
 
 
Follow Him 
Episode 3  
Guest: Dr. Michael Mackay 
Doctrine and Covenants 2; Joseph Smith--History 1:27-65 
“The Hearts of the Children Shall Turn to the Fathers” 
 
Show Notes 
 
Podcast General Description: 
 
Follow Him: A ​Come, Follow Me​ Podcast with Hank Smith & John Bytheway 
 
Do you ever feel that preparing for your weekly ​Come, Follow Me​ lesson falls short?​ ​Join hosts 
Hank Smith and John Bytheway as they interview experts to make your study for The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints’ ​Come, Follow Me​ course not only enjoyable but original and 
educational. If you are looking for resources to make your study fresh, faithful, and fun--no 
matter your age--then join us every Sunday. 
 
Podcast Episode Description: 
 
 
Episode 103: 
 
Part 1: 
Imagine Joseph smith not as the prophet of the Restoration, but as a teenager with a cheery 
temperament. What was Joseph like before he was a Latter-day Saint? We get to know a 
teenager as he becomes a married prophet as Dr. Michael MacKay explains what it means that 
Joseph “has a work . . . to do.”  
 
Part 2: 
Suppose each religion and people are like a unique, indispensable fabric woven together by the 
golden thread of the Gospel, temple covenants, and the Savior; what is our part in the sewing? 
Dr. Michael MacKay reminds us that every human being has already chosen the Savior. Join us 
as we discuss how Joseph Smith brings forth what is to become the most inclusive religion the 
world has ever known. 
  
Timecode: 
  
 Part 1: 



● (00:02) Introduction 
● (01:48) The Story of the Restoration Can Change Lives in Minutes 
● (03:03) Joseph Smith Ages 15-18 
● (09:57) Seer Stones and Cultural Spirituality 
● (16:32) Moroni Visits: JSH 1:27-49 
● (22:30) A Work to Do 
● (26:28) The Priesthood, the Temple, and Dispensations 
● (35:45) Four Visits by Moroni 
● (38:26: Latter-day Saints Sew the Quilt Through Temple Work 

 
 
Part 2: 

(00:05) Introduction 
(01:43) Joseph’s Probationary Period 
(05:50)  Joseph Moves to Pennsylvania 
(08:20) The Lord is Raising Up Friends 
(12:08) Joseph Gets the Plates 
(13:23) The Church is Founded by Both Emma and Joseph 
(21:28) A Historian’s Perspective 
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Biographical Information: 
 
Michael Hubbard MacKay is an Associate Professor of Church History in the College of Religious               
Education at Brigham Young University. Two years as a Visiting Professor in the History Department at                
Brigham Young University, followed by 3 years as historian/writer at the Joseph Smith Papers Project               
and adjunct professor of history at Weber State University. Member of the board of editors for ​Mormon                 
Historical Studies ​and ​The Journal for Book of Mormon Studies. ​He has a ​Ph.D. in history from York                  
University, England, with training in world history, cultural theory, history of science and medicine. He               
has published many articles and books including ​Joseph Smith’s Seer Stones​, and ​From Darkness Unto               
Light: Joseph Smith’s Translation and Publication of the Book of Mormon​. Dr. MacKay was also the lead                 
historian and author of the​ Joseph Smith Papers, Documents Volume 1​. 
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Fair Use Notice: 

 
The​ Follow Him Podcast with Hank Smith and John Bytheway​ may make use of copyrighted 
material, the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the copyright holder. 
This constitutes a “fair use” and any such copyrighted material as provided for in section 107 of 
the US Copyright Law. In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, the material on this 
podcast is offered publicly and without profit, to the public uses or the internet for comment and 
nonprofit educational and informational purposes. Copyright Disclaimer under Section 107 of 
the Copyright Act of 1976, allowance is made for fair use” for purposes such as criticism, 
comment, news reporting, teaching, scholarship, and research. In such cases, fair use is 
permitted. 
 
No copyright(s) is/are claimed. 
 
The content is broadcasted for study, research, and educational purposes. 
The broadcaster gains no profit from broadcasted content. This falls under “Fair Use” 
guidelines: ​www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html​. 
 
Note: 
 

The ​Follow Him Podcast with Hank Smith and John Bytheway​ ​is not affiliated 
with The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints nor Brigham Young 
University. The opinions expressed on episodes represent the views of the 
guest and podcasters alone. While the ideas presented may vary from 
traditional understandings or teachings, they in no way reflect criticism of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day leaders, policies, or practices. 
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