to learn how to put God 
above our own very selves and in these verses to Ezra Thayre 
and others. You learn what happens if you don't. If you can't do 
it, I mean you're going to live a good life. Ezra Thayre lived a 
nice long life. Think what he could have been if he had fought 
through his own pride and found a way to find God. 

Hank Smith:  24:11  I noticed verse 15 of 56, your hearts are not satisfied. You obey 
not the truth, but have pleasure in unrighteousness. 

Sister Emily Utt:  24:20  Well that hurts. 

Hank Smith:  24:21  Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  24:22  I think it's because maybe pleasure and and righteousness may 
be well, it's easier to just not, the weather is so nice. I think I'll 
skip church this week. 

Hank Smith:  24:32  Yeah, pleasure in unrighteousness. I'm like, oh, can we just turn 
the page please? Can we? 

Sister Emily Utt:  24:38  Yeah. 

Hank Smith:  24:38  Yeah. Let's not look at that one too long. 

John Bytheway:  24:41  This is all broken heart and contrite spirit. Sister Sheri Dew, she 
talked about the process of breaking a horse. We use that 
phrase, take a wild horse to domestic is called breaking a horse 
and a broken heart, she said is one that's submissive to its 
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master and I think of that when I read broken heart, contrite 
spirit that you're submissive to the Savior, not to your own 
desires. Easy to talk about, harder to do. 

Sister Emily Utt:  25:11  Mm-hmm. Or even that verse about bridling your passions. It's 
not that you don't have them, it's that you keep them in 
control. You are in charge. 

John Bytheway:  25:19  It's not destroy your passions. 

Sister Emily Utt:  25:22  Let God be in control of the reins. If we're bucking against what 
God wants, it's going to hurt. It's going to leave that mark, but if 
we're doing what he wants, we're going to get further and we'll 
get there faster. 

Hank Smith:  25:39  Emily, our listeners are all over the world. We hear from them. 
They are single and married and divorced and widowed. When 
you talk about Zion, sometimes we think, oh, the only way to be 
really in Zion is to be married and have children and yet what if 
I'm divorced? Do I fit in Zion? What if I've never been married? 
Do I fit in Zion? 

Sister Emily Utt:  26:02  For me, as a single member of the church, my focus is God, my 
focus is Zion. There are contributions that I can make perhaps 
because of my marital status in the church that would be harder 
in other ways. Just this last weekend on a Friday night, I went 
with some friends and we volunteered at a homeless shelter 
and served dinner. My thought was if I had children right now, 
I'd have a harder time carving out a Friday night to go serve in 
that shelter and I think about the way that I can be of help and 
of assistance to even in my own family. I have absolutely 
wonderful nieces and nephews, but I also know that there are 
some conversations they don't want to have with their parents. 
Things are awkward with your parents, so I can be that aunt 
that can have that conversation with them in a way that their 
parents can never get through. 

  27:00  Every single person on this planet has a contribution they can 
make to Zion. God doesn't care what we don't have. He just 
cares what we do. If we're married or divorced or widowed, if 
we have physical infirmity, if we're poor, he just cares that we 
want to help, that we want to try. It's finding your contribution, 
finding a stewardship that matters. Somebody who is happy and 
serving and giving in the church when they're single, that's 
going to continue when they're married or childless versus with 
children. It doesn't matter if we are serving God, when our 
circumstances change, we're going to keep serving and it's going 
to stay the same. 
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Hank Smith:  27:45  It's not wait for the situation to be better or different. Like, oh, I 
will when... 

Sister Emily Utt:  27:51  Just like building Zion, if I wait for somebody else to build Zion 
and then I'll move in, Zion's never going to happen. If I build the 
life I want and the Zion that I want to be in, and then when it 
happens, hey, great. I'm already here. 

Hank Smith:  28:06  Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  28:06  There I am. 

Hank Smith:  28:07  You said that earlier on. I wrote it down. Build the Zion you 
want to live in. 

John Bytheway:  28:11  Our contributions to Zion don't depend on our marital status. I 
like what the way you said that, Emily, I have a way of doing 
something. I can do that. Maybe it'd be harder for someone 
else. I always think about Moroni whose greatest contribution 
was while a single adult at the end of the Book of Mormon. He's 
an icon on a lot of our temples. He's alone up there and I just 
thought, boy, that says something because he was alone when 
he wrote those final chapters, he said he was alone. Thank you 
for that. 

Hank Smith:  28:42  I have two sisters who are divorced. I do not see them in any 
way as someone who can't contribute to Zion or even say, oh, 
you're a little bit lower grade contributor to Zion, that that's not 
how the Lord sees us. It's everybody contribute what you can 
when you can. Let's not judge each other or label each other as 
a certain type of Zion person. 

Sister Emily Utt:  29:08  I would say for me that the fact that I'm single is probably the 
least interesting thing about me. Right? I want people to know 
me because I have a book you can borrow or a comment in 
Sunday School. I want people to know me because of who I am 
and the contributions that I can make in the world. My marital 
status should be about item 853 on the top 500 things you 
should know about me and the same way that I want every 
member of the church, when I meet someone, I want to know 
them. I want to know what they're like as an individual, as a 
child of God. All the parts of them are interesting. I want to 
know if they're married. I want to know the names of their 
children and the little hobbies and family traditions they have 
because that's part of who they are. Just as much as I want to 
know you as an individual. 
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Hank Smith:  30:01  So well said. I hope anyone out there listening really maybe 
need to go back and listen to Emily again, and again, until it 
really gets into your heart that this is what matters. I love 
everything you said there. 

John Bytheway:  30:15  And another thing is about whether or not you served a 
mission. 

Hank Smith:  30:20  It breaks my heart, John and Emily, to think that a young person 
who feels at home in the church for the first 18, 19 years of 
their life, for some reason or another, either doesn't serve a 
mission or returns home earlier than they expected to return 
home, all of a sudden does not feel at home anymore. Ooh, this 
is your home. This is your church. You belong here. 

Sister Emily Utt:  30:50  I think about my own experience when I was 20 and debating 
what is the next step? What is the next chapter? Should I serve 
a mission? Should I marry that really great guy I'm dating? 
Should I take that job? Should I go to graduate school? What do 
I do? What is the next step? Everybody tells you, you go to 
college, you serve a mission, but nobody tells you what to do 
after. 

John Bytheway:  31:16  Right. 

Sister Emily Utt:  31:16  So at 20, I'm now in that, what is the next step? And as I am 
praying about it, the answer that actually came was Emily go to 
the temple. In the process of going to the temple guided me to 
serve a mission and I don't think I would have gotten to the 
mission without the temple. For me now looking back, it's that 
reminder that nothing matters more than the covenant that I 
make. 

John Bytheway:  31:42  Wow. 

Sister Emily Utt:  31:42  That thing that binds me eternally to him, my mission was a 
tremendous experience and gave me a lot of tools and 
foundation that I needed for the rest of my life, but if God had 
said, Emily, I wanted you to go to the temple and now I'm going 
to send you on a different path, I think my life would still be 
wonderful because I was doing it to do the thing that he wanted 
me to do. So if God says, serve a mission and you come home 
early and it doesn't make any sense, give it 10 years because it 
will make sense. 

John Bytheway:  32:18  Maybe you were out during Covid and you had a preexisting 
health thing and you had to come home and that's what was 
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really tough for a lot of kids, but you willingly served. That's 
what matters. You didn't cause the pandemic. 

Sister Emily Utt:  32:35  And it may take decades for us to understand why God wanted 
you to do something. I think about Emma Smith in section 25, 
the Doctrine & Covenants. She's commanded to create a 
hymnal. It takes her five years to fulfill that commandment. God 
will ask us to do something and it and the time, it doesn't turn 
out the way we thought it was going to turn out. The saints 
thought they were going to go to Missouri and Christ was going 
to come, and the second coming is here and hooray, 
congratulations. Here we are now 150 years later, we're still 
waiting to gather in Missouri and we're still waiting for Christ to 
come. But them being obedient at that moment helped them 
be where God wants them to be. If you are feeling like you 
aren't supposed to go on a mission or you're feeling like, why 
did God call me if you knew I was going to get sick and needed 
to come home, give it time, it'll turn out. The children of Israel 
wandered for 40 years and they got there eventually. 

John Bytheway:  33:40  One of my favorite things that I've heard Hank teach is about on 
the road to Emmaus. Hank, what are the exact words the 
disciples are walking, we had expected they didn't say expect. 
What's the word they used? 

Hank Smith:  33:52  We trusted. 

John Bytheway:  33:53  We trusted. We trusted that this was going to be, it's the unmet 
expectations that, well, we thought it was going to unfold this 
way, but it's unfolding this way. It's fun to be in a youth fireside 
and to ask the adults in the room, raise your hand if your life 
unfolded exactly the way you thought. 

Hank Smith:  34:12  The way you. 

John Bytheway:  34:13  And then ask the teenagers to look around because nobody 
raises their hand. Right? And the kids are like, what? Because 
we all have a plan. My mission president used to say, make your 
plans in pencil because you need to be able to erase. Things 
change you know? 

Hank Smith:  34:29  Like that. 

Sister Emily Utt:  34:29  Yeah. 

Hank Smith:  34:31  And John and Emily, I don't want to leave out those who feel 
like they don't belong in Zion because maybe of poor decisions 
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or sin, let's say I just didn't serve a mission. I'm a young man. 
I've heard that every worthy young man should serve a mission 
and I didn't. I didn't serve a mission. Can I be part of Zion? Can I 
now return to Zion? Maybe I'm married now and the time for 
me that I could have served a mission is passed. The idea that 
somehow I'm labeled as a well, you could have contributed and 
you're kind of there. That breaks my heart. Yes, you could be a 
full member in Zion. Do we believe in the atonement of Jesus 
Christ and having him work? Every single member of Zion has 
made mistakes, has sinned in some way. 

Sister Emily Utt:  35:21  Even the names of the people we're talking about in these 
sections illustrate that well. Oliver Cowdery, who is there for the 
translation of the Book of Mormon, he is in revelation over and 
over and over again. He had a hard moment and he left. He 
struggled and he wrestled, and he made his way back in and he 
died a member of the church in full fellowship. You know, it 
doesn't matter where you start and it doesn't matter where you 
are in the middle because at the end, if you are with God, 
everything is covered by the Atonement. Or even WW Phelps 
who used his skill in printing to help bring to pass Zion, and then 
got into disagreements with Joseph and used that same skill to 
damage Joseph and to almost really end him up in prison, did 
terrible things with his gift and then repents and comes back. In 
that repentant soul, we find even more joy and beauty than if 
he hadn't gone through that trial. He writes Praise to the Man. If 
he hadn't had that falling out with Joseph and then been 
forgiven by the person that he hurt, I don't think we would have 
that hymn. Sometimes our mistakes and our errors that help us 
become even better now, not to say you should go out and sin 
for what good will come of it. We should avoid that. 

Hank Smith:  36:54  Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  36:54  But God will use everything that we have. If we are willing, God 
will use us, and at 20, it's hard to understand what your place in 
the kingdom is going to be if you didn't serve a mission. I say 
give it time making that contribution because maybe in 20 years 
from now, you'll meet someone who learns from your 
experience and is strengthened by your faith. 

Hank Smith:  37:20  Emily, what a beautiful idea. We don't go out and seek sin. We 
don't go out and seek mistakes, but it's going to be part of our 
life, and if we bring it to the Lord, he can make beauty out of 
ashes. 

John Bytheway:  37:31  I'm thinking of the apostle Paul. Well, should we sin that grace 
may abound? and Paul says, God forbid. Yeah, let's not do that. 
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No, that's not what I'm saying, but I like what Elder Holland said 
once that God doesn't care nearly as much about where you've 
been as he does about where you are and with his help, where 
you're willing to go. You're here. You're here now, and to 
listener, here you are listening to this podcast. Wow. What 
brought you here? 

Hank Smith:  38:02  Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  38:03  You're on your way to Zion. Good job. 

Hank Smith:  38:06  Yeah. 

Sister Emily Utt:  38:07  Get there. 

Hank Smith:  38:08  And you can hold your head up high. You are a citizen in Zion. I 
like what you said, Emily. You can go to the temple. You can get 
yourself to the temple. 

John Bytheway:  38:18  That's so good. It reminds me of the antidote. I should have 
known this better. The prescription for so many problems that 
seems counterintuitive is read the Book of Mormon. 

Hank Smith:  38:31  Yeah. 

John Bytheway:  38:31  Right? How's that going to help me with this? You'd be shocked 
because it gets the Spirit of God into your life. Just as you said, 
Emily, actually just go to the temple. What? How's that going to 
help? Just go and see what happens when you get the Spirit of 
God into your life and let him, take the Holy Spirit for your guide 
as we read in section 45 a few weeks ago. 

Hank Smith:  38:56  Yeah. I don't remember some of the questions being, are you 
perfect? Did you serve a mission? Did you keep the law of 
chastity growing up? The Lord is, let's move forward. Let's get 
ourselves into that temple. 

John Bytheway:  39:07  Yeah. What did Jesus say in section 45? Listen to him who is the 
advocate with the Father. Wherefore father spare these, my 
brethren and my sisters who have been perfect. No, who did 
this, this, this, who did this, this, this calling? No. Who believe 
on my name. Thank you for that who believe on my name that 
they may come unto me and have everlasting life. 

Sister Emily Utt:  39:31  I think it's that idea we go back to where we started today, who 
is contrite? God wants those that are bruised and those are the 
people that will be in his kingdom. If you just try. 
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Hank Smith:  39:45  Awesome. When I thought of getting myself to the temple and I 
go into the church's website and I can read my covenants in the 
temple, and here is the fifth of the five, the law of consecration, 
which means dedicating our time, talents, and everything, with 
which the Lord has blessed us to building up of Jesus Christ's 
church on the earth, which we in these sections call Zion. We 
can all do that. Emily, before we let you go, this has been 
wonderful. I have new notes all throughout my scriptures here. 
There seems to be for some, a narrative out there that the more 
you learn about church history, the less you are going to believe 
in Joseph Smith and in the Restoration. Yet I'm talking to 
someone who has spent years, you look pretty young, but I'm 
guessing it's years studying church history, walking the historic 
sites, learning about them. I'm pretty sure you're a believer, so 
how has that happened? How has that narrative that the more 
you know about church history, how has that not destroyed 
your faith? I think you would say because of church history, it's 
built your faith. 

Sister Emily Utt:  41:01  Mm-hmm. I could talk about this for hours. This idea that just in 
life in general, sometimes we get to something that's hard and 
that hurts and we stop and we don't push through it. When we 
work out and we go to the gym and it hurts for the first little 
while until those muscles are built up and if we stop when it 
starts hurting, we're never going to actually get better. I'd say to 
people that are struggling with church history, allow it to be 
hard and keep going. Keep pushing through. There's a quote by 
Oliver Wendell Holmes that for the simplicity on this side of 
complexity, I wouldn't give a fig, but the simplicity on the other 
side of complexity I would give my life. The more I've studied 
church history, the more I have seen God working with very 
imperfect people, people very much like me, and if God can 
work through them, what is he able to do with me? 

  42:08  The simplicity I have found on the other side of complexity, I 
take back to a verse in first Nephi. Nephi is being shown the 
vision of the tree of life, and God is asking him to explain, tell 
me everything. What does this mean? Nephi says, I know that 
God loves his children. Nevertheless, I do not know the meaning 
of all things. As I've studied church history, for me, it's become 
more and more clear that God loves us and less and less clear 
about everything else, that I'm okay living with some unknowns 
that I don't know everything that happened in the past. I can't 
know Joseph's heart and mind, and I can't know Brigham 
Young's heart and mind, but I can know that God loved them. 
What can I do to do that for other people as well? There's 
another quote that I love Joseph Smith speaking to the Relief 
Society in the Red Brick store in Nauvoo. 
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  43:03  He said, if you would have God have mercy on you, have mercy 
on each other. I want future historians, future members of the 
church to be merciful to me, to be forgiving when I say 
something wrong, when I sin, when I mess up, I want people to 
be kind to me so I better find ways to be kind to people. In the 
past, as I've studied church history, I'm constantly looking for 
ways to be generous to them, to acknowledge that Joseph 
made some mistakes, that Brigham Young made some mistakes, 
that everybody makes mistakes, but if I can push through the 
hard and find ways to be merciful to them, I hope it means that 
people will be merciful to me too 

Hank Smith:  43:50  And that's becoming Zion, right? 

Sister Emily Utt:  43:52  You have to become Zion and it's hard. It's work. The study of 
church history and the study of history in general, this is my 
profession. I've gone to school for this. It's not just read a 
couple of books and you'll be okay. It's, if you really want to 
know this, dive deep. Don't just read church history, read other 
history, read theory, read the way that we approach the 
question. Then that will help you understand how to answer the 
question for yourself, and I'll also say, go to the source. My 
understanding of church history and the scriptures has changed 
because I've spent a lot of time in the scriptures, because I've 
spent time in Wilford Woodruff's journal and Joseph Smith's 
journal, and I get a perspective that I wouldn't get reading 17 
other books of other people interpreting Joseph's story. I want 
to hear Joseph's words and that will help me understand Joseph 
better. 

John Bytheway:  44:53  Hmm. We know from the creation story that there was a 
spiritual creation before there was a physical creation, and what 
I'm hearing you teach in all these chapters is we need to 
spiritually create Zion here before we're going to physically 
create Zion in Jackson County or anywhere else. I like that idea. 
God's trying to do the spiritual creation in here so that we can 
make that physical creation of Zion later on. Not just a place, 
but a cause, but an idea, a principle of the pure and heart. I love 
it. 

Hank Smith:  45:26  Emily, I want to ask you a question that I've never asked any of 
our guests. I can just picture you walking around these sacred 
sites, the Logan Tabernacle, the St. George Temple, the Kirtland 
Temple, and you've probably just had time as you're working to 
think, if you could talk to these people, if you could talk to these 
builders, what would you say as you're walking around going 
look at this, what would you say to them? What do you think 
about why you're in there? 
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Sister Emily Utt:  45:56  Sometimes I'm annoyed at them because they didn't keep a 
journal. Why didn't you write that down? Make my job so much 
easier. Usually when I'm in these spaces, I just want to have a 
conversation with them the way that I would have a 
conversation with my ministering sisters or with my friends or 
with the family. I just want to tell me about your life. Tell me 
about what you're thinking about and what you're going 
through, because their stories are interesting. One of the the 
great joys I have as a historian then is bringing to life those 
stories and those people that would otherwise be unknown. 
Most of us are never going to have a museum wing named after 
us. Our name is not going to be on a building somewhere at an 
archive, but all of us have left something behind. Every single 
person who's lived have left behind a place that they worshiped 
in, a place where they worked, a place that they impacted. That 
great joy for me as a historian is to be able to bring to light 
those unknown places, or to tell the stories of the Joseph 
Millets and the Reynolds Cahoon's and the Edward Partridges of 
the world. When I walk those sites, I just like to thank them for 
what they did and what they worked on. I like to be able to go 
in these spaces symbolically, hug them and say, thank you. Look 
at what you did. 

Hank Smith:  47:26  I want to be there when Emily meets them and they say, thank 
you for what you did. Wouldn't it be great, John to watch her 
meet these people? 

John Bytheway:  47:36  Who she's actually become acquainted with. 

Hank Smith:  47:39  Right. 

John Bytheway:  47:39  To a degree that most of us have not. We don't. Yeah. To see 
Emily meet Edward Partridge, it'd be cool. 

Sister Emily Utt:  47:46  I want to see you meet him as well. You know if he's one of your 
church history heroes. 

Hank Smith:  47:51  Oh, he is mine. 

Sister Emily Utt:  47:51  Absolutely. That's going to be cool. He's going to be right there 
at the pearly gates with you when you get there. 

Hank Smith:  47:55  Edward and Lydia Partridge, and they represent to me what you 
said, not the main level. The people doing a lot of work where 
we think, oh, I've heard that name before, Emily. Thanks for 
that. I hope all of our listeners are feeling like she is a believer 
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and she knows these things. I don't have to be scared of church 
history. You describe it like it's beautiful. 

Sister Emily Utt:  48:20  It's messy and it's complicated, and it's human. So are we. We 
are just as messy and complicated as human as people who 
lived in the 1830s. 

Hank Smith:  48:31  Right. 

John Bytheway:  48:32  If you could see the rest of my office, you would say it is messy 
and complicated. 

Hank Smith:  48:39  John Bytheway, aren't you happy that Emily Utt came onto our 
radar? 

John Bytheway:  48:45  Yeah. I can't stop thinking about what a fun job she has, going 
to see these old places and feeling the spirit of them and the 
spirit of the people in them. It makes me want to go visit some 
sites again, which I will later on. 

Hank Smith:  49:00  Yeah. Just touch the building. 

John Bytheway:  49:03  To thank these people and say, oh, thank you for the legacy you 
left behind for inspiring us. It reminds me, somebody 
mentioned this and I can't shake the thought. I thought it was 
so interesting that back in New Testament times, we looked at 
the parable of the laborers in the vineyard. The guys who come 
at the end and get paid the same, and some are like, hey, that's 
not fair. Somebody said to us, Hank, look at it dispensationally. 
We are the ones who show up at the end with temples all over 
the earth with handbooks and manuals and websites and 
everything. They did all this work before us, and we are getting 
the benefits, and that's humbling, isn't it? We are the laborers 
dispensation who showed up at the end and are benefiting from 
a 17 million member church with all of this material for us and 
resources for us, and so it's humbling. I want to be grateful to 
those Saints who were called to be a bishop. Oh, really? What's 
a bishop? You know. 

Hank Smith:  50:04  Oh, man. 

  50:05  Yeah, and the idea that we might line up with them and they 
would be okay with that? Yeah come on up here. You belong 
with us. No, I don't. I promise you. No, I don't. Emily, thank you. 
Thank you for your time. Thank you for career. 

Sister Emily Utt:  50:20  Well, I've got another 20 years to go. Let's do more. 
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John Bytheway:  50:23  Let's do it. 

Hank Smith:  50:23  Let's do more. 

John Bytheway:  50:23  Let's do some more. 

  50:25  This won't be the only time that you're on followHIM. We just 
need to talk, to contact Kevin. Sounds like he has the ways of 
getting you to come on a podcast. 

  50:36  Yeah. 

Hank Smith:  50:37  With that, we want to thank Emily Utt for being with us today. It 
has been wonderful. Come on to YouTube, share where you're 
listening from. We would love to share that with her, and that's 
a little piece of church history in itself, that here you are, a 
member of the church in wherever you are from, from St. 
George to Bangladesh. Come share and then come back next 
week. We're going to continue on, learning about Zion on 
followHIM. Thank you for joining us on today's episode. Do you 
or someone you know speak Spanish, Portuguese, or French? 
You can now watch and listen to our podcast in those 
languages. Links are in the description below. Today's show 
notes and transcript are on our website. Follow him.co. That's 
follow him.co. Of course, none of this could happen without our 
incredible production crew. David Perry, Lisa Spice, Will 
Stoughton, Krystal Roberts, Ariel Cuadra, Heather Barlow, 
Amelia Kabwika, Iride Gonzalez, and Anabelle Sorensen. 

 

D&C 51-57 Part 2 followHIM Podcast Page 21



Hank Smith: 00:03 Hello everyone. Welcome to followHIM Favorites. John and I are 
sharing a single story to go with each week's lesson. John, this 
week, Doctrine & Covenants 51 through 57, I have a story. It's 
right in the beginning of this section, 51 verse nine, the Lord 
says, and he's talking about Zion, Let every man or woman deal 
honestly and be alike among this people and receive alike that 
you may be one. I keyed in on that word dealing honestly, and I 
remember about 20 years ago a talk was given by Bishop 
Richard C. Edgley. I don't know if you remember Bishop Edgley, 
John. He had that big, deep voice, beautiful voice. He tells 
actually two quick stories from his personal life. He says, quote, 
in 1955, after my freshman year of college, I spent the summer 
working at the newly opened Jackson Lake Lodge in Moran, 
Wyoming. 

00:58 My mode of transportation was a 14-year-old 1941 Hudson 
automobile that should have received its burial 10 years earlier. 
Among the cars other identifying traits, the floorboards had 
rusted so badly, if not for a piece of plywood, I could have 
dragged my feet along the highway like the Flintstones. 

John Bytheway: 01:19 Yeah, yeah. 

Hank Smith:  01:21 The positive is that unlike most 14-year-old cars in this time 
period, it used no oil, just lots of water in the radiator, but no 
oil. I could never figure out where the water went and why the 
oil continually got thinner and thinner and clearer and clearer. 

John Bytheway: 01:39 Oh no. 

Hank Smith:  01:42 Okay. He says, in preparation for the 185 mile drive home at the 
end of the summer, I took the car to the only mechanic in 
Moran. After a quick analysis, the mechanic explained that the 
engine block was cracked and was leaking water into the oil. 
That explained the water and the oil mystery. I wondered if I 
could get the water to leak into the gas tank and I would get 
better gasoline mileage. Now he has a confession. After the 
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miracle of arriving home, my father came out and happily 
greeted me. After a hug and a few pleasantries, he looked into 
the backseat of the car and saw three Jackson Lake Lodge 
towels, the kind you cannot buy. With a disappointed look he 
merely said, oh, I expected more of you. I hadn't thought what I 
had done was all that wrong to me. These towels were a symbol 
of a full summer's work at a luxury hotel, a rite of passage. 

  02:42  Nevertheless, by taking them, I felt I had lost the trust and 
confidence of my father, and I was devastated. The following 
weekend, I adjusted the plywood floorboard in my car, filled the 
radiator with water, and began the 370 mile round trip back to 
Jackson Lake Lodge to return the three towels. My father never 
asked why I was returning to the lodge, and I never explained. It 
just didn't need to be said. This was an expensive and painful 
lesson on honesty that has stayed with me throughout my life. 
John, he goes on in this talk to share another little quick story of 
where he's now in the other side of this. He's in the role of 
watching someone else be dishonest. He said he was with a 
bunch of businessmen and they were in the O'Hare Airport in 
Chicago, Illinois. One of these men, he said, had sold his 
company for tens of millions of dollars, but as they were passing 
by a newspaper vending machine, if you don't know what that 
is, you'll have to ask your grandpa. 

  03:48  This individual, he put a quarter in the machine, opened the 
door, and there was a big stack of newspapers in there. He 
began dispensing all the unpaid for newspapers to everybody in 
the group. When he handed me a newspaper, I put a quarter in 
the machine and trying not to offend him, but trying to make a 
point. I jokingly said, Jim, for 25 cents, I can maintain my 
integrity. A dollar maybe, but 25 cents. No, not 25 cents. He 
says, you see, I remember the experience of the three towels 
and a broken down 1941 Hudson. A few minutes later, we 
passed the same newspaper vending machine, and I noticed 
that Jim had broken away from our group and was stuffing 
quarters into the machine, so he's back there. He finishes with 
this. He says, my prayer is that Latter-day Saints will be known 
as among the most honest people in the world. 

John Bytheway:  04:46  Great story. 

Hank Smith:  04:48  We hope you'll join us on our full podcast. It's called followHIM. 
You can get it wherever you get your podcast. We are with 
Emily Utt this week, a church curator. If you don't know what 
that is, you've gotta come over and listen to her talk about 
church history. It's incredible. Then come back here next week, 
we'll do another followHIM Favorites. 
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